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Water Environment Association

Minutes of the Summer Board Meeting

Wisconsin Section - Central States Water Environment Association

August 12, 2009

Ruekert/Mielke, Inc, Waukesha, WI
Chair Jim Beier called the Wisconsin Section of Central States Water Environment Association Summer Board meeting to order at 2:02 p.m. on August 12, 2009 at the offices of Ruekert/Mielke, Inc. in Waukesha, Wisconsin.

Board Members present:

· Jim Beier, Chair

· Keith Haas, Vice Chair 

· Tom Sigmund, CSWEA Trustee

· Dennis Egge, WWOA Liaison

· Dave Arnott, Secretary/Treasurer
Other members present were: Trevor Ghylin, Randy Belanger, and Dale Doerr.

Introduction of those present:  All attendees introduced themselves.  

Approval of the May 20, 2009  CSWEA Annual Meeting minutes :  Tom Sigmund moved that the meeting minutes for the above meeting be approved. Second by Randy Belanger.  Motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Dave Arnott presented the Treasurer’s report, which showed a balance in the Section’s accounts of $33,635.11 as of August 3, 2009.  Of this amount, $9,617.92 was in our checking account, $8,057.47 was in our savings account, $5,408.34.79 was in our 14-month CD, and $10,551.38 was in our 8-month CD.  Dave mentioned that the financial numbers as presented, did not include any proceeds from the Watertown Collection System seminar.  Randy Belanger said he will follow up with Ruth Delay about the status of the disbursements.

Tom Sigmund moved that the Treasurer’s report be accepted as presented. Second by Dennis Egge. Motion passed.

CSWEA Trustee Report:  Trustee Tom Sigmund presented a verbal summary of significant items in his written report, which is posted on the Wisconsin Section website.

Water for People is CSWEA’s charity of choice. The Association will again promote a fundraiser raffle in conjunction with the Superbowl.   Three hundred (300) tickets at $100 each will be sold.  The winner will earn a trip or two to the 2010 Superbowl. You do not need to be a member of WEF to win the raffle. Jim Beier handed out a pamphlet on the raffle.

Tom encouraged members to submit people for awards.  There are numerous CSWEA and WEF awards that are available each year.  Wisconsin Section has many deserving people.


Jay Kemp is looking for a replacement to lead the Midwest Water Industry Expo.  

An Ad Hoc Committee was formed for addressing universal wastewater treatment problems such as digester foaming and micro-pollutants.  The focus of the workshops would be on a topic that is outside the area of the Education Seminar for that particular year (the Education Seminar has a rotating focus on one area -  activated sludge, nutrient removal, or solids management each year).  The exact make-up of the committee is not yet known.  Tom Sigmund will coordinate with Eric Lecuyer on the committee make-up.

The MARC committee is interested in ways to invigorate the group.  MARC wants to look at and possibly model itself based on the WEF MARC committee.  The MARC committee is a group of manufacturers, representatives, and consultants that gives feedback on the degree of exposure for specific trade shows.  MARC will provide feed-back on the make-up of the CSWEA Annual Meeting. 

WWOA Liaison Report: WWOA Liaison Dennis Egge presented a verbal summary of key items. 

The UW Water Library Resources Program is still going well.  Dennis explained that the program is a joint effort with WWOA in which wastewater reference material can be checked out of various UW system libraries. Material can even be shared between libraries to make it more convenient.  This is a great resource to get study material for various operators’ licenses.  WWOA has appointed a person to track what material is being used and what material should be purchased in the future. Jim Beier asked who that person was.  Dennis will look into that issue and get back to Jim.

Dennis pointed out that the WWOA website has a section on this program, but CSWEA is not identified.  Dennis will look into this.  

Dave Arnott and Jim Beier will coordinate with Eric Lecuyer to get a link on the CSWEA website to the WWOA website on this program. 

 Committee Reports

Committee reports can be viewed on the Wisconsin Section website.  Noteworthy discussion items pertaining to each committee are summarized below.

Collection Systems: Chair Andrew Craven had submitted a written report. Randy Belanger  presented a verbal report with the following additional information. 

The committee is looking for an operator to join their committee.

The committee has been tracking who has been attending the “Classic” and the “North Woods” collection seminars to make sure they are reaching different audiences.  The committee estimates that at least 75 percent at the “North Woods” seminar, were not at the “Classic” seminar. 

There was some discussion that for many municipalities in northern Wisconsin, operators are only allowed to join one association.  The association of choice is Rural Water.  This may be hindering attendance for the “North Woods” seminar..

Randy stated that an I/I survey was mailed out to those people in attendance at the seminars.  Out of 250 mailed out, 43 were completed and returned. The survey was well received.

The “hooks” of the collection system seminar were discussed.  These were identified as: the I/I survey results, the golf event, and the safety presentation.

Jim Beier questioned if Wisconsin Section split the loss of any seminar. Dave Arnott stated that we did. 

Government Affairs: Committee Chair Brandon Koltz was not at the meeting so Tom Sigmund led the discussion. 

Tom mentioned that the work for two TMDL’s, one for the Fox River and one for the Rock River, continues.

Tom explained how there is a question on if municipal wastewater sewage sludge falls under the solid waste code or the sewage sludge code.  There can be good arguments for both cases.  The National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA) is involved with this issue.

Joan Hawley has draft guidance on preparing a Utility Analysis.  It was suggested that Keith Haas and Dennis Egge look at this.

A discussion on the Wisconsin Section CSWEA Board liaison responsibilities ensued.  The main idea is that Board members are part of select committees to populate those committees, to share the work load, and to serve as a liaison from the committee level, where most of the work of the Section takes place, to the Board.  Dave Arnott will distribute Board liaison assignments via e-mail in the future.

Industrial Waste:  No report received and no oral report presented, as the Committee Chair was not at this meeting. 

Membership: No report received and no oral report presented, as the Committee Chair was not at this meeting.

Operations Committee: No report received and no oral report presented, as the Committee Chair was not at this meeting.

Management Seminar: No report received and no oral report presented, as the Committee Chair was not at this meeting.

Public Education and Awareness: Chair Dale Doerr submitted a written report and presented a verbal report.

The reimbursement for the student and teacher travel expenses for the national Stockholm Junior Water Prize in Anchorage Alaska was discussed.  There may have been a mistake in Wisconsin Section reimbursing CSWEA the wrong amount (not enough money) for this expense.  Dave Arnott will look into. 

World Monitoring Day was discussed.  Wisconsin Section participated in this in 2009.  So far, we have not received any feedback.  Dale will send out a group e-mail to the teachers that were given kits after school starts back up in September.  The response may impact whether Wisconsin Section participates in this again.

Safety: No report received and no oral report presented, as the Committee Chair was not at this meeting.  It was pointed out that this committee helped with the popular safety talk at the two Collection System seminars the past year. That arrangement is working well. 

Watershed Management: No report received and no oral report presented, as the Committee Chair was not at this meeting. 

Bill Krill is looking to get off this committee. 

Students & Young Professionals: Trevor Ghylin submitted a written report and presented a verbal report.

There two upcoming events for Young Professionals (YPs).  The first event is the YP Brewer outing which is tonight.  The tailgate before the game starts at 5:15 pm.

There is as Education Seminar at Centrisys in Kenosha on September 16 at 6:00 pm.  The seminar will focus on biological phosphorus removal. Marc Zimmerman is helping Trevor and Rachel in coordinating the event.

Representatives Reports

Spring Biosolids Symposium: No report received and no oral report presented, as the Committee Chair was not at this meeting. 

Water Wastewater Education Association: No formal report received and no oral report presented, as the Committee Chair was not at this meeting. Dave Arnott read an e-mail sent by concerning the committee.  The e-mail stated that the focus for the association will be internships.

Old Business

Student Chapters:  This topic was covered as part of the CSX Report under New Business.

World Monitoring Day: This topic was discussed under the Committee reports. Monitoring kits will be available in April, May and June. 

New Business

CSX Report:  The Central States Exchange was held on July 16th and 17th this year. The purpose of the meeting is for the three Sections to exchange ideas on best practices. 

Jim Beier lead a discussion on student chapters. There was general talk of starting a student chapter at Marquette. Jim talked to Dan Busch about this at CSX. A combined student chapter including University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee was tried in the past, but that effort never gained traction.  Presently, the thinking is that it may be more successful to not have a combined chapter and just start one for Marquette. Tom Sigmund noted that the key is to find a faculty member to promote the effort.  Dan Zitomer may be a good contact to start with at Marquette.  Jim Beier will follow up with Dan.  There was also discussion about putting the contacts for each student chapter on the CSWEA website.  It would be good to post the key faculty member and the student chapter president/chair for each student chapter.  

The other main topic at CSX was to have each state’s operations association sponsor a technical session at the CSWEA Annual Meeting.  This would be a good way to for CSWEA and the state operator’s association to know each other.  The regional meetings could even be held in conjunction with the CSWEA Annual meeting.  The association could have a reduced rate to encourage attendance.  Dennis Egge has spoken to the Southern and Southeast Regions about this idea.  The idea would have to be approved by the WWOA Board to move forward.  Dennis will continue to coordinate.

The 2010 CSX will be in July in Wisconsin Dells at the Kalahari Hotel.

Update Committee Roster:  Dave Arnott will coordinate with the committee chairs to get the rosters updated. 

New Officer Bank Account Signatory Authority:  Dave Arnott explained that the Chair, Vice Chair, and Trustee should have bank account signatory authority to be used in an emergency. Dave will coordinate with these officers in the future to accomplish this. Copies of drivers’ licenses were made since this is required by the bank as part of this process.  

Miscellaneous New Business Not on Agenda:
Tom Sigmund asked if it would make sense to have another CD.  Dave explained that as of now, the amount of money in the checking account to cover committee expenses and seminars is appropriate and that locking up more money with a CD would not be a good idea.
Jim Beier stated that the budget process will be a little different this year.  Jim would like to have the budget for 2010 reflect the actual expenses.  For example, if a committee has not been using the full amount for a specific line item, that line item should be reduced to better match what is really expended. 
Dennis Egge stated that attendance from municipalities at the various conferences for 2010 could be down.  Municipalities are facing very stringent budgets and money for travel to seminars may be reduced compared to levels in previous years. 

Dennis also talked about how the DNR is implementing 9-day furloughs for their staff to reduce costs.
The award recipient listing in the CSWEA website is out of date.  Dave Arnott, Troy Larson and Jim Beier will coordinate to update the listing.
 Upcoming Events

YP Brewer Outing – August 12, 2009 Milwaukee, WI

YP Education Seminar – September 16, Kenosha, WI

Annual Business Meeting – November, 2009 Fond du Lac, WI

Adjournment

There being no further, Keith Haas moved to adjourn the meeting.  Second by Dale Doerr. Motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted:

David W. Arnott

Secretary/Treasurer
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