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Minutes of Winter Board Meeting
Wisconsin Section - Central States Water Environment Association
February 23, 2011
Madison Marriott West, Middleton, WI

The Wisconsin Section of Central States Water Environment Association Winter Board meeting was called to order by Chair Keith Haas at 2:17 p.m. on February 23, 2011 at the Madison Marriott West Hotel in Middleton, Wisconsin.
Board Members present:
· Keith Haas, Chair
· Jane Carlson, Vice Chair 
· Jim Beier, Past Chair
· Tom Sigmund, CSWEA Trustee
· Dennis Egge, WWOA Liaison
· Dave Arnott, Secretary/Treasurer

Other members present were: Brandon Koltz, Trevor Ghylin, Andrew Craven, Bill Oldenburg, Randy Wirtz and Jay Kemp
Introduction of those present:  All attendees introduced themselves.  
Approval of the November 10, 2010 Annual Business Meeting Minutes: Jim Beier moved that the meeting minutes for the November 10, 2010 Annual Business Meeting be approved.  Second by Jane Carlson.  Motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report: Dave Arnott presented the Treasurer’s report, which showed a balance in the Section’s accounts of $35,935.80 as of February 21st, 2010.  Tom Sigmund questioned the additional Operations Challenge expenditure to send a second team to WEFTEC. Keith Haas explained that even with this expenditure, the total money spend on the Operations Challenge was under budget; it was just spent in a slightly different way. Keith Hass gave approval for the expenditure when this issue came up.
Jane Carlson moved that the Treasurer’s report be accepted as presented. Second by Tom Sigmund. Motion passed.  
CSWEA Trustee Report:  Trustee Tom Sigmund presented a verbal summary of significant items in his written report, which is posted on the Wisconsin Section website.  

CSWEA is getting healthier financially.  There are better expectations and goals for the Annual Meeting that are communicated to the local arrangements committee. 

A Young Professional (YP) Leadership Academy is being offered for the first time this year.  The class is being organized by Rich Hussey.  The class will consist of one day-long session and take place the day before the Education Seminar. If YP’s are attending the Education Seminar as well, there is a reduced rate for the academy fee. 
The Nominations Committee had the following nominations: Patti Craddock for Second Vice President, Doug Henrichsen for Treasurer and Rusty Schroedel as WEF Delegate for 2014.

As a follow up to the CSX and YPX sessions from last year, there will be an Ad Hoc committee formed to oversee advance planning of the Annual Meeting. The goal is to improve the experience and attendance.  Specifically, we would like to see more representatives from municipalities at the Annual Meeting. 

There was no clear agreement on the proposed increase in dues for the Association. Minnesota wanted to give the $5 back to CSWEA and not have a dues increase.  Illinois preferred to just implement a direct CSWEA dues increase.  This issue will be further discussed at the 2011 Annual Meeting.

Eric Lecuyer was reappointed as Executive Director for CSWEA with a $500 annual increase in compensation.

Changes to the SOP were made in relation to expense reimbursement for the Operator Challenge at WEFTEC.  Participants will submit expenses for training sessions directly to the State Sections for reimbursement.

It was decided not to renew CSWEA’s membership in the ABC Maintenance Technician Program.  The program never really gained traction.  Keith Hass asked about the purpose of the program.  Tom Sigmund explained the program background. 

The MARC committee will be rolled into the Midwest Water Industry Expo (MWIE) committee. This arrangement was used for the 2011 event and it worked well.  The standing CSWEA members for the MWIE committee are Eric Lecuyer, Tom Mulcahy, Carol Strackbein and Dean Falkner. 

WWOA Liaison Report: WWOA Liaison Dennis Egge presented a verbal summary of key items from his written report which is posted on the Wisconsin Section website.  The written report in large part consisted of the WWOA Board of Directors Meeting minutes from the meeting held on December 2nd and 3rd 2011 at the Radisson Hotel in La Crosse.
There will be three  two-year Directorships open in 2011.

WWOA has 1, 986 members now.

Three $1,000 scholarships were granted in 2010. Three will be offered in 2011 again.

A purchase was made to enhance the UW Water Library program.  The cost of the material was $84.50 of half was paid by Wisconsin Section. 

A short discussion ensued with regards to the arrangement last year where WWOA members were invited to the CSWEA Annual Meeting. Some thought that the WWOA members were not made enough a part of the event.  A way to get more interaction would be to invite WWOA members to attend the technical sessions. There was disagreement as to if that was fair since the WWOA members pay a much reduced fee compared to the standard registration.  There was no clear consensus on this issue.  It was noted that the goal of the CSWEA Annual Meeting is to earn enough to fund most of the annual activities.. Expenses for the event are typically $50,000 to $60,000. 

2013 CSWEA Annual Meeting Location: Randy Wirtz had to leave the meeting early so this new topic was discussed at this time.  Randy explained that the planning process is beginning for the above event.  Randy had heard that it may be nice to have the event at a different location than Madison.  Randy asked for feedback from the Board on possible locations. Cities such as Green Bay, La Crosse and Appleton were mentioned as possible candidates.  Stevens Point is also a candidate as it is centrally located. The largest hotel facility in Stevens Point, the Holiday Inn, has limited exhibitor space.  When WWOA was held there a few years ago, the exhibitor space was tight.  It was noted the WWOA Annual Meeting has more exhibitors than the CSWEA Annual Meeting.

Tom Sigmund suggested that Randy contact people from Illinois and Minnesota and to determine how sensitive they are to the Madison central location. 

Jay Kemp encouraged Randy to stay with the Madison location.
Committee Reports
Committee reports can be viewed on the Wisconsin Section website.  Noteworthy discussion items pertaining to each committee are summarized below.
Collection Systems: Chair Andrew Craven had submitted a written report and presented a verbal report.  The 2011 “Classic” Collection Systems Seminar will be held on June 9, 2011 in Watertown.  The “Northwoods” seminar will be held in late July 28, 2011. This is the fourth year that the “Northwoods” seminar will be held.  The “Northwoods” program is similar to t he “Classic” seminar but is customized a little towards the local issues.

The Wisconsin Section Collection System Award nominee is Tom Steinbach form the City of Oconomowoc.
Government Affairs: Brandon Koltz submitted a written report and presented a verbal report.  

The Rock River TMDL letter was sent out.
Brandon has been tracking the DNR Nutrient Trading Technical Committee.  Tom Sigmund from the Wisconsin Section is part of this committee.  The committee has met several times including today, with the goal of creating nutrient trading guidelines. The committee will have a draft of the trading guidance sometime in April. The committee will write a report for DNR Board review by mid-summer.  Tom Sigmund stated that so far the committee work has gone well.  A concern from a municipal standpoint is counter balancing the desire of DNR and environmental groups to have high trading ratios that would significantly limit trading activity.
A bill is circulating in the US Senate that ends the practice of blending for wastewater treatment plants that discharge to the Great Lakes.  The bill has been introduced in committee and has bipartisan support.  It will likely get more traction and the concept of the legislation could spread to other water bodies
There is a proposal to cut the State Revolving Fund program. It is not clear what will come of this.
The WEF Washington Fly-In is April 4, 2011. Brandon would like a couple position papers from CSWEA for the event.
On the State level, the 2011-2013 budget proposed by Governor Walker would reduce the interest rate subsidy provided under the Clean Water Fund Loan Program reducing it from 60% of the market interest rate to 80% of the market rate. This is a significant change in the program; the Wisconsin Section may want to let our members know this.
Also, under the Governor’s proposed budget, the new phosphorus rule codified in NR 217, will be repealed. This proposal was subsequently revised to delay implementation of the rule for two years. There have been no new permits issued so far under revised NR 217. Wisconsin DNR is still looking at how the new rule will be implemented.
Tom Sigmund stated that the Government Affairs Committee has done an excellent job tracking a lot of legislative activity over the years.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Industrial Waste:  Chair Bill Oldenburg submitted a written report and presented a verbal report.  Bill is taking over for Brian Molenaar. There will be an Industrial Waste Pretreatment Seminar in 2011 and planning is progressing. .
Membership: A written report was from the committee was distributed at the Meeting. Chair Jay Kemp presented a verbal report. Jay is working on an on-line searchable membership roster. Jay wants to make the roster useful by for example, being able to search for any new members.  Right now Eric Lecuyer has control of the roster.  Dave Arnott offered that he receives from Eric an updated Wisconsin Section roster each year in advance of the Section Annual Business Meeting. It was noted that WWOA does not give out their mailing list.  WWOA has a directory they send out every few years.
Operations Committee: Chair Troy Larson had submitted a written report and was not present for a verbal report.
Management Seminar: Ken Sedmak did not submit a written report and was not present for a verbal report.
Dave Arnott read an e-mail from Ken Sedmak to him.  The e-mail stated that the group has not met.  In 2011, the group will be chaired by the Wisconsin Water Association.
Public Education and Awareness: Dale Doerr had submitted a written report and was not present for a verbal report. 
Safety: No written report was received. The Committee Chair was not present for a verbal report. It was noted that this committee is involved with having a speaker talk about a safety-related topic each year at the Collection Systems Seminar.  
The idea of having a safety talk at t he Industrial Waste Pretreatment Seminar was discussed.  Bill Oldenburg was interested in this. Jim Beier will discuss this with Jerry Hirt.
Watershed Management: Chair Julie McMullin submitted a written report and was not present for a verbal report. It was noted that Julie of on leave presently so Mark Mittag is handling the day-to-day committee activities.  The webinar on nutrient regulation held on November 10, 2010 was success and another webinar is possible for 2011.  The committee is reviewing webinar topic ideas now.
Students & Young Professionals: Trevor Ghylin submitted a written report and gave an oral report.  
A tour of the Flygt facility in Pewaukee, WI is scheduled for Friday March 18, 2011. The event is geared towards Young Professionals.
Trevor encouraged support of the first Young Professional Leadership Academy the day before the Education Seminar at the Monona Terrace in Madison, WI.
Trevor reported that there is some interest in having a “Night with Industry” event in the spring in addition to December.
Spring Biosolids Symposium: Bill Marten had submitted a written report. No verbal report was given as Bill was not at the meeting
Water Wastewater Education Association: No written report was received. No verbal report was given as Tom was not at the meeting.  
Old Business
Board of Control Liaison Committee Contacts:  Keith Haas encouraged the Board to continue making contacts to their respective committees as was recommended by the Committee on Committees. The Board did not do a good job of this in preparation for this meeting.
Travel Reimbursement Financial Support for 2010 WEF Wastewater Challenge Attendees: Dave Arnott t talked with Josh Gable a several times about getting receipts for this event since the WI Section did have some extra funds that could be used for reimbursement. Because of the busy time of year and length of time since the expenses were incurred, no receipts were submitted.  Therefore, no expenses will be reimbursed. 
New Business
2011 YP Funding:  Trevor Ghylin report that Eric Lynne from Donahue was interested initially.  However since then, Eric Lynne learned about the CSWEA Leadership Academy and is very interested in this event. Eric will attend the Leadership Academy instead of the YP Summit.  Since Trevor is not aware of any other interest, funding of this unbudgeted event will not be an issue. 
Upfront Allocation of Funds to Student Chapters:  Dave Arnott reported that this idea came about from the 2010 CSX event.  The idea would be to write a check to the student chapters at the beginning of the semester or year. At the end of the year, receipts would have to be sent back to the section.  If not all money was spent, the student chapters would have to send the unspent money back.  The idea is to make the money available to encourage its use for meeting and other appropriate expenses.  Tom Sigmund felt that the section would never receive any money back whether it was all spent on valid expenses or not. All agreed that the money should go through the student advisor such as Max Anderson at Platteville.  Discussion ensued and it was felt that a letter should be written to each student chapter in January of each year advising them that up to $150 was available for their support  for the spring and fall semesters and asking what they intended to use the money for.  The three student chapters discussed were Marquette, Madison and Platteville. Keith Haas moved that a letter be written to each of the three student chapters advising them that $150 was available and asking them if they could use the money, how many students are in their chapter and for what purposes the money would be used for. Second by Bill Oldenburg.  Motion passed.  Keith Hass will follow up with the letter.

Adding WEF and CSWEA to Preapproved List of Organizations  Providing Professional Development  Hours:  Jane Carlson explained that in the future to maintain licensure as a Professional Engineer in Wisconsin, continuing education credit will be required. WEF and CSWEA are not listed on the Department of Regulation and Licensing (DRL) website as entities that are approved to offer credits.  Jane sent an e-mail to board members and committee chairs a few weeks before the meeting and asking if anyone had additional information and she did not hear anything back. 

It is unclear when this will take effect.  Jane made an inquiry on the DRL website asking when changes will become effective. Jim Beier offered that he heard it will not go into effect until 2014.

The general consensus was not it should not be that hard for DRL to add WEF and CSWEA to the list of approved organization offering credits.

Wisconsin POTW Air Permitting Survey: Keith Haas distributed a draft survey. Keith explained that POTWs that have engine generators, turbines or anaerobic digestion may be subject to provision in the Clean Air Act which require a permit.  The Beaver Dam POTW was caught off guard with this situation.  It appears that this issue has not received the attention it deserved by the Wisconsin DNR wastewater or air program.   The DNR would like to work with Wisconsin Section to identify how large this issue may be and is proposing that Wisconsin Section, WWOA and MEG distribute a survey for POTWs. The DNR has stated that the survey results will be kept confidential.

It was noted that the Jones Island facility in Milwaukee has an air permit for sludge drying.  Green Bay MSD has an air permit for sludge incineration.
Tom Sigmund stated that at the state level the water/wastewater program is funded by the EPA; the air program is funded by fees.  The air program personnel at the DNR can be difficult to work with.  Tom feels we need to make sure the survey information cannot be used against municipalities. Keith Haas will coordinate with Paul Kent on this issue.

Jane Carson said that an important consideration that should be reflected in the survey is if a generator is used for emergency situations or for peak power shaving.  She felt the latter case may be more likely to trigger an air permit.

Upcoming Events:  
Spring Biosolids Seminar, Stevens Pont, WI  - March 22, 2011
“Classic” Collection System Seminar, Watertown, WI – June 9, 2011
CSWEA Leadership Academy, Madison, WI – April4, 2011
CSWEA Education Seminar, Madison, WI – April 5, 2011 
CSWEA Annual Meeting, Brooklyn Park, MN – May 16-19, 2011
CSX, Wisconsin Dells, WI – July 21 and 22, 2011
“Northwoods” Collection System Seminar, Marshfield, WI – July 28, 2011
Management Seminar, Richfield, WI - August, 2011
Adjournment
There being no further new business Jim Beier moved that the meeting be adjourned. Second by Bill Oldenburg. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 4:25 pm.

Respectfully Submitted:

David W. Arnott
Secretary/Treasurer
Wisconsin Section - CSWEA
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