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Water Environment Association

Minutes of the Annual Business Meeting

Wisconsin Section - Central States Water Environment Association

November 11, 2009
Holiday Inn of Fond du Lac
Chair Jim Beier called the Wisconsin Section of Central States Water Environment Association Annual Business meeting to order at 2:10 p.m. on November 11, 2009 at the Holiday Inn hotel in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.

Board Members present:

· Jim Beier, Chair

· Keith Haas, Vice Chair 

· Tom Sigmund, CSWEA Trustee

· Dennis Egge, WWOA Liaison

· Dave Arnott, Secretary/Treasurer

· Steve Godfrey, Past Chair

Other members present were: Dale Doerr, Randy Belanger, Peter Petersen, Brandon Koltz, Jim Kleinschmidt, Rachel Lee, and Andrew Craven. 
Introduction of those present:  All attendees introduced themselves.  

Approval of the August 12, 2009 Summer Board Meeting Minutes:  Steve Godfrey mentioned that the minutes need to be corrected to not list him in attendance. Keith Hass moved that the meeting minutes for the August 12th, 2009 Summer Board Meeting be approved with the correction . Second by Tom Sigmund. Motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Dave Arnott presented the Treasurer’s report, which showed a balance in the Section’s accounts of $32,517.02 as of November 6th, 2009.  Of this amount, $8,499.59 was in our checking account, $8,057.71 was in our savings account, $5,408.34 was in our 14-month CD, and $10,551.38 was in our 8-month CD.  Dave Arnott explained that the proceeds from the 2009 Management Seminar were not included in the above totals as the Section has not received their portion of any profit. It was expected that this seminar would turn a profit in 2009.
Dale Doerr moved that the Treasurer’s report be accepted as presented. Second by Keith Haas. Motion passed.

CSWEA Trustee Report:  Trustee Tom Sigmund presented a verbal summary of significant items in his written report, which is posted on the Wisconsin Section website. Highlights of his verbal report are as follows:
The last meeting of the CSWEA Executive Meeting was October 11, 2009 at the Peabody Hotel in Orlando, Florida. The meeting was held in conjunction with WEFTEC. 
Cash at CSWEA is down about 25 percent.  This is due to three main factors: the income from the 2009 Annual Meeting was down, $6,500 invested for the Water for People fundraiser needs to be recouped, and lastly, we are still waiting for the WEFTEC reception reimbursements to come in.   There were 55 sponsors this year for the WEFTEC reception. This is a decrease from the number of sponsors we have seen in the past.
The Executive Committee is considering built in financial goals for the 2010 Annual Meeting in an effort to make it more profitable. Other ideas are being considered as well.
The Education Seminar is schedule for April 6th, 2010 at the Monona Terrace in Madison, Wisconsin. Dave Arnott mentioned that he e-mailed Jay Kemp encouraging him to get the event on the DNR training calendar.  A Student Paper competition in conjunction with the seminar will take place in 2010.

There is a new procedure for updating the website.  Tom Sigmund mentioned that there are many website updates required for awards.

The 2010 Midwest Water Industry Expo (MWIE) is in the process of being planned.  AWWA will probably have a reduced role in the planning for this event.  Since there is a need for planning assistance, MARC will become involved with the MWIE sooner than expected.  MARC was originally scheduled to be involved starting for the 2011 event.  Eric Lecuyer will also help MARC in the planning.  Jay Kemp will step off the committee and be replaced by Tom Mulcahy.
The Water for People Super Bowl fundraiser is presently going on.  Tickets are $100 each and a total of 300 tickets will be sold.  People do not have to be a member of WEF in order to win. The winner will earn two tickets including hotel and airfare to the 2010 Super Bowl in Miami, Florida.
WWOA Liaison Report: WWOA Liaison Dennis Egge presented a verbal report. 
The 2010 Annual Meeting will be in Wisconsin Dells.  The Technical Planning Committee will meet on February 16, 2010 in Wisconsin Dells to review and select the Technical Program. 

The WWOA Board gave approval for involvement at the CSWEA Annual Meeting. This was identified as a good way for the WWOA and Wisconsin Section CSWEA organizations to get to know each other and create additional membership. The Southern District will hold its regional meeting as part of the 2010 CSWEA Annual Meeting in Madison.  The Southern District will also sponsor a technical program at the CSWEA Annual Meeting.   
Committee Reports

Committee reports can be viewed on the Wisconsin Section website.  Noteworthy discussion items pertaining to each committee are summarized below.

Collection Systems: Chair Andrew Craven had submitted a written report and presented a verbal report. The committee was pleased that the “Northwoods” Collection System seminar posted a profit.  The committee received good feedback on the speakers and facilities.
Government Affairs: Brandon Koltz submitted a written report. Brandon presented a verbal report.
Based on the information Brandon gathered at WEFTEC, there are a lot of new federal regulatory efforts underway. Examples of this include the Wet Weather / Blending and the SSO Rule which are currently being reviewed by EPA.   Both these issues could be revised with one rule making effort. These federal regulatory efforts will be reflected in the 2010 Government Affairs seminar. 
Jim Kleinschmidt reported that the DNR Board will consider the phosphorus rule in January of 2010.  Public hearings will follow when the final draft rule is published is late winter/ early spring. 
Jim feels that the DNR Technical Committee does not have a strong technical ability from a wastewater treatment standpoint.  The two POTW’s on the committee are from Milwaukee and Madison.  The individuals from these facilities come from a legal and soil-scientist background.  
 A long discussion ensued as to what role Wisconsin Section should have when the final draft rule is published.  It was unclear as to if Wisconsin Section should take a formal stance on either side of this issue once the final draft rule is published. 
Formal methods of information dissemination in response to this issue were discussed.  The right time for this would be after the draft final rule is published. Ideas included an information letter to all Section members and/or and a new part of the Wisconsin Section CSWEA website dedicated to this specific rule making. 
It was decided that Wisconsin Section should continue to act as the leading source for technical information on the topic. Specific technical information that could be provided would be the levels on incremental treatment for various biological, chemical, and mechanical removal processes and the cost associated with each. Lobbying organizations that WI Section would provide information too could include MEG, Alliance of Cities, and League of Municipalities.
Tom Sigmund discussed an EPA guideline in which they identity sewer rates at over 2% of annual household income as being unaffordable. The guideline also states that sewer rates at 1% of annual household income should start to be looked at closely.  Using these guidelines, at a statewide average household annual income of $54,000, there is a lot of room for sewer rate increases that would still be considered affordable. The typical quarterly sewer rate bill in Wisconsin is about $60. 
Industrial Waste:  No verbal report was given, as the Committee Chair was not at the meeting.  Dave Arnott reported that he corresponded with Brian Molenaar via e-mail and confirmed that the 2010 Pretreatment Seminar will take place.
Membership: No report received and no oral report presented, as the Committee Chair was not at this meeting.
Operations Committee: A written report was received and distributed at the meeting. Rachel Lee and Dave Arnott explained that the committee needs new names for candidates for the Operations, Hatfield and Laboratory Analyst Excellence Award. The Hatfield and Laboratory Analyst Excellence Awards are Sections awards with the winner selected from one finalist from each state.
Management Seminar: No report received and no oral report presented, as the Committee Chair was not at this meeting. We are waiting for proceeds from this seminar.
Public Education and Awareness: Chair Dale Doerr submitted a written report and presented a verbal report. Dale reported that he sent a mass e-mail to all the teachers that received monitoring kit sin early 2009 as part of Work Monitoring Day requesting feedback on the kits.  He received 10 responses that were mostly positive.  A couple responses indicated that High School students may be too old for the kits and that they are really geared towards Middle School Students. 
It was discussed that the kits were only sent to teachers that requested them.  An advertisement of the Word Monitoring Day program and the availability of the test kits through Wisconsin Section CSWEA was posted on a teachers’ web site and all the kits planned to be ordered were quickly reserved.

Jim Beier mentioned that when he dropped off the kits to numerous schools, they were warmly received and the staff was excited.  

It was decided to purchase the kits and continue to promote World Monitoring Day in 2010. 
Dale plans to register for a booth at the 2010 Wisconsin Society of Science Teachers in La Crosse in April of 2010.

Safety: No report received and no oral report presented, as the Committee Chair was not at this meeting.  

Watershed Management: No report received and no oral report presented, as the Committee Chair was not at this meeting.

Students & Young Professionals: Trevor Ghylin submitted a written report. Rachel Lee presented a verbal report.

The UW/AWWA “Night with Industry” Dinner is planned for December 7th, in Madison, WI. The event is being cosponsored by WWA.
Representatives Reports

Spring Biosolids Symposium: Bill Marten had submitted a written report. No verbal report was given. 
Water Wastewater Education Association: A written report was received and distributed along with all the other meeting materials.
Nomination Committee Report/Election of Officers

Steve Godfrey shared the Nomination Committee report in which Dave Arnott was recommended for Secretary/Treasurer and Jane Carlson was recommended for Vice Chair. 

Jim Beier called for any other nominations for Secretary/ Treasurer and Vice Chair three times and no other nominations were presented.  Keith Haas moved that Dave Arnott be elected to the position of Secretary/Treasurer and Jane Carlson be elected to the position of Vice Chair.  Seconded by Brandon Koltz.  The motion passed.

Old Business

Wisconsin Section 2020 Budget Review /Approval: Dave Arnott presented a draft budget based on feedback from Committee Chairs.  The following changes were made to the draft budget based on discussion:
Net proceeds from the Government Affairs Seminar were reduced from $700.00 to $500.00

Student Chapter Support was reduced from $1,150.00 to $600.00.

Several line items were named more descriptively to better identify what they are intended for. 

The final budget has anticipated income of $5,625.00 and expenses totaling $11,655.00 for a net loss of $6,030.00. Dale Doerr moved that the budget with the minor changes discussed be approved.  Second by Dennis Egge. Motion passed.  
New Officer Bank Account Signatory Authority: Dave Arnott is working with US Bank in Delafield to give Tom Sigmund, Keith Haas and Jim Beier signatory authority for the Section’s accounts.
New Business

Status Report of Respective Committees Chairs for Awards:  Dave Arnott stated that Operations Committee is looking for nominees. The backlog of nominees has been reduced because we have had a number of nominees be successful (this relates to the Hatfield and Laboratory Analyst Excellence awards), the Hatfield and Laboratory Analyst Excellence awards require that the nominee be a member of WEF, and the fact that advertising has not produced many nominees.  The award packet for Operations, Hatfield, and the Laboratory Analyst Excellence awards are due to CSWEA by December 1, 2008.
Strategic Plan:  Keith Haas is reviewing the Strategic Plan and will monitor the Section’s activities and progress in relation to the Strategic Plan going forward. Keith will keep Jane Carlson involved as she will be responsible for revising the Strategic Plan in the 2010/2011 administrative year.
 Upcoming Events

AWWA/ WEF UW Madison Student Chapter “Night with Industry” Dinner – December 7, 2010  - Madison, WI

Midwest Water Industry Water Expo – February 9th-10th, 2010 Wisconsin Dells

Winter Board Meeting – February 22, 2010, Middleton, WI

Government Affairs Seminar – February 23, 2010, Middleton, WI

Spring Biolsolids Symposium – March 9, 2010, Stevens Point, WI

Education Seminar – April 6, 2010, Madison, WI

Adjournment

There being no further new business the meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted:

David W. Arnott

Secretary/Treasurer

Wisconsin Section - CSWEA
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