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Things I Wonôt Talk About



Variances (WQS)

Copper ïNo news

Chloride

ïThese now need EPA approval (previous 

miscommunication

ïWill need update of justification

ïNow in second round; need to show progress toward 

meeting WQBELs

Numerical improvements (concentration or mass)

Stricter source reduction measures (SRMs)

DNR basin staff will be placing more emphasis on negotiating 

SRMs with permittees



Variances (cont.)

Mercury

ïThese are going fairly smoothly

ïApproaching 2nd permit cycle (first variance 

issued expires 12/31/2011)

ïExperience with chloride will likely be 

repeated (expect progress toward WQBEL)



Variances (cont.)

Ammonia (for lagoons)

ïOnly applied for one permit term, which has 

passed (mostly)

Thermal and phosphorus

ïThese are WQBELs; variances apply

ïNo experience yet

ïProbably no model for determining economic 

feasibility (as we do for chloride and mercury) 

other than the 2% of MHI)



NR 114 Revisions 

(2010 -2013)

Regrouping/Revisions of Subclasses

Advanced Certification Point System

WW Apprenticeship Program (DWD) 

Jack.saltes@wisconsin.gov



Certification Pathway

All WWTP Operators----------------ĄAdvanced WWTP Operator
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POINT SYSTEM 
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NR 114 Timelines

ÁSmall workgroup to work on point  system 
details (October-November 2010)  

ÁApprenticeship Program Development 
(Spring/Summer - 2011)

ÁCode revisions (Winter 2010- Summer 2011)
ïNR Yellow Sheet (Public Hearings Fall 2011)

ïRespond To Public Comments (Winter 2011)

ïNR Green Sheet ïNR Board Approval (Spring 
2012)

ïEffective Date ï2013



Other Potential Rule Development

NR 207 (Antidegradation) - Redo

NR 106 (Toxics Implementation) ïhandfull 

of changes to make consistent with federal 

regulations

NR 113, NR 214, NR 206 (land application 

of septage, industrial waste and biosolids) 

ïMake nutrient management consistent

Likely delayed for unforeseen period



Pesticide Permits

Required to be covered by CWA permits 

by Court Decision

Previously thought to be exempt from 

CWA (previously covered under FIFRA)

States following lead of EPA for states w/o 

delegation



Pesticides (cont.)

4 permits written for excess pesticide 
residues

ïAquatic plant management (APM)

ïFlying insects (mosquitos)

ïAerial spraying (gypsy moth)

ïAquatic animals (for ex. Asian carp, crayfish)

Were to take effect April 9

Many requests for overturning court 
decision or implementation delays



Electronic Submittals

Rule Clean-up package (July 2010) 

authorizes DNR to require

ïe-DMRs (web-based) ïup and running 

ïe-applications (web based) for individual 

permits - up and running

ïe-plan approvals ïcurrently getting geared up 

(fixing web page instructions and streamlining 

administrative processes to capture data)



E-DMRs/E-forms

Long form DMRs ï99% using

Short form DMRs up and running

By the end of the year:

ïBiosolids forms (49s, 52s and 55s)

ïPretreatment forms

ïGroundwater wells reporting forms  



Electronic Submittals (Cont.)

Electronic GP notices of intent (NOIs)

ïCurrently use for stormwater

ïWorking on for pesticide permits

ïEventually, other GP categories

Expect continued emphasis and 

expansion of electronic business options



Permit Backlogs

Increasing now:

ïStaff loss due to retirements and inability to fill 
positions

ïDelays with variances

ïNew thermal rules

ïPhosphorus rules

Effect

ïShort haul

ïLong haul



Permit Streamlining

New initiative just in planning phase

Looking at all water permits, including 

construction permits (plan approval)

Intent is to reduce paperwork while 

protecting the environment

Electronic applications and notifications 

are a critical part, need $ and effort to 

develop processes



Permit Streamlining (cont.)

Continued or expanded use of general 

permits (GPs) or categories of actions, for 

example:

ïWe may consider self-certification or ñfast 

trackò approvals similar to fast track sewer 

extension approvals for certain types of 

actions

This is very early in the planning process



Contaminated Sediment

Clean-Ups (recent)
Year Site Cu. Yds.

Removed/ 

method

Contaminant

2006-2007 Upper Sheboygan 

River

21,000

hydraulic dredge

PCB

2008 Milwaukee River 

Blatz Pavillion

4,000

dry excavat.

PCB

2008 Wisconsin River 

at Merrill

2,500

dry ecavat.

PAH

2008 Fox River 

Little Lake Buttes 

de Morts

372,000

hydraulic dredge

PCB

2009 Kinnickinnic River

Milwaukee

170,000

mechan. dredge

PCB



Fox River Remedial Activities; 2004 to Present



OU 1

2004 ð2009

750,000 cy

$100 million

OU 2 - 5

2007 ð2017

7.2 million cy

$700 million








