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Minutes of the CSWEA Annual Meeting

Wisconsin Section - Central States Water Environment Association

May 13, 2010
Monona Terrace, Madison, WI
The Wisconsin Section of Central States Water Environment Association was called to order at 7:53 a.m. on May 13, 2010 at the Monona Terrace in Madison, Wisconsin. Secretary / Treasurer Dave Arnott led the meeting as Chair Jim Beier could not attend.
Board Members present:
· Keith Haas, Vice Chair 

· Tom Sigmund, CSWEA Trustee

· Dave Arnott, Secretary/Treasurer

· Steve Godfrey, Past Chair
· Dennis Egge, WWOA Liaison
Introduction of those present:  All attendees introduced themselves.  

Approval of the February 18, 2010  Winter Board Meeting Minutes:  Tom Sigmund had  numerous minor typographical corrections to the minutes. John Leonard moved that the minutes be approved contingent on the corrections from Tom Sigmund.  Second by Joan Hawley. Motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Dave Arnott presented the Treasurer’s report, which showed a balance in the Section’s accounts of $33,976.03 as of May 10th, 2010.  Of this amount, $9,774.44 was in our checking account, $8,058.07 was in our savings account, $5,408.34 was in our 14-month CD, and $10,735.18 was in our 8-month CD.  

Dave Arnott noted that the date of the “Balance on Hand” line should be corrected to 5/10/10 from 2/17/10.  John Leonard moved that the Treasurer’s report be accepted with the minor correction noted by Dave Arnott. Second by Dean Falkner. Motion passed.

CSWEA Trustee Report:  Trustee Tom Sigmund presented a verbal report that closely followed his written report which is posted on the Wisconsin Section website.

Additional items presented in Tom’s verbal report that are not in the written report include:

CSWEA is not fiscally healthy yet.   It appears that the projected income of $23,000 from the Annual Meeting will not be met.  Ideas being considered to save money include cutting the level of support for student design teams and reducing the WEFTEC Operations Challenge support from two teams to one.  Joan Hawley expressed concern about reducing the support for the student design teams.  CSWEA is also considering asking the sections for more support for the WEFTEC Operations Challenge event.  Wisconsin Section already has $3,000 in our budget for up to three people (a maximum of $1,000 per person) for travel reimbursement and $1,000 for a general sponsorship.
The Illinois membership is growing.  This is because of their policy that whenever there is a Section event that somebody registers for, a one-year associate membership is included. It is not clear how well those members are retained after one year.

The Education Seminar Committee is looking for new members. If people are interested on being on the committee, they should contact Scott Froneck from the Illinois Section.

The awards process at CSWEA is in disarray.  The communication has been poor.  CSWEA is aware of this and is working on making the process work better for the 2010 – 2011 administrative year and the future.

The internet is a good tool for communicating upcoming events.  E-blasts are used in which e-mail reminders are sent to a large group of CSWEA members to remind them of upcoming events. The E-blasts can be used for Section events too.
The Stockholm Junior Water Prize representative from Wisconsin is Christopher Welker from Nicolet High School.

The 2010 CSWEA Exchange event will be at the Kalarhari Resort in Wisconsin Dells on July 15th and 16th, 2010.  The event is a forum for the exchange of ideas and practices among the three state sections.

The proceeds to Wisconsin Section from the 2010 Midwest Water Industry are approximately $5,700.  The Expo will take place in 2011.  A memorandum of understanding with Wisconsin Water Association will be written.
WWOA Liaison Report: WWOA Liaison Dennis Egge presented a verbal report that closely followed the written report posted on the Wisconsin Section website. 

Jean Van Sistine from the Clarifier staff is stepping down after many years of helping with the publication.  Anybody interested in helping with the Clarifier publication should contact Bruce Bartel.
Committee Reports

Committee reports can be viewed on the Wisconsin Section website.  Noteworthy discussion items are summarized below.

Collection Systems: Chair Andrew Craven had submitted a written report and presented a verbal report.  No additional information was given in the verbal report. 
Government Affairs: Chair Brandon Koltz had submitted a written report and presented a verbal report. 

The most important issue is still nutrient criteria - specifically for phosphorus. A detailed report in regard to this issue is included in the written report.
The Mississippi River arsenic TMDL is developing.  The draft TMDL rule will be out for  comment soon. Brandon will work with Eric Lecuyer to compile comments from all three states A third draft of the thermal standards rule is out.  The most recent draft has more relaxed thermal standards.

The WEF Washington Briefing trip will be separate from the NACWA meeting in 2011.  Normally, the meetings are at the same time and place.  Brandon has attended both events in the past.  Brandon intends on attending the WEF Washington Briefing in March of 2011.

Tom Sigmund talked about the EPA proposed rule “Identification of Non-Hazardous Secondary Materials that are a Solid Waste”. The rule would define biosolids that are incinerated as a solid waste.  There is a concern about unintended impacts of the rulemaking. The rule needs to be written carefully since there are many diverse regulations that reference the definition of solid waste and regulate materials based on whether or not they are defined as a solid waste.
Industrial Waste:  Chair Bill Oldenburg had submitted a written report. A verbal report was not given since Bill was not at the meeting. 
Membership: Chair Jay Kemp gave a verbal report. 

Jay is working on the associate membership program.  The membership category is for a person who in interested in becoming a member of CSWEA but not WEF.  The annual membership fee is only $25.  
Jay noted that the WWOA Southern District in happening concurrently with the present CSWEA Annual Meeting.

Operations Committee: Chair Troy Larson had submitted a written report. A verbal report was not given since Troy was not at the meeting.
Management Seminar: Chair Ken Sedmak had submitted a written report. No new information was given in Ken’s verbal report. 
Public Education and Awareness: Chair Dale Doerr submitted a written report.  A verbal report was not given since Dale was not at the meeting.
Safety: No report received and no oral report presented, as the Committee Chair was not at this meeting. 

Watershed Management: Chair Julie McMullin had submitted a written report.  Julie also gave a verbal report with the following new information.
The committee is supporting the Water Star Wisconsin program.  The program is modeled after the Energy Star program, but instead recognizes communities that conserve and enhance water resources.  The program is looking for community to use for a case study.   The program is also looking for candidate communities to fill out a questionnaire and receive a star rating.
Students & Young Professionals: Chair Trevor Ghylin had submitted a written report. A verbal report was not given since Trevor was not at the meeting. 

Representatives Reports

Spring Biosolids Symposium: Jay Kemp gave a verbal report. Jay said that the 2010 symposium was in March and was a success.  

The 2011 symposium will be lead in planning by the CSWEA.  The symposium planning lead rotates each year between the Wisconsin DNR, WWOA and CSWEA. 

 Water Wastewater Education Association: No report received and no report was given as the Committee Chair was not at the meeting.  Dave Arnott stated the main purpose of the association was to use and keep current the Wisconsin DNR training calendar.  The purpose of the calendar is to prevent the situation where two or more training events or seminars geared toward the same audience, are happening at the same time. John Leonard said a good example of people not using the training calendar was having the CSWEA Annual Meeting and the American Public Works Association Meeting at the same time as was the case this year.  
Old Business

Board of Control Committee Liaison Activity: Dave Arnott encouraged all Board members to make their contacts with their respective committees. 
Committee Annual Plan Update:    

Dave Arnott encouraged all committee chairs to submit their Annual Plans if they have not already done so.  The Annual Plans are for the administrative year which runs from May 2010 to May of 2011. The purpose of the Annual Plan is to give focus to committees to complete one or two items. 
Committee Rosters: Dave Arnott encouraged all committees to get their updated rosters to him. 
Means of CSWEA Website Updates: Dave Arnott reported that based on his correspondence with Eric Lecuyer, the best way to have the CSWEA web sites updated is to copy the page where changes will be made to a word document, highlight the area being changed, and send that Word document to Eric with a description as to where the page is located on the CSWEA website. This is the existing update system. Eric did not think an “inbox” on the CSWEA web site would work as well as the system.
Additional Financial Support for Wisconsin Student Paper Competition Teams Attending WEFTEC: Dan Busch led the discussion.  A paper from Wisconsin will be presented at WEFTEC.  There is no money in the budget for travel expense for the student paper presentation at WEFTEC.  There is however $1,000 in the budget for the student design team registration at the Education Seminar and travel expenses to the CSWEA Annual Meeting that was not used.  It was decided that the Board would correspond on this issue by e-mail in the future to decide on this substitution.
New Business

Budget Review:  Dave Arnott distributed a report on the budget with year-to-date expenses as of 5/10/10. As of 5/10/10, we have received $2,420.00 of the projected revenue of $5,625.00 and we have spent $789.00 of the projected expenses of $11,655.00. The Wisconsin Section is fiscally healthy.

WEF Washington Briefing March of 2011: Brandon Koltz discussed this issue as part of his Government Affairs Report.

Wisconsin Section Service Award 

Bill Marten was presented with the 2010 Wisconsin Section Chair award.  Bill’s work on the Spring Biosolids Symposium over the years and as Secretary/Treasurer was noted. The plaque was given to Ken Sedmak since Bill was not at the meeting.
Passing of the Gavel

The gavel was passed to Keith Haas who was installed as the new Chair.

2010/2011 Wisconsin Section Chair Remarks

Keith Haas acknowledged the hard work and excellent leadership of the past Chair, Jim Beier.  Jim was unable to be at the meeting so Dave Arnott kept the plaque to give to Jim. 

Keith Haas stated that he is excited to be Chair.  Keith would like people that don’t wear suits and ties to feel welcome to the organization.  Keith would like us to increase membership and reach out to municipal field.   Keith would also like to focus on Young Professionals as they are the future of the organization
John Leonard stated that he would like to see the section reduce reserves and have more money go to support the Young Professionals.

 Upcoming Events
“Classic” Collection System Seminar – June 6, 2010, Watertown, WI

Pretreatment Seminar – June 16, 2010, Oshkosh, WI

CSX – July 15th and 16, 2010 Wisconsin Dells, WI

“Northwoods” Collection System Seminar – July 29, 2010, Marshfield, WI

Management Seminar - August 5, 2010, Richfield, WI

Summer Board Meeting  – to be announced`
YP Brewer Outing  – to be announced
Adjournment. 

There being no further new business, Tom Bunker moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Second by Joan Hawley.  Motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 8:59 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted:

David W. Arnott

Secretary/Treasurer

Wisconsin Section - CSWEA
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