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Water Environment Association

Minutes of Winter Board Meeting

Wisconsin Section - Central States Water Environment Association

February 22, 2010

Madison Marriott West, Middleton, WI
The Wisconsin Section of Central States Water Environment Association Winter Board meeting was called to order by Chair Jim Beier at 2:09 p.m. on February 22, 2010 at the Madison Marriott West Hotel in Middleton,Wisconsin.

Board Members present:

· Jim Beier, Chair

· Keith Haas, Vice Chair 

· Steve Godfrey, Past Chair

· Tom Sigmund, CSWEA Trustee

· Dennis Egge, WWOA Liaison

· Dave Arnott, Secretary/Treasurer

Other members present were: Brandon Koltz, Trevor Ghylin, Bruce Bartel, Troy Larson, and Ken Sedmak.

Introduction of those present:  All attendees introduced themselves.  

Approval of the November 21, 2009 Annual Business Meeting Minutes: Tom Sigmund  moved that the meeting minutes for the November 21, 2009 Annual Business Meeting be approved.  Second by Dennis Egge.  Motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Dave Arnott presented the Treasurer’s report, which showed a balance in the Section’s accounts of $33,298.22 as of November 7th, 2009.  Keith Haas moved that the Treasurer’s report be accepted as presented. Second by Tom Sigmund. Motion passed.  Tom Sigmund requested that we look at planned expenses in the budget vs. actual expenses as part of the May section meeting.  Dave Arnott will prepare a summary for the May meeting.

CSWEA Trustee Report:  Trustee Tom Sigmund presented a verbal summary of significant items in his written report, which is posted on the Wisconsin Section website.  

Cash flow is the main concern right now at CSWEA.  The 2009 CSWEA Annual Meeting did not meet revenue goals.  Tom stated that the Executive Committee needs to be clearer in terms of expectations at the Annual meeting to control expenses and maximize revenue. Another item which contributed to the cash situation was the fact that CSWEA had to front the money for the Water For People charity raffle.  Overall, expenses were covered for the raffle. 

Tom stated that one thing CSWEA is considering because of their cash flow situation is reducing dues rebates to the state sections.  It was noted that the Wisconsin Section depends on that revenue for our budget.  There was a consensus for that source of revenue to be the same and not have it reduced by CSWEA.

Awards coordination and responsibility are presently being discussed at the CSWEA level.  Wisconsin Section should continue to be vigilant about preparing nomination packets, and deadlines for submittal to CSWEA.

The Midwest Water Industry Expo (MWIE) did happen. Planning for the event did not go smoothly this year.  In the future, the MARC group will take more ownership of the planning effort. Approximately $8,000 in revenue was realized from the event.  There were a lot of no-shows this year.  The event may be better suited to happen every other year. This could possibly be planned to alternate with the WEFTEC in Chicago every other year. 

Eric Lecuyer was re-appointed as Executive Director.

The purpose of WEFMAX and CSWEA - CSX was discussed.  WEFMAX is a federation-level event where the associations come together and share best practices.  The idea is to make CSWEA – CSX better from learning about what has worked and what has not worked from other member associations.  CSWEAX is similar only it is an association-level event where best practices within the association are shared in an attempt to help the state sections.

Dennis Egge reported that for the 2010 CSWEA Annual Meeting, for the first time ever, a sporting clays event will be held. This event will be held in conjunction with the traditional golf event.

WWOA Liaison Report: WWOA Liaison Dennis Egge presented a verbal summary of key items from his written report which is posted on the Wisconsin Section website.  The written report in large part consisted of the WWOA Board of Directors Meeting minutes from the meeting held on December 10, 2009 at the Kalahari Convention Center in Wisconsin Dells.

Keith Haas asked about the $8,700 deficit the association had as of December1, 2009. Bruce Bartel explained that the main source of the shortfall was due the reconfiguration of the website that was not budgeted.  The association is in strong standing as it has reserves of approximately $120,000.

Dennis stated that the Board of Directors Meeting is scheduled for April 29th, 2010 at Kalahari Convention Center in Wisconsin Dells.

Committee Reports

Committee reports can be viewed on the Wisconsin Section website.  Noteworthy discussion items pertaining to each committee are summarized below.

Collection Systems: Chair Andrew Craven had submitted a written report.  Jim Beier presented a verbal report.  The 2010 Collection Systems Seminar will be held on June 10, 2010 in Watertown.  A strong program is planned. The “Northwoods” seminar will be held in late July. 

Government Affairs: Brandon Koltz submitted a written report and presented a verbal report.  

The phosphorus rule is nearing completion. Public hearings are scheduled for May of 2010.  An environmental group has filed a Notice o f Intent for a lawsuit against the Wisconsin DNR for phosphorus and nitrogen standards. Tom Sigmund noted that the Green sheet was not prepared yet at the DNR level.  It was explained that the Green sheet is a fact summary related to a rule making presented to the DNR Board. The DNR Board then decides if the rule making will continue based in part on the Green sheet (note the next day at the Government Affairs Seminar we learned that the timeline for the rule making was sooner than expected and that public hearings will take place in April).

Tom Sigmund gave a brief update on the efforts of National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA).  EPA region VII is considering blending as a bypass.  No new permits allowing blending are being issued.  It was noted that EPA Regions are acting on their own for enforcement against states.  EPA Region V has been pressuring WDNR on phosphorus standards and rule making. Wisconsin does not want the situation with regard to nutrients that happened in Florida where the EPA set the standards because the EPA perceived that the Florida was not responsive.  The concern is that EPA enforcement, like that in Florida, will set a precedent and therefore policy.

The State Revolving Fund (SRF) had additional funds in 2009 through the America Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). 

The concept of a water trust fund is gaining traction. NACWA and WEF are pushing for this. The American Water Works Association (AWWA) opposes. Congress is confused.

The SRF may have additional money in 2010 because of a second round of stimulus funding very similar to ARRA. It was noted that the “buy American” clause will include Canada for 2010.

Industrial Waste:  Chair Bill Oldenburg submitted a written report. No verbal report was given as Bill was not at the meeting. Bill is taking over for Brian Molenaar.  Planning for the Industrial Waste Pretreatment Seminar is progressing.

Membership: No written report was received. Chair Jay Kemp was not present to give a verbal report.

Operations Committee: Chair Troy Larson had submitted a written report and a verbal report was also given. Troy reported that the Operation Committee has been involved less and less through the years in selecting and recruiting members for the WEFTEC Operations Challenge.  The PWO has basically left the committee out of the loop as to whom the participants are.  Operations Challenge expenses have not been going through Troy and have instead been going through the Secretary/ Treasurer directly. Troy asked the Board if this was OK.  Dave Arnott stated that he felt it the expense reimbursement procedure was OK. It was decided that Troy and Dave Arnott would talk to Eric Lecuyer about the Operations Challenge member recruitment issue in the future.

Troy said the committee needs new and additional members.

Bruce Bartel noted that the WWOA Operations Challenge program is unstable at the moment.  The program will not survive if there are less than three teams.

Management Seminar: Ken Sedmak had submitted a written report and gave a verbal report. Ken reported that the committee is sound and moving ahead. 

The 2010 Management Seminar will take place on August 5th, 2010 at Cabela’s in Richfield. Ken asked about the cost of and whether $90 is too much. It was noted that attendance was down last year at 48 attendees.  Others noted that last year the seminar was on the same day as a WWOA event and the Wisconsin Section Summer Board Meeting. Keith Hass stated that he felt the registration cost was not that important for attendees.  The more significant costs are the time to attend the event and transportation.  In the end, it was decided that a $90 registration was not too high.

Public Education and Awareness: Dale Doerr had submitted a written report and gave a verbal report. 

The committee is moving ahead with the Word Monitoring Day kits.  He would like help distributing the kits. 

Dale is also open to help for judging the Stockholm Junior Water Prize papers. 

Safety: No written report was received. 

Jim Beier said that Todd Stelmacher in interested in helping the Safety Committee.  Traditionally, the Safety Committee has supported and coordinated a talk at the Collection System Seminar and that is working well. It was noted that there could also potentially be a safety talk at the Industrial Waste Pretreatment Conference.

Watershed Management: Chair Bill Krill submitted a written report received at the hotel. It was noted that at this point, it is unclear if the State water quality standards or the standards developed from the lower Fox River would take precedence for numerical values for point source discharge WPDES permits.
Bill is looking for someone to take over as Chair if this committee.

Students & Young Professionals: Trevor Ghylin submitted a written report and an oral report.  The “Night With Industry” event in Madison in December of 2009 went well. 

Joan Hawley is working to create a student chapter for Marquette University. 

There will be a Young Professionals (YP)social hour at the CSWEA Annual.

There is a YP event titled “ Worms, Goats and Fish Fry, CSWEA/Marquette Engineers Without Borders Growing Power Inc. Field Trip” scheduled for Saturday April 17, 2010.  Growing Power is an urban farm that recycles nutrients, transforms nutrients, and embraces the principles of sustainability.

Spring Biosolids Symposium: Bill Marten had submitted a written report. No verbal report was given as Bill was not at the meeting. It was noted that the symposium date is March 9, 2010. 

There will be rule published in the Federal Register on April 15, 2010 where the definition of municipal wastewater sludge is changed to a municipal nonhazardous solid waste.  Presently, there is an exemption for sludge and it is not considered a solid waste.  It is unclear what effects this will have on facilities that land apply biosolids.

Water Wastewater Education Association: No written report was received. No verbal report was given.  

Old Business

Board of Control Liaison Committee Contacts:  Jim Beier encouraged the Board to continue making contacts to their respective committees as was recommended by the Committee on Committees.

Discussion and Consideration for Additional Financial Support for Wisconsin teams Who May Attend WEFTEC for the Purpose Student Design Team of Student Paper Competition: Discussion took place regarding whether Wisconsin Section could financially support the Student Design or Student Paper team from Wisconsin if they were selected to go to WEFTEC.  Normally CSWEA would cover the expenses, however, with their cash flow situation now, they may have to cut back on expenses.  It was decided that the Wisconsin Board would get together after the May meeting when the winning teams are chosen and when we know if this is even an issue, to discuss amending the budget to allow this. In addition, after the May meeting the cash flow problem at CSWEA will be better defined.

New Business

Award Coordination:  Troy Larson outlined two concerns the committee has about the awards process. The first issue is the timing of the advertising for nominations through CSWEA in Central States Water or through e-mails blasts.  This needs to be better coordinated so that the Wisconsin Section does not already have final candidates for the Hatfield and Laboratory Analyst Excellence Awards.

The second issue is that it was not clear this year who the award nomination packets should be sent to.  Troy sent the packets to various people at CSWEA and was not able to get confirmation that anybody received it.  In addition, the letter from the CSWEA Second Vice President soliciting nomination packets and giving the deadline for the awards to get submitted has not been sent to Troy for the last several years.

It was decided that Troy and Dave Arnott would schedule a conference call with Eric Lecuyer to talk about and resolve these issues.

Website Update Effort / Awards:  Dave Arnott presented some concerns for the time required to keep the web site updated with the awards winners.  The award winners for the Seven “S” Society, Operations, and Golden Manhole awards were recently added to the website.  Keith Haas suggested that the Vice Chair could help with keep the website updated with award winners. All others thought this was a good idea.  Steve Godfrey suggested that there could be a specific link or “inbox” on the CSWEA for website updates.  Dave Arnott will talk with Eric Lecuyer about this.  

Upcoming Events:  

“Classic” Collection System Seminar, Watertown, WI – June 10, 2010

Spring Biosolids Seminar, Stevens Pont, WI  - March 9, 2010

CSWEA Education Seminar, Madison, WI – April 6, 2010 

CSWEA Annual Meeting, Madison, WI – May 11-14, 2010

“Northwoods” Collection System Seminar, Marshfield, WI – July 29, 2010

Management Seminar, Richfield, WI  - August 5, 2010

Adjournment

There being no further new business Steve Godfrey moved that the meeting be adjourned. Second by Dennis Egge. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 4:28pm.

Respectfully Submitted:

David W. Arnott

Secretary/Treasurer

Wisconsin Section - CSWEA
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