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Minutes of the CSWEA Annual Meeting

Wisconsin Section - Central States Water Environment Association

May 18, 2011
Northland Inn Hotel, Brooklyn Park, MN
The Wisconsin Section of Central States Water Environment Association was called to order at 7:50 a.m. on May 18, 2011 at the Northland Inn Hotel, Brooklyn Park, MN.

Board Members present:
· Keith Haas, Chair
· Jane Carlson, Vice Chair 

· Tom Sigmund, CSWEA Trustee

· Dave Arnott, Secretary/Treasurer
Introduction of those present:  All attendees introduced themselves.  

Approval of the February 23, 2011 Winter Board Meeting Minutes:. Steve Brand moved that the minutes be approved.  Second by Dean Falkner. Motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Dave Arnott presented the Treasurer’s report, which showed a balance in the Section’s accounts of $38,237.90 as of May 16th, 2011.  Of this amount, $13,969.32 was in our checking account, $8,058.79 was in our savings account, $5,449.62 was in our 14-month CD, and $10,760.17 was in our 8-month CD.  

Ken Sedmak moved that the Treasurer’s report be accepted.  Second by Jane Carlson. Motion passed. 
Year-to-Date Budget Report: Dave Arnott reported that the year-to-date income was $3,640.20 compared to the budget of $5,400.00.  Year-to-date expenses were $683.85 compared to the budget of $12,515.00.  Net income was $2,956.35 compared to a budgeted loss of $7,115.00. It was noted that the income line “Water Management Seminar / Webinar” should be changed to “Watershed Management Seminar / Webinar”. Steve Brad moved that the report be accepted.  Second by Brandon Koltz.  Motion passed.
CSWEA Trustee Report:  Trustee Tom Sigmund presented a verbal report that closely followed his written report which is posted on the Wisconsin Section website.

Highlights of Tom’s verbal report include:

CSWEA is fiscally healthy.  The three Sections are in good shape.  The 2011 CSWEA Annual Meeting is tracking to meet income goals 
Minnesota is working on a fundraiser for making a video that will be a takeoff on Liquid Assets. The video will be geared towards the water environment in the state.  
The Operations Challenge team consists of Matt Schmidt from the GDMSD, Brian Skaife from the City of Janesville and Tom Dickson from the City of Oconomowoc. 
The Education Seminar was very successful. The topic for 2011 was activated sludge.  In 2012, the main topic will be nutrient removal. Scott Fronek is the Chair of the Technical Committee.  People should let Scott know of any topics for presentations.
Randy Wirtz is working on overhauling the awards process. Members should be thinking about who would make award strong nominees. 
CSX is July 21 and 22.  This year, there will be fewer topics with a greater emphasis on focus for those topics compared to past years.

WWOA Liaison Report: WWOA Liaison Dennis Egge was not present to give a verbal report. A written report was not submitted. 
Committee Reports

Committee reports can be viewed on the Wisconsin Section website.  Noteworthy discussion items are summarized below.

Collection Systems: Chair Andrew Craven gave a verbal report.  The Watertown seminar will be June 9th. This year, they are using electronic registration in addition to the manual method.  So far, things are going smoothly. Jim Fratrick, who is retiring from the DNR, will be recognized at the event. 

The “Northwoods” seminar will be July 28th. There is a new venue this year as the venue that was used in previous years was on “shaky ground”. There will be a golf and sporting clays outing at both events.
Government Affairs: Chair Brandon Koltz had submitted a written report and presented a verbal report. 

National and State regulatory initiative have slowed down a bit recently. 

The EPA Office of Water sponsored listening sessions for the SSO rule making last year.  Now that has that initiative is not as important to EPA.  The National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA) is still pushing forward on the SSO issues. 
The Governor’s office has proposed a two year delay in the effective date of the new phosphorous rule in NR 102 and 217. 

Industrial Waste:  Chair Bill Oldenburg had submitted a written report. Bill also gave a verbal report. 
The Pretreatment Seminar is June 15, 2011 in Oshkosh.  The seminar will feature an OSHA safety inspector.
Membership: Chair Jay Kemp gave a verbal report. 

Jay is working on the Associate Membership program. The Associate Membership has not gained traction since it was started a couple years ago. Eventually, the association will have to decide on if this will be continued.
Operations Committee: Chair Troy Larson did not submit a written report. A verbal report was not given since Troy was not at the meeting.
Management Seminar: Chair Ken Sedmak had submitted a written report. Ken was not at the meeting to give a verbal report.  It was noted that the Management Seminar is August 10th at Cabalas in Richfield.
Public Education and Awareness: Chair Dale Doerr did not submit a written report.  Dale did give a verbal report.
The SJWP competition recently concluded.  The winner from Wisconsin was Shannon Markow from Devine Savior Holy Angels High School in Milwaukee.  Two out of the seven papers really stood out.
The Section was not involved with World Monitoring Day this year.  Also, Dale could not go to the State Science Teachers Convention because of a conflict with his schedule.

Safety: No report received and no oral report presented, as the Committee Chair was not at this meeting. 

Watershed Management: Chair Julie McMullin had submitted a written report.  Julie was not present to give a verbal report.

It was noted that there are plans for another Webinar this year. Initial planning is just starting. TMDL’s may be the topic.
Students & Young Professionals: Chair Trevor Ghylin had submitted a written report. A verbal report was given by Eric Lynne.

Recent events included a tour of the Flygt facility in Pewaukee and a student / professional social in Madison.
Representatives Reports

Spring Biosolids Symposium: Jay Kemp gave a verbal report. 
Dick Wolkowski from the UW Extension who had been an important part of the SBS for many years, is retiring.  The committee is considering using CALS for registration services for 2012. 
 Water Wastewater Education Association: No report received and no report was given as the Committee Chair was not at the meeting. 
Old Business

Board of Control Committee Liaison Activity: Keith Hass encouraged all Board members to make their contacts with their respective committees. 
Committee Annual Plan Update:    

Keith Hass encouraged all committee chairs to submit their Annual Plans if they have not already done so.  A template for the Annual Plan is on our website. 
PE Continuing Education Credits: Jane Carlson reported that Wisconsin is working on a continuing education credit program for engineers. WEF/ CSWEA are presently not on the State’s preapproved list of educational sources. Jane submitted an e-mail request to the State for asking them to include WEF/ CSWEA on the list.  The State replied that they will take this into consideration. 
Treatment Facility Air Survey: Keith Hass reported that there was an issue with the wastewater treatment facility in Beaver Dam not having the proper permit to operate their digesters.  This event triggered the DNR to the issue of air permits for municipal wastewater treatment facilities.  It appears that the DNR has been lax in this area in understanding the federal requirement and their applicability to POTW’s.  The DNR sent out a confidential survey to many POTW’s around the state asking about the size and nature of digester and generator facilities.  The DNR is presently reviewing the data and deciding how to address the problem.  Tom Sigmund stated that the DNR air and water personnel do not talk. The DNR air personnel are generally more enforcement-minded than the water group.  Tom mentioned that you must have all air permits before construction is even started.  In addition, a separate operating permit is required. There may also be differences in permit requirements depending on how generators are used – whether in standby basis or for use in reducing power consumption during peak electrical demand times. This is an on-going issue with no clear resolution as of now.
 Student Chapter Funding Update: Keith Haas explained that we are taking a different approach with funding student chapters this year compared to previous years. We are giving the money allocated to each student chapter at the start of the year.  The school can then decide on how best to use that money.  The money is being sent to faculty advisors who sponsor the chapter.  As an alternate, the schools can choose to use their money to offset the cost of student registration at the Education Seminar.  We have heard from all chapters on how they intend to use their money except Stevens Point. 
New Business

Conference Finances and Policies an d Procedures Manual Update:  The Policy and Procedures manual needs to be updated to allow the use of private checking accounts to handle income and expenses of various seminars. According to Eric Lecuyer, without these changes, all seminar finances should go through the Section’s Secretary/Treasurer. Keith Haas and Jane Carlson will work on the updates in the coming months. 

Clean Water Fund State Revolving Fund (new item not on agenda): Tom Sigmund mentioned that the discounted interest rate for CWF projects will be raised to 75% or market. 
Wisconsin Section Service Award 

Randy Wirtz was presented with the 2011 Wisconsin Section Service award.  
Passing of the Gavel

The gavel was passed to Jane Carlson who was installed as the new Chair.

2010/2011 Wisconsin Section Chair Remarks

Jane Carlson acknowledged the hard work and excellent leadership of the past Chair, Keith Haas

Jane stated that she has numerous areas of concentration she would like the Section to focus on.  These include: promoting membership and the Associate Membership, encouraging participation in our Section by DNR staff, maintaining strong committees, and maintaining committees through WEF.  Jane also noted the Section’s Strategic Plan is due to be updated. 
Upcoming Events
“Classic” Collection System Seminar – June 9, 2011, Watertown, WI

Pretreatment Seminar – June 15, 2011, Oshkosh, WI

CSX – July 21th and 22nd, 2011 Wisconsin Dells, WI

“Northwoods” Collection System Seminar – July 28, 2011, Marshfield, WI

Management Seminar - August 10, 2011, Richfield, WI

Summer Board Meeting – to be announced`
YP Brewer Outing – to be announced
Adjournment. 

There being no further new business, John Leonhard moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Second by Dean Falkner.  Motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 9:03 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted:

David W. Arnott

Secretary/Treasurer

Wisconsin Section - CSWEA
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