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Receipts

:

Interest Earned

$11.44

TOTAL RECEIPTS

$11.44

Disbursements

:

Bank Service Fees

$3.00

CSWEA - Wisconsin Section 2005 Contribution to Website Upgrade

$1,000.00

Village of Oakfield - 2005 Government Affairs Seminar Reimbursement

$165.00

Madison West Marriott – 2005 Winter Board Meeting

$16.38

Madison West Marriott – 2005 Government Affairs Seminar

$8,329.62

City of Marshfield - 2005 Government Affairs Seminar Reimbursement

$55.00

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS

($9,569.00)

BALANCE ON HAND AS OF 5/19/2005

Respectfully Submitted,

William L. Marten

Date

Secretary/Treasurer

Wisconsin Section – CSWEA

March 2, 2005 – May 19, 2005

$18,149.63

$27,707.19







Trustee’s Report – Tom Krueger, Trustee

To:
Bill Marten, Secretary/Treasurer

Re:     Wisconsin Section Board Meeting, 05/24/05

The Central States Executive Committee has not met since the last Wisconsin Section Board Meeting on March 2, 2005. Tom Krueger will present a verbal report at the May 24, 2005 Wisconsin Section Meeting.
WWOA Liaison’s Report – Jim Thalke, Liaison

The WWOA Board met on April 28 & 29, 2005 at the Regency Suites in Green Bay, Wisconsin.

Highlights of the meeting include:

· The redrafted Letters of Understanding between Central States WI section and WWOA regarding the Collection System Seminar were discussed and approved by the WWOA Board.

· President Nennig appointed Rich Boden and Jim Thalke to represent the WWOA on the Spring Bio-Solids Symposium Committee.

· Approval of Master Agreement between WWOA and CSWEA-WI for the UW Extension to receive electronic mailing lists from both organizations.

· WWOA Operator Training Committee will be offering training in Sampling and Flow Monitoring the first session will be in Fond du Lac on June 14th. 

· Approval of the Financial Statement and 2005-2006 Budget

· Presentation of Committee Reports by all standing committees.

The 39th Annual W.W.O.A. Conference will be held earlier this year.  The date is October 4 -7, 2005 at the KI Conference Center in Green Bay. 

Respectively Submitted

Jim Thalke

WWOA Liaison

Collection System – Frank Tiefert, Chair

Item 1.  The annual Collections System Seminar is proceeding on schedule for the June 2, 2005 event.  Speakers have been selected, brochures prepared and mailed, arrangements for the hall and lunch are in place, and the vendors are scheduled for the afternoon display at the park.  

Item 2.  Central States and the WWOA wanted to update the letter of understanding regarding the Collections System Seminar.  The committee provided suggestions to the WWOA and Central States for changes to the letter so that it more accurately reflects how the committee has been functioning.

Item 3.  We are trying to improve our method of finding and recommending an individual for the annual Collection System Award.  Tom Krueger is heading a sub-committee on this subject.

Minutes from our last meeting are shown below.

Wisconsin Section 

Collection System Committee

Meeting Minutes

Thursday, March 3, 2005, Noon
Meeting Attendance:  Jim Thalke, Frank Tiefert, Jim Fratrick, Joan Hawley, Andy Craven, Tom Krueger, Paul Lange, Jessica Swan

2005 Collection System Seminar

Date:  June 2, 2005 (Watertown)

Subjects and Speakers Agenda:  Please look schedule over and confirm presentation titles, speaker names and titles with Frank Tiefert by March 18, 2005.  

8:15
“Case Study: Village of Campbellsport Sewer Lateral Program”  Dr. Dean Uelmen – Village President (committee contact – Joan Hawley) 

8:45
“What’s New in Sewer Lateral Maintenance Policies” Tom Krueger – Village of Grafton 

9:15
“FOG in the Collection System” (committee contact - Jim Beier)

9:45 
Break 

10:15
“National Fire Protection Agency (NFPA) Arc Flash – Speaker? 

10:45
“WE Energies – Incentives Programs” Paul Schueller President (committee contact Bob Lecey)

11:15
“Case Study: Stormwater Exfiltration” – (committee contact Keith Alexander)

11:45
Lunch

1:00
Vendor Display & Demonstrations

3:00
Prize Raffle

Afternoon Vendor Programs

Bob Lecey sent out the invites and 5 vendors have accepted so far.

Brochure

Keith’s Alexander’s responsibility for brochures. .  He will pass off the completed brochures to Tom Krueger for mailing.  Forward Tim Bronn’s name to Keith, as he wants to be involved in the brochure completion.

Committee Assignment Reports

· Speaker Evaluations – Andy Craven.  Waiting until speaker names are confirmed.

· Speaker Gifts, etc. – Jim Fratrick

· Door Prizes – Jim Beier

· Vendor Board – Tim Bronn – Frank Tiefert will brief him on this.

2005 Collection Systems Award 

Tom Krueger does not need much committee involvement for this.

Will be keeping this at a sub-committee level.  Plan to meet sometime during summer in order to have a final decision by October.  

Collection System Seminar Letter of Understanding

This document has been revised/updated.  Take a look at and contact Frank Tiefert with any revisions/suggestions.  Frank will send a copy electronically to members not attending meeting.

WWOA Mailing 

A discussion occurred regarding using the WWOA mailing list.  Timothy Nennig updated the group that WWOA is reviewing their policy regarding the mailing list.  This will not be resolved by the seminar.  Updates to occur via Tim & Jim Thalke .  

Next Meeting:  The Seminar June 2, 2005.

Thank everyone for your help in making this a successful seminar year after year.

Submitted by:  Jessica Swan

Government Affairs Committee – Dave Taylor, Chair

To:

Bill Marten; Wisconsin Section

From:

David Taylor; Government Affairs Committee Chair



Bill Desing, Government Affairs Committee Vice-Chair

Date:

May 17, 2005

Subject:
Committee Report

The primary focus of the Government Affairs Committee is to identify and track various regulatory/legislative initiatives that may have a significant focus on Wisconsin Section members.  Attached please find reports prepared by individual committee members summarizing activities in the areas that they are responsible for tracking.

Government Affairs Seminar Report

Wisconsin Section – Central States WEA

Tom Foltz/Strand
The 2005 Government Affairs Seminar was held on Thursday, March 3, at the Marriott Madison West on John Q. Hammons Drive.  Preliminary information indicates that 215 people pre-registered, 22 registered at the door and there were 10 complimentary registrants.

Projected revenue for the 2005 seminar is $13,255 and projected costs are $11,500.  Net revenue is split with WWOA.  CALS generally holds all revenue until they reconcile their costs with the Wisconsin Section.  The Marriott bills have been paid and the only unpaid costs that I am aware of are those for CALS’ services.  All costs for this conference are normally paid by the end of June.

The 2006 Government Affairs Seminar will be held on Thursday, February 23 at the Marriott Madison West. A contract reserving the conference room has been signed.  Conference planning generally begins in September.  Final details will be available later this year.

ATCP 40

David Taylor/Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District

Earlier this spring, the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection revised Chapter ATCP 40, which relates to the manufacture and distribution of fertilizer and soil/plant additives.  As proposed, sewage sludge produced by any process designed to reduce pathogens to non-detectable levels (e.g. Class A biosolids) would have fallen under the definition of a “finished sewage sludge, been regulated as a fertilizer and subject to the associated licensing and fee requirements in ATCP 40.  The fees would have been substantial, amounting to $1.48/wet ton/year.  Comments provided by MMSD, MEG and WDNR led DATCP to change the definition of a finished sewage sludge product, so that it does not include sewage sludge distributed under a pollutant discharge elimination permit issued by the Department of Natural Resources s. 283.31 or 283.35, Stats.  This change means that the fees are not applicable to Class A biosolids except in very rare circumstances where the biosolids/biosolids products are not distributed under a WPDES permit.  The DACP Board met on May 11th in La Crosse and adopted the proposed revisions to ATCP 40.  

ATCP 50 and NRCS 590/David Taylor, Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District

Previous regulatory updates have highlighted the need for biosolids managers need to pay close attention to ATCP 50, since it may have a significant impact on land application programs, particularly as it relates to phosphorus management.  Impacts could include the need for larger land bases, increased hauling distances, and increased program costs.  In some instances, phosphorus restrictions may make land application prohibitive and/or could lead to reluctance on the part of a farm customer to use biosolids.  ATCP 50 is closely linked to NRCS 590, which identifies three different approaches that can be used to address phosphorus management.  One promising tool is the Phosphorus Index (PI) approach.  The PI assesses the relative risk of a field to deliver phosphorus to surface water.

Earlier this spring, the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection accepted public comments on proposed revisions to ATCP 50.  Many agencies also provided comments on NRCS 590.  The public comment period is now closed.  DATCP is reviewing those comments and anticipates issuing revisions to ATCP 50 later this year.  Significant comments received by DATCP as they relate to biosolids management include:

· The need to align ATCP 50 with NR 151 by providing an exemption if the primary source of nutrients comes from biosolids.

· Providing variance language that recognizes that compliance with a performance standard or technical standard may not be feasible due to site conditions.

· General support for the PI concept, but a desire to use a specific PI value as a target or goal, rather than a regulatory requirement.

Biosolids-Radioactivity/David Taylor; Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA or Agency) and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), through the Interagency Steering Committee on Radiation Standards (ISCORS), recently released final versions of the following two reports concerning radioactivity in sewage sludge (biosolids) and biosolids incinerator ash: 

· ISCORS Assessment of Radioactivity in Sewage Sludge: Radiological Survey Results and Analysis; and

· ISCORS Assessment of Radioactivity in Sewage Sludge: Recommendations on Management of Radioactive Materials in Sewage Sludge and Ash at Publicly Owned Treatment Works (Recommendations Report).
These reports supplement another ISCORS report, released in November 2003, titled:


· ISCORS Assessment of Radioactivity in Sewage Sludge:  Radiological Survey Results and Analysis
With the release of these latest reports, the ISCORS effort to assess radioactive materials in sewage sludge (biosolids), which began in 1995, is essentially complete. All three final documents are available on the ISCORS website library http://www.iscors.org/library.html).   No further efforts are expected from either EPA or the NRC on this issue.  

ISCORS was tasked with evaluating the need to establish limits on radioactivity in biosolids and biosolids incinerator ash.  As a result of their 10 year evaluation effort, ISCORS is not recommending the establishment of regulatory limits on radioactivity in biosolids or biosolids incinerator ash.  Instead, their final Recommendations Report provides a screening procedure and some  recommended actions for publicly owned treatment works (POTWs) that have concerns about radioactivity in their biosolids  or biosolids incinerator ash, and a guideline level for exposures (10 millirems/year) above which POTWs should conduct more extensive investigations.  The Recommendations Report clearly states that this guideline exposure level is not a regulatory limit.

Potential EPA Part 503 Round 3 Parameters/David Taylor; Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District

EPA will begin conducting a limited survey of biosolids quality this summer to support potential rulemaking efforts.  At a Washington D.C. briefing in early May, EPA indicated that the survey would focus on about 10 parameters and is likely to include two bacteriological parameters (Fecal Coliform and Salmonella).  EPA anticipates that biosolids from about 100 POTWs will be sampled as part of this effort.  Data will be subject to a preliminary risk based screening process to determine whether there is a need to proceed with future rulemaking.

National Biosolids Partnership EMS Demonstration Program/David Taylor; Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District

Approximately eighty wastewater agencies are now participating National Biosolids Partnership (NBP) Environmental Management System (EMS) demonstration program, including Appleton, Green Bay MSD, Madison MSD, and Milwaukee MSD.  Six agencies have successfully gone through the third party audit process and have been certified.  The NBP is evaluating ways to encourage greater participation in the EMS process.  They are looking at developing a tiered recognition approach and are considering changes that may not require agencies to make an upfront commitment to participate in an independent 3rd party audit process.  Specific recommendations for a tiered approach will be presented to the NBP Steering Committee this summer.  In addition, the NBP is looking at ways to streamline the EMS program and will be providing examples showing multiple ways that demonstration agencies have satisfied the EMS requirements.  All agencies are encouraged to visit the NBP website http://www.biosolids.org/ to learn more about the EMS program.  In addition, those agencies that are not currently participating in the formal EMS demonstration program are encouraged to consider using the EMS principles and elements as a tool for improving overall biosolids management performance.

Wastewater Security

Rusty Schroedel/Earth Tech

Legislation
No further actions have been taken on the Wastewater Treatment Works Security and Safety Act (S779) or the house and senate versions of the Wastewater Treatment Works Security Act of 2003 (HR866, S1039).

Senate Committee Receives Report on Wastewater Security 
In 2003, Congress considered legislation that would have provided funds to assess the vulnerability of wastewater facilities, make physical security improvements, and conduct research. As a result, Chairman James Inhofe (R-OK) and Ranking Member James Jeffords (I-VT) of the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works (EPW) asked the Government Accountability Office (GAO) to identify: 1) the key security-related vulnerabilities affecting the nation’s wastewater systems, 2) specific activities the federal government should support to improve wastewater security, and 3) the criteria that should be used to determine how any federal funds are allocated among recipients to improve their security and the methods that should be used to distribute these funds. In early March, the EPW released the GAO report entitled Wastewater Facilities, Experts' Views on How Federal Funds Should be Spent to Improve Security (http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d05165.pdf).

The report recommends priorities for federal government funding to improve the security of wastewater treatment facilities and. The report found that:

"Experts identified 11 key actions when asked to identify and set priorities for the security-enhancing activities most deserving of federal support…Three were particularly noteworthy because they were given a rating of highest priority by a substantial number of the experts…The first activity was the replacement of gaseous chemicals used in wastewater treatment with less hazardous alternatives…The second activity cited was improving local, state, and regional efforts to coordinate responses in advance of a potential terrorist threat…Finally, the third activity cited was completing vulnerability assessments for individual wastewater systems."

The GAO report also identifies collection systems’ network of pipes as a key vulnerability and recommends more security training opportunities for wastewater utility operators, hardening facilities against attack, as well as increasing research and development to improve detection, assessment and response as priorities. The report recommends priorities on how the federal government should spend its resources in the wastewater treatment security arena. The report concludes that collection systems are among the most vulnerable physical components of wastewater utilities and identifies several areas which require federal financial support. These include replacing gaseous chemicals with less harmful alternatives; improving state, local and regional collaboration; and completing vulnerability assessments for individual wastewater systems. The report also identifies more training opportunities for wastewater utility operators, hardening facilities against attack, and increasing research and development to improve detection, assessment and response as priorities. 

AMSA to Work with Homeland Security on Chlorine Gas Decision Tree
AMSA has been awarded a contract from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to develop a decision tree and report template to help utilities assess and examine chlorine gas alternatives for water and wastewater disinfection. The decision tree will help utilities evaluate the potential costs and benefits of conversion and evaluate whether an alternative disinfection method will still enable them to meet their permit requirements. The planned report template will allow the results of the decision tree analysis to be reported in a consistent format, improving a utility’s ability to pursue and secure funding for conversion should funds be made available at the federal or state level. 

DNR NR 208 –CMAR Revisions

Jim Smith/Applied Technologies
The rule has been promulgated and therefore CMAR updates will no longer be provided. Additional information on the new CMAR can be found on the DNR website at:

http://dnr.wi.gov/org/water/wm/ww/cmar.html. 

Stream Re-classification/Proposed Revisions to Chapters NR 102, 104, and 106 as Related to Stream Classification/Chad T. Olsen/McMahon Associates, Inc.

As mentioned in previous updates, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is in the process of revising Wisconsin Administrative Codes NR 102, 104 and 106 as they pertain to stream classifications.  NR104 was originally promulgated in 1976 and has been modified slightly several times since.  However, there has not been a comprehensive updated of the classifications of many Wisconsin surface waters since the early 1980’s.

Phase I rule changes originally went out for public comment in March 2002 and can be viewed at www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/wm/wqs/index.htm.  The Phase I rule changes generated more controversy and comments than anticipated.  Some groups saw the proposed rule changes as a downgrade in environmental standards and felt that the proposed rule changes could result in less restrictive limits in WPDES permits.  Previously, the unlisted water bodies were given the default status of warm water sport fish or warm water forage fish, with more restrictive limits. The DNR received comments on findings, documentation, legal issues, etc.  In some cases the DNR had difficulties fully substantiating why a water body was designated as limited use rather than full fish and aquatic.  The DNR has been reviewing all documentation for each stream classification to insure adequate documentation exists supporting each classification.  Where documentation is missing, the DNR has been doing further studies to substantiate the classification.

In 2004, the DNR received a petition from the River Alliance and the Midwest Environmental Advocates requesting that approximately 100 additional stream segments be included in the Outstanding and Exceptional Resource Water list of NR 102.  An Outstanding resource water is defined as a lake or stream which has excellent water quality, high recreational and aesthetic value, and high quality fishing and is free from point source and nonpoint source pollution.  An Exceptional resource water is defined as a stream with exhibits the same high quality resource values as outstanding waters, but which may be impacted by point source pollution or have the potential for future discharge from a small sewer community.  The last time the list was updated was in the early 1990’s, when several impoundments were included.  New stream segments have not been listed for some time.  The DNR hopes to have recommendations on the list of streams themselves, and/or criteria used to determine Outstanding and Exceptional Resource waters to the Natural Resources Board by the end of the year. 

Outstanding and Exceptional Resource Waters are afforded additional protections above and beyond that of NR104.  A list of the current Outstanding and Exceptional Resource Waters in NR102 can be obtained from the DNR website: http://dnr.wi.gov/org/water/wm/wqs/index.htm. The press release for the petition to add other stream segments can be viewed at: http://www.midwestadvocates.org/media/releases/8-17-04%20FINAL%20Petition%20press%20release.pdf

Along with recommendations on Outstanding and Exceptional Resource waters, the DNR hopes to have a revised stream reclassification list (NR 104) included or “piggybacked” with the recommendations.  The reclassification list will include a majority of those streams that went out for public comment in 2002.  Streams that will not be on the revised list include those streams that do not yet have adequate documentation for the classification or the more controversial listings.

Nutrient Criteria

Jane Carlson/Strand

Refer to the August 2004 report on this topic for a detailed discussion of Wisconsin nutrient criteria development efforts.  The DNR is awaiting receipt of the last of the three phosphorus stream study reports from the USGS.  The report is expected this summer.  Jim Baumann of DNR will provide an update on the status of phosphorus criteria development to the Watershed Management Committee on August 8.

In the past, the Wisconsin DNR has advised us that they may not develop numeric criteria for nitrogen.  This is because phosphorus is considered the limiting nutrient in Wisconsin lakes and streams.  The DNR discussed possibly setting nitrogen reduction goals for Mississippi River basin dischargers to meet the USEPA Gulf of Mexico hypoxia initiative goals.  It has been the general understanding for years that nitrogen is the limiting nutrient in the Gulf of Mexico.  However, recent research presented at WEFTEC and elsewhere indicates phosphorus may be as important as nitrogen in the Gulf.  It’s unclear whether this finding will have any bearing on Wisconsin nutrient criteria development.

NR 214 - LAND TREATMENT OF INDUSTRIAL LIQUID WASTES, BY-PRODUCT SOLIDS AND SLUDGES
Jane Carlson/Strand
The following is from the previous report – no changes in status.

Duane Schuettpelz of DNR was contacted in August 2004 and indicated there hasn’t been any recent action to initiate a rule-making effort.  There are, however, continuing discussions with interested parties on the current implementation of the rule in specific permitting situations.  On Friday, November 12, 2004, DNR staff are meeting with the Wisconsin Cheese Makers Association’s Food and Dairy Industry Advisory Committee and the newly formed Wisconsin Industrial Land Application Contractors and Transporters (WILACT) association to discuss landspreading issues.  The agenda includes the following:

· Discuss any DNR policy or enforcement changes.

· Share DNR consumer complaints/trends in consumer complaints regarding landspreading. Discuss how DNR and industry can share complaint information.

· Share DNR field observations/enforcement actions regarding landspreading.

· Select 'test site' fields for industry and DNR to monitor this winter as products are land applied.

· Discuss joint training and education efforts that industry and DNR can pursue to educate DNR staff and rural landowners.

· Possible discussion of new technology or research into treatment of waste streams.

Bacteria TAC Committee/Michael Doran/Techknowledge 

Mike Doran and a few other Wisconsin Section members are on the DNR's bacteria TAC committee.  Mike solicited input from CSWEA members regarding e-coli vs. f-coli monitoring and their type of disinfection system and prepared a "white paper" summarizing this information for submittal to the DNR's bacteria TAC committee leader, Toni Glymph.  A copy has been posted on the Wisconsin Section web site. Mike and other members are also following USEPA's rules establishing bacteria criteria for coastal recreation waters in 21 states/territories including Wisconsin.  The final rule was signed by EPA Administrator Leavitt on November 8, 2004. Details on EPA's final rule and a pre- publication version of the rule can be obtained at: http://www.epa.gov/waterscience/beaches/bacteria-rule.htm#final. Communities located on the Great Lakes may be given effluent e-coli limitations in their WPDES permits as these rules are implemented.
TMDLs

Bill Desing/CH2M HILL & Mike Mischuk/CH2M HILL 

The following is from Jane Carlson/Strand:

On May 3, 2005 the DNR gave Public Notice for two sediment TMDLs, one for Becky Creek and one for the Sugar-Pecatonica basin.  It appears the TMDLs are intended to address non-point sources only, which is consistent with what Jim Baumann of DNR has stated in the past (DNR wants to wait for things like numeric nutrient criteria before addressing point source-related impairments). However, point sources are mentioned in a few places.  In the Sugar-Pecatonica TMDL there is a point source waste load allocation of zero for sediment.  The TMDL mentions a few POTWs like Dodgeville but states they do not discharge "sediment." For more information see:

http://dnr.wi.gov/org/water/wm/wqs/303d/Draft_TMDLs.html 

The following is background information from previous reports:

The Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) is a calculation of the maximum amount of a pollutant that a water body can receive and still meet water quality standards, and an allocation of that amount to the pollutant’s sources. Section 303 of the Clean Water Act requires States to identify waters not meeting State water quality standards (303(d) list), sets priorities for development of a TMDL for each pollutant for each water body listed as being impaired. The USEPA is responsible for the management of the program and issues guidance to the States for development and implementation of TMDLs. 

The following is a brief overview of the regulatory history of TMDLs:

· 1985 – TMDL regulations first issued. Provisions included nonpoint source and load allocations

· 1992 – TMDL regulations revised. Provisions called for State lists every two years

· 1999 – Revisions to TMDL and NPDES regulations proposed

· 2000 – Final Rule issued on July 13, 2000

· Congressional rider on military construction/supplemental appropriations prohibits EPA from implementing this rule

· TMDL program continues under 1992 regulations and agreements reached through litigation

The objective of the 2000 Rule was to establish an effective and flexible framework to move the country toward the goal of clean water and to establish a process for making decisions in cost-effective methods to restore polluted waterways. The following is an overview of the goals of the 2000 rule:

· Provide for a more comprehensive list of impaired waters

· Lists of impaired waters would be submitted every four years

· Impaired waters would remain on list until water quality standards are attained

· Public would be notified and have opportunity to comment on methodology, lists, and TMDLs

· Strengthen efforts to put in place cleanup actions that result in attaining water quality standards, and

· Sets goal of attaining water quality standards within 10 years, if possible
In Wisconsin, currently the 2000 final rule cannot be implemented due to  funding constraints which means that the 1992 TMDL regulations and interpretive guidance will govern the State’s program. 

Wisconsin has been tasked with developing action plans (TMDLs) to remove impaired waters from their Section 303 (d) list which is required under the Clean Water Act. There are currently 264 impaired water bodies on Wisconsins Section 303 (d) list. This list was published in 1998 and has yet to be revised. The following is a synopsis of impairments:

· Sedimentation – 787 miles

· Nutrients – 231 miles

· Pathogens – 49 miles

· Toxics/Metals/Inorganics – 35 miles

· Toxics Organics – 585 miles

· Mercury – 661 miles

To date, progress in Wisconsin has been slow because the WDNR is currently facing significant budget reductions due to the State’s budget deficit. However, the WDNR is attempting to use existing data that was obtained in the past for purposes other than TMDL development to develop TMDLs. In addition, WDNR has submitted a proposal to EPA for funding to begin the development of about 6 TMDLs per year.  This proposal would only provide money to begin the development and any funding obtained could only be used for non-point watersheds. Given the limits and restrictions on funding it is not expected for TMDLs to be developed for two to three years. There will likely be available state and federal cost share funds for installing best management practices related to TMDLs.

Local Ordinances/State Budget

Paul Kent/Anderson & Kent, S.C.

No update

CMOM & Wet Weather Collection System Issues Update

Andrew Craven/Strand Associates, Inc.

As in the recent past, there appears to be little in the way of significant progress towards implementation of a formal CMOM program.  However, some recent CMOM related activities on the part of regulators include:

· Continued implementation of the e-CMAR program.  The new e-CMARs contain a greater emphasis on collection system issues, which will likely serve as a starting point for future CMOM programs.

· The SSO Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), which has not met in quite some time, is scheduled to meet again some time this summer/early fall.  It is thought that additional SSO TAC meetings will quickly(?) result in the release of a draft SSO rule.  The draft SSO rule will be a significant component of future CMOM programs.

· As a result of the wet weather experienced in the spring of 2005 (particularly in southeastern Wisconsin), and also as a result of political pressure, the Wisconsin DNR has increased the number of Notice of Violations (NOV) it has issued to communities that experienced bypasses.

· USEPA Region 5 recently sent out CMOM Self-Evaluation Questionnaires to a number of communities (a request for this list is slowly working its way through the Freedom of Information Act process).  This self-evaluation process was previously used in EPA Region 4.

Industrial Waste – Brian Molenaar, Chair

General

Nothing to report.

Industrial Environmental Achievement Award

Currently seeking nominees.  None submitted for consideration to date.

Rule Developments

No developments at this time.

Membership – Rob Szekeress, Chair

No report was received.

Operations Committee – Dave Arnott, Chair

· Individuals for the 2004 WEFTEC Operators Challenge are being recruited.  Presently the one Wisconsin Section individual that has committed is Wade Barkstrom from the Brookfield WPCF.  A couple other individuals are considering participation.

· LaMont Albers will be the PWO this year.  Dean Falkner will be assisting Lamont.
Management Seminar – John Olson, Chair
No report was received.  The 2005 Management Seminar is being chaired by Wisconsin Water Association and is scheduled for Thursday, August 11, 2005 at the Comfort Inn in Madison.  The tentative program is as follows:

8:30 am  Welcome –Jim Wojcehowicz

8:35 am  Regional Planning – Considerations in Preparing a Water Supply Plan - Bob Biebel - SWRPC

9:15 am  Effective Asset Management  - Craig Yokopenic - EMA

10:00 am Morning Break

10:15 am Media Relations  – Roz Rouse, Milwaukee Water Works

11:00 am The Wisconsin Retirement System 

12:00 noon  Lunch

12:45 pm Communicating Technical Topics to Elected Officials - Mark Gottlieb, Wis. State Senator

1:45 pm Employee Performance Evaluations  - Jean Cole, CVMIC

2:15 pm Afternoon Break

2:30 pm Processing Grievances – Establishing a Dialogue with Union and Management – James R. Korom – VonBriesen, Purtell & Roper, S. C.

3:30 pm Adjourn

Public Education – Max Anderson, Chair

No activity to report since the last Board meeting.

Safety – Chair Open

No report was received.

Watershed Management – Jane Carlson, Chair

To:  
Wisconsin Section Secretary Bill Marten, Chair Mike Pierner, and Board 

From:  
Jane Carlson, P.E., Chair and Hans Holmberg, P.E., DEE, Vice Chair

Re:
Report on May 9, 2005, Committee Meeting

Please note the change in the Watershed Management Committee Meeting Chair beginning May 24, 2005:  Hans Holmberg will be the new chair.  A new vice chair will be identified within the next few months. 

A meeting of the Wisconsin Section Watershed Management Committee was held at the offices of Strand Associates, Inc., at 10:00 AM on May 9, 2005.  Present in Madison were Jane Carlson (chair), Rick Reichardt, Michael Doran, and Ann-Marie Kirsch; present via teleconference were Hans Holmberg (vice chair), Ron Dickrell, John Kennedy, Jeff Mazanec, Rusty Schroedel, and Brandon Koltz.  Committee members Max Anderson and Bill Krill and were not able to participate. The following items were discussed:

Reports from Committee Members Appointed to Watershed Groups

Hans reported that he received a request from the St. Croix Basin Water Resources Planning Team for a letter of support from CSWEA for a grant application for EPA’s Watershed Initiative. Hans brought the request to CSWEA President Jim Roth, Wisconsin Section Chair Mike Pierner, and Minnesota Section Chair Dave Raby. The request was discussed and the primary concerns were that CSWEA membership did not have significant involvement in working with the St. Croix Team to-date, and that the Team’s proposed 20% phosphorus reduction and cap on point sources in the basin may have significant impacts on CSWEA members. Also, the timing of the request required a very quick turn-around. Therefore, the decision was made not to submit a letter of support and for our committee to continue to work with the St. Croix Team to have a more formal role in their process. Hans will continue to discuss this with the Chair of the St. Croix Team, Randy Ferrin of National Park Service. 

Ann-Marie reported that no activities had taken place on Yellow River/Little Lake Wissota TMDL.

Rusty reported that recent Sheboygan River activities were mainly focused on data collection in support of the PCB cleanup plans and that limited involvement from point sources were expected at this time.

Reports on other Watershed Activities

Jeff provided an update on the Fox-Wolf Alliance and the North East Wisconsin Stormwater Consortium. FWWA's sixth annual 2005 stormwater conference was held in Green Bay on March 8 and 9 and included a variety of technical and policy related stormwater management and modeling topics. A concurrent conference was hosted March 8th by the Wisconsin Builder's Association with an agenda focused at helping their local membership understand the impact of new stormwater management regulations on their industry. A Water Quality Modeling Symposium was hosted by UW-GB and UW-Milwaukee on March 9th, focused on water quality modeling efforts of high school students from five Wisconsin high schools. Some of the conference presentations are available for viewing at www.FWWA.org. FWWA supported development of the Northeast Wisconsin Stormwater Consortium (NEWSC) as a division of the non-profit corporation. NEWSC is independently led and managed by a leadership council representing its leadership and exists to help permitted communities share their tools, techniques, skills and resources for more efficient stormwater permit compliance. Membership currently includes about two dozen local units of government (town, village, city and county) and a handful of agencies and private corporations. NEWSC has a half-time coordinator; more information is available at www.NEWSC.org. FWWA is also working with various local watershed groups on various coordination matters and has recently announced its annual "Special Places Program," which involves six monthly paddle trips around the Fox-Wolf Watershed. The 2005 Special Places Program is described in detail on the website at www.FWWA.org. 

Brandon provided an update of watershed planning efforts by Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewer District (MMSD) and the Southeast Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC). Models of the Menomonee River and Oak Creek have been completed. Additional modeling studies are underway on the Root River and other systems. Modeling studies will be brought together later this summer to form a comprehensive watershed master plan.

Jane provided an overview of the recently public noticed TMDL for several waterways in the Sugar/Pecatonica Watershed and for Becky Creek in the Soft Maple and Hay Creek Watershed.  She noted that the point source wasteload allocation for sediment was zero, but that the TMDLs recognized that point sources are not an existing source of sediment and, therefore, no additional controls are being recommended for point sources. Non-point source reductions are the focus of these TMDLs.  The committee decided not to submit comments on the draft TMDLs, but we will continue to track them in case other parties submit comments related to point sources.

We discussed ways to make sure we’re aware of TMDL groups that are forming in the state, such as through the annual letters to DNR water team leaders.  The Rock River Headwaters TMDL is still on hold (per Mike Doran), as is the Central Wisconsin Watershed Group’s efforts (per Ron Dickrell).

Update on Bacteria TAC
Mike noted that the TAC has not been active recently. They are waiting for a proposal from DNR.  The USEPA criteria and guidelines may be changing.

Update on Nutrient and Ammonia Criteria

Rick noted that the DNR/USGS phosphorus sampling report was being completed by USGS and that Jim Baumann offered to update our committee at our next meeting.

Rick also noted that some implementation issues are being addressed for how the ammonia criteria are applied to lagoons and the pH swing issues associated with lagoons. Rick noted that the ammonia criteria promulgated in March of 2004 is resulting in the acute criterion being more restrictive in some cases, whereas the chronic had been previously.  pH control is allowed for compliance with acute limits.  DNR may need to address USEPA ammonia criteria for freshwater mussels; this may be an issue on large streams.

Recent or Upcoming Conferences or Activities

The following conferences and activities of interest were noted:

· CSWEA Annual Meeting, May 22-25, 2005, Rochester, MN. Hans will try to coordinate an informal opportunity for committee members attending to gather briefly.

· WEF TMDL Sciences 2005, June 26-29, 2005, Philadelphia, PA

Articles/information for WISILLMINN or Website

No suggestions were made for articles of immediate interest. Mike suggested that when the Bacteria TAC comes out with the DNR proposed bacteria criteria, an article may be appropriate at that time.

Discussion of Committee Sponsorship/Co-Sponsorship of a Conference/Workshop/Seminar

Rick has been in touch with DNR storm water staff.  There was a delay in issuing the municipal general permit, so DNR may have training sessions in the fall.  We may work with DNR on these; Rick will continue to track.

A pre-conference workshop at the CSWEA annual conference when it is held in Wisconsin (next time is 2007) was discussed and the consensus was that our committee should pursue this idea. Jane will talk further with Dan Lynch and Rusty will represent this interest at the CSWEA Board Meeting.  We also discussed making a proposal to WEF to hold the TMDL 2009 specialty conference in Wisconsin.

Suggestions for other Committee Activities

No other activities were suggested.

Nominations for Committee Vice-Chair

Hans will be the next Committee chair, beginning at the CSWEA Annual Meeting this month.  Hans asked committee members to consider serving as vice-chair and to contact him if interested.

Schedule for Next Meeting

The next committee meeting is tentatively scheduled for Monday, August 8th, at 10:00 a.m.

Meeting adjourned at approximately 11:00 a.m.

Student Activities – Dan Busch, Chair

To:

Bill Marten - Secretary / Treasurer Wisconsin Section

From:

Dan Busch - Student & Young Professionals Committee Chair

Subject:
Student & Young Professionals Activities Committee Report 

May 24, Annual State Section Meeting, Rochester, MN

Student Chapters

Progress continues with establishing several new student chapters in Wisconsin. Dan Lynch and I met with interested students and professors at UW- Madison on March 4. They are exploring ways to establish a student chapter with various groups already active in Madison. Dan L will continue to work with UW-Madison this fall. A meeting was scheduled for April 23 with the students from a consortium of Milwaukee Universities; Marquette, UW- Milwaukee and Milwaukee School of Engineering (MSOE). The student chapter presentation was cancelled when students from only one of the three schools were able to attend. Dan Busch – Green Bay MSD (CSWEA) and John Siczka – CH2M Hill (AWWA) will follow-up this fall with the Milwaukee student group.  I will be looking for WI Section members who can act as student chapter support groups in both Madison and Milwaukee once we get student chapters established. 

Student Paper / Student Design Competition

Dan Busch accepted the responsibility of leading the Design Competition Committee on behalf of CSWEA. Thanks to Bill Marten and Rusty Schroedel who agreed to be judges from Wisconsin. There was interest from several schools in Wisconsin, Illinois and Minnesota. In retrospect we should have had information out in the fall so students and professors could have planned for the spring semester. Also cited, as a barrier was the fact that the CSWEA Annual Meeting occurs at a very inopportune time for college students who are dealing with final exams, interviewing for jobs and starting new jobs. In the end, our own Max Anderson – UW Platteville came through with a student team for the Design Competition. They will present on Tuesday afternoon, so take time to sit in and support the Student Design competition.  WI Section will support the student design team in the form of travel and rooms for the Annual meeting in Rochester. CSWEA picks up the registration and all conference activities. There were not any Student Paper submittals from Wisconsin.

Stockholm Junior Water Prize.

A Wisconsin delegate was selected for the National Stockholm Junior Water Prize competition in Portland OR June 13 – 19. There were two State Science Fair winners who submitted for consideration to attend the National competition. Laura Jones is from the University School of Milwaukee and by a very close contest was selected over Kevin Green from Madison. Thank you to the following individuals who served as the evaluation panel for the two papers/projects. Max Anderson, Jeff Brochtrup, John Leonhard, Bill Marten, Aga Razvi, Rusty Schroedel, Jim Thalke. CSWEA supports travel of the student and teacher/chaperone for the first $500 and the WI Section picks up any balance. WEF provides the hotel and all local costs for the delegate and chaperone.

Public Awareness – Steve Godfrey , Chair

Brochures

Tom Sigmund will finalize the brochure and have printed by a Kinko’s in time for the Annual Meeting in Rochester. Tom will check with the Student and Young Professionals and Membership committees for quantity, but will print about 400 copies. Tom will check with Bill Marten for billing issues. The brochure will be posted on the CSWEA web site as a PDF file.

Display Booth

Tom Mulcahy will register the WI Section as an exhibitor for the League of Municipalities conference in October in Green Bay, at a cost of $600. Tom Mulcahy will  also register the booth at the WWOA conference in Green Bay in October, and for the Wisconsin Water Association in September in La Crosse, at a cost of $400.

We will consider setting up the display at Rural Water in 2006 and FET in 2006. We will coordinate with the Industrial Waste Committee for FET.

Letters of Recognition

Steve Godfrey will draft a letter to the past officers and committee chairs of the Section thanking them for their service and encouraging them to stay active in the Section. Letters will also be sent to employers thanking them for allowing time off and supporting WEA. The letters will be signed by the outgoing Section Chair. Tom Sigmund will develop a certificate of recognition to accompany the letters. The committee will make this an annual activity.

Section Committee Fact Sheets

Tom Sigmund will send the draft committee fact sheets to Bill Marten to be updated by the incoming committee chairs and to be posted on the web site. Tom Sigmund will develop a one page sheet that provides a short description (2-3 sentences) of each committee that can be given to prospective committee members. The one page sheet will refer people to the web site for more detailed information on each committee.

Award Recognition

Carl Michels will continue to develop press releases for the award winners for distribution to local publications.  The committee members will continue to present the awards after the Annual Meeting at the recipient’s place of employment.

Steve Godfrey will check with Bill Marten and Eric Lecuyer to ensure the web site is kept up to date with the Wisconsin award recipients.

Student Participation

Steve Godfrey will draft a standard PowerPoint presentation on WEF and CSWEA for use with student groups and others. The committee will work with the Students and Young Professionals Committee to encourage student participation at CSWEA and WEFTEC events – primarily when they are in Wisconsin and Chicago.

Industrial Membership Outreach

Tom Mulcahy will work with the Chair of the Industrial Waste Committee to discuss use of the brochure and the FET conference as a way of recruiting new members from industry.

Activity Calendar

Steve will develop a draft calendar of activities and tasks for the committee throughout the year and circulate it for review.

Respectfully submitted by:

Steve Godfrey, Committee Chair

Spring Biosolids Symposium – Jay Kemp, Chair

No report was received.

Water/Wastewater Education Association – Rusty Schroedel, Chair

The Water and Wastewater Education Association is a collaboration of several organizations in Wisconsin offering training to the water and wastewater industry. The Association attempts to coordinate the scheduling of training by the organizations and, upon request, will develop training for topics common to the organizations or that is unable to be offered by any of the sponsoring organizations.

The Steering Committee met on Friday, May 13, at the Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District. The following briefly summarizes the discussion:

1. Peg O’Donnell has retired. Mary Wagner will take over the certification program duties. Her telephone number will be the same as Peg’s old number.

2. The WWEA has $698.94 being held in a segregated account by WWOA. It was agreed to retain the funds there.

3. The use of the calendar is poor. Organizations should use the calendar when scheduling their own events and notify Mary (mary.wagner@dnr.state.wi.us) ASAP when an event is scheduled so she can get it on the calendar. She intends to update the calendar monthly or more often if a specific need arises.

4. Mary would like three weeks notice for reviewing proposed training programs and issuing credit slips.

5. One possible general training opportunity was identified. National legislation has created the National Incident Management System (NIMS), under the Department of Homeland Security. It is a mandated program to train public employees. In Wisconsin, responsibility has been delegated to the counties. A question was raised if WWEA should try to help its members get their required training. The steering committee is to discuss this with their respective organizations and report back to the committee.






















