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The Wisconsin Section

Central States

Water Environment Association

Wisconsin Section CSWEA

Committee Reports

 Annual Business Meeting

November 17, 2004
TREASURER’S REPORT

August 9, 2004 – November 8, 2004

BALANCE ON HAND – August 9, 2004
$24,965.32


Receipts:

Interest
12.08


Total Proceeds From 2004 Management Seminar
2,895.00


2004 Collection System Expense Reimbursement
622.53


Wis. Section Profits – 2004 Collection System Seminar 
685.81

TOTAL RECEIPTS

$4,215.42


Disbursements:

Bank Service Fees
6.00


Comfort Inn Madison – 2004 Management Seminar
840.91


2004 Management Seminar Brochure Printing
329.49


Wisconsin Section Ann. Bus. Mtg. Brochure Mailing Labels
27.43


Wisconsin Section Ann. Bus. Mtg. Brochure Printing
63.36


Wisconsin Section Ann. Bus. Mtg. Brochure Postage
185.00


2004 Management Seminar Registration Reimbursement
75.00


WWA Share of 2004 Management Seminar Profit
659.10


WEFTEC 2004 Ops Challenge Reimbursement – Bill Ciske
500.00

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS

($2,686.29)

BALANCE ON HAND – November 8, 2004

$26,494.45

William L. Marten
Date

Secretary/Treasurer

Trustee’s Report – Tom Krueger, Trustee

The Central States Executive Committee met last on October 3, 2004 at the Hilton Riverside Hotel in New Orleans - site of WEFTEC 2004 Conference and Expo. Issues discussed and actions taken by the CSWEA Executive Committee are summarized as follows:

1. Under fiscal reporting, Executive Director Eric Lecuyer identified that CSWEA needs to develop a common chart of accounts for use by the State Section Treasurers in reporting to the Executive Committee. Discussion was also held on the option of accepting credit cards for CSWEA conference registration. Vendors especially like the ‘credit card’ option. Action on this item is scheduled for the January 2005 Executive Committee meeting.

2. WEF Delegates John Fisher and Tom Bunker reported that current WEF issues being discussed include 1) a declining membership total in all MA’s; 2) member services relative to what members need most from WEF; 3) WEF’s legislative and regulatory programs – which really have not influenced legislation; and 4) WEF’s global presence. Also noted was the WEF proposal to transition to a two-city site rotation for the Annual Technical Conference & Expo. The two conference cities identified would be Chicago and New Orleans with rotation starting in 2012. The Central States MA would need to make an upgraded commitment to support the WEF Conference when in Chicago.

3. Central States again sponsored two teams at the WEFTEC “Operations  Challenge” in New Orleans. The ‘Pumpers’ placed 21st and the ‘Shovelers’ placed 22nd in Division 2 competition. Sponsors contributed a total of $3,300 for the event. The New England Section ‘Seacoast Sewer Snakes’ took first place. 

4. The Public Education Committee reported that the CSWEA winning paper by Jennifer Cowman of Northwestern University was selected as the 2004 WEF winner. Student Chapters are being pursued in Illinois that would include monthly mentoring to students. John Fisher reported that a Minnesota initiative includes inviting students to meetings, mentoring and offering a reduced membership price to students.

5.  Next year’s Education Seminar will take place in Madison on April 5, 2005. Theme topic will be on activated sludge. Jay Kemp is currently the assistant chair and will become the program chair next year.

6. The issue of WEF awards not pursued in recent years was again addressed by Scott Trotter. WEF award nominees are due to Scott and Carol Strackbein by December 15. The assistance of Section Chairs and Trustees to identify worthy candidates is highly important. In addition to the regular list of awards given, nominees are also needed for the following: Camp Medal; Fair Medal; Emerson Metal; Gascoigne Medal; Honorary Membership; MA Safety Award; Morgan Medal; Public Education Award; Schlenz Medal; and the Schroepfer Medal. Eric Lecuyer noted that a description of awards, award criteria and list of past winners can be can be obtained by going to the WEF website. 

7. Regarding website news, committee chairs are again advised to continue submitting information to Eric Lecuyer for posting on the website. One enhancement to the website has been the ‘Forums Section’ added at the end of May. The ‘forums page’ is currently underutilized and will be highlighted in the November Issue of the WISILMN. The Phase 2 proposal for further website enhancement was also discussed. Options to allow for ‘on-line additions, corrections and deletions of membership information’, ‘updating of job postings and front page items by authorized users’ and, ‘miscellaneous cosmetic improvements’ was approved. The option that would allow for ‘on-line conference registration’ was deferred until the January ExCom meeting.

8. The WEF Specialty Conference on Collection Systems held in Milwaukee (August) was a huge success. The conference had a total of 333 ‘full conference’ registrations – well above the 250 projected and, had a total of 156 exhibitors. The overall conference rating per evaluation forms scored a 3.7 (out of 4.0) which exceeded the overall Conference Rating in 2003 at 3.25.

9. Under WISILLMINN News, please note the “Members on the Move” section that has been added.  News contributions are highly encouraged.

10. Nominations for three (3) Central States positions are due to David Lane by January 15, 2005. Positions to be filled include 2nd Vice President (MN), PWO Representative (WI) and Treasurer. The PWO position is now a 2-year term.

11. The Ad Hoc Committee on SOP Revisions submitted its final draft of the Association’s Statements of Policy that now conform with the recently revised Central States ‘Constitution & Bylaws’. Adoption of the revised SOP document is scheduled to occur at the January Executive Committee meeting. In follow-up, State Sections will each need to develop new or revised SOP’s. The development of a standard SOP format has been recommended for use by the State Sections. Dan Lynch has agreed to chair this ad hoc committee effort. State Section Chairs need to advise Dan by November 30 of individuals from each State to serve on the Section’s SOP Ad Hoc Committee. Suggestion is that the Section Chair and the Section Treasurer from each State be appointed.

12. Regarding the joint CSWEA/WWA ‘regional expo’ initiative, survey results were reviewed and deemed positive.  The Executive Committee has recommended proceeding to the planning phase which would start with preparation of a ‘Memo of Understanding’ between CSWEA and WWA. The first joint expo would be held in either January or February of 2006 in the Wisconsin Dells area. 

13. The 2005 Annual Meeting is scheduled for May 22 – 25 (Sunday through Wednesday) in Rochester, Minnesota at the Kahler Hotel and Mayo Civic Center. Regarding the 2006 Annual Meeting in Illinois, although Cliffbreakers Hotel & Resort in Rockford has already been reserved, alternate sites in downtown Chicago are also being pursued.

14. Dan Lynch discussed a proposed initiative wherein all MA’s would eventually become involved with the ‘Water For People’ program similar to how AWWA and its sections are currently supporting the Water For People organization. Formation of a ‘Water For People’ Committee and involvement of newer members in this committee were suggested.

15. The next Executive Committee meeting will be January 20 – 21, 2005 in Rochester, Minnesota. WEFTEC 2005 will take place in Washington D.C. next year, October 29 – November 2.
WWOA Liaison’s Report – Tom Kruzick, Liaison

The WWOA Board  met on Monday October 25th 2004 at the Kalahari Resort and Conference Center in Lake Delton, WI.  

Both the WWOA and CSWEF have finalized language contained in the memos of “Understanding of Responsibilities” of both the Government Affairs Seminar and the Spring Biosolids Symposium.  Randy Herwig, Past President of the WWOA will add the signature blocks and apply a mailing list to the get the documents to the proper organizations.  It has also been agreed to that these documents will be reviewed every three years for possible changes.

During the 2004 WWOA Annual Conference new elections have taken place and the organization is proud to announce the following new members to the Board of Directors:


Bruce Bartel  -  Green Bay Metropolitan Sewerage District


Dave Carlson -  City of  Fond du Lac Water Pollution Control Facility

Board Members Jim Thalke and John Bond were re-elected to additional terms on the Board.  In addition Kay Marshall of Short Elliot and Hendrickson  Inc., was elected WWOA Vice President and Technical Chair for the 2005 conference in Green Bay.  Tom Kruzick has been named President Elect.

 Respectively Submitted

Tom Kruzick

WWOA Liaison

Collection System – Frank Tiefert, Chair

Collections System Committee Meeting of October 27, 2004; 4:30pm

At WWOA Annual Conference, Kalahari Resort, Wisconsin Dells, WI

Members Present: Jim Beier (Visu-Sewer), Jim Thalke (Village of Sussex), Andrew Craven (Strand Assoc.), Frank Tiefert-CHAIR (Applied Technologies), Bill Marten – for Brandon Koltz (Triad) and Paul Lange (City of Watertown).

Meeting called to order at 4:30pm by Frank Tiefert.

1.  Per lasts year’s minutes, the first item of business was to be a review of the 2004 Seminar in comparison to the 2002 and 2003 Seminars.  The below table summarizes the attendance and profit.


Attending
Exhibitors
Income
Expenses
Profits

2002
209
34
$7079
$5632
$1447

2003
194
29
$6320
$5640
$680

2004
188
26
$7140
$5768
$1372

Check issued to Wisconsin Section Central States for postage and mail services for $622.53.  Profit split at $685.81 each to WWOA and Wisconsin Section Central States.

2.  Andrew Craven brought the 2004 Seminar evaluation forms.  A copy of this evaluation summary report should be emailed to all committee members prior to the January meeting.  In summary, the safety lecture (Happ Pigsley – Platt) was the best received and the lecture from PSI was the least received.  There was also a general consensus that we not have the Safety lecture again, even though it is well liked.

3.  Awards were the next item discussed.  We felt that it was important to get the Collections Systems Award ready for approval by the time the Central States business meeting is held on the 17th of November.  This award is due to WEF by December 1st.

From the feedback forms that Andrew Craven brought, the attendees voted Steve Woodman as the recipient of the Collections Systems Award.  We don’t have a nominee for the Golden Manhole Award.  Bill Martin was going to email award documentation to Jim Beier (jbeier@visu-sewer.com) and Jim was going to get the awards in the correct format.  Frank Tiefert volunteered to look into the Golden Manhole for a possible nominee (last year, Paul Lange was responsible for the Golden Manhole award).

Should we accelerate the awards timeline so that we can have these awards finished and completed earlier than we currently do?  Bill Martin also discussed about synchronizing the Collections Systems Committee schedule with the WEA Calendar.  A few of us will be at the Central States business meeting (Pewaukee) to discuss and finalize.  As discussed last year, we will purchase a Central States membership for the winner if they are not members if/when they win Collections Systems Award.

4.  Dates were discussed and set for future committee meetings:

Central States Business Meeting – November 17, 2004

January Coll. Sys. Mtg.- Applied Tech. – January 11, 2005

Gov’t Affairs Mtg. Madison, WI – March 3, 2005

Collections Systems Seminar – June 2, 2005

5.  There was one problem (received via a phone call to Paul Lange) with the rise in the cost of the exhibit fee (to $60 from $50).  The Committee discussed it and felt that we should keep the prices the same for 2005.  Also, Paul thinks that the Turner Hall may be passing on rising food costs to us very soon as well.

6.  We talked about the mail list – who has it and who takes care of the mail-out?  This has been Tom Krueger’s responsibility the last couple of years and we need to confirm.  There was discussion about adding the Wisconsin Liquid Waste Hauler’s Association membership to our mail-out list.

7.  DNR Credits are still the responsibility of Jim Thalke.  He will check with Peg on the possibility of getting WLWHA points for them as well if they are going to be attendees.

8.  Design of the brochure for the mail-out was taken care of by Mike Spence last year.  We should confirm whether or not he will be able to take care of that task again this year.

9.  Paul Lange will check with the Hall and the Parks Department to confirm the date for our 2005 seminar.  He will also look into getting a P.A. system at the park so we can announce vendor/exhibitor demos or special displays.

10. We think it would be a good idea to set a minimum value on any vendor-donated raffle prizes.  This may eliminate the raffling of 10 ball caps to 10 different people which really takes too much time.  The $25 value was tentatively set.  Also – it was agreed that the grand prizes (TV and DVD player) should stay the same for now.

11. We need to confirm sodas at the park (Flygt?) and the map to get folks to the park from Turner Hall (Ruth?).

12. Meeting adjourned at 6:10pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jim Beier, P.E.

Secretary

Visu-Sewer Clean and Seal

Government Affairs Committee

Dave Taylor, Chair & Bill Desing, Vice-Chair

The primary focus of the Government Affairs Committee is to identify and track various regulatory/legislative initiatives that may have a significant focus on Wisconsin Section members.  Attached please find reports prepared by individual committee members summarizing activities in the areas that they are responsible for tracking.

With regard to developing the 2005 Wisconsin Section budget, the Government Affairs committee is not making a request for funding.  

Recall that in the August committee report, Dave Taylor stated that he would be stepping down as committee chair.  Dave will continue to serve as chair until a new chair is appointed, which is expected to occur during the 2005 annual meeting.  Bill Desing currently serves as Vice Chair of the committee and is interested in serving as the Committee Chair.  Also, Jane Carlson has expressed a strong interest in becoming Vice-Chair.  

Biosolids-Radioactivity

David Taylor; Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District

There has been no change in status since the August 2004 committee report.

Formal rulemaking to address radioactive substances that may be present in biosolids is not anticipated based on the results from a survey on biosolids quality conducted jointly by the USEPA and the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission.  These groups concluded that there is no evidence of any wide-spread problems associated with radioactivity in biosolids.   For most POTWs, radiation exposure to workers or to the general public, including exposure from land application of biosolids is very low and consequently, is not likely to be a concern. 

EPA and NRC will be issuing guidance documents on radioactive substances in biosolids.  Additional information this subject and draft guidance documents can be found at http://www.iscors.org/subcomms/sewage.html.

Potential EPA Part 503 Round 3 Parameters

David Taylor; Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District

EPA recently completed a screening process to identify additional parameters in biosolids that may warrant a future regulatory response.  The screening process grouped biosolids management practices into three categories: 1) land application, 2) surface disposal and 3) incineration.  Both human and ecological receptors were evaluated using multiple exposure pathways.  A “Hazard Quotient” was calculated for each parameter that was evaluated.  Those parameters that exceeded a predetermined HQ were identified as potential chemicals of interest for future regulation.  

The screening process identified the following 15 parameters that will be more closely evaluated by EPA.   EPA plans on conducting a targeted national survey of these (and most likely a limited number of other parameters), with the survey tentatively scheduled for 2005-2007.  The results from the survey will be used in a more refined risk assessment process to determine whether regulation of these parameters is warranted.  POTWs may want to consider analyzing their biosolids for the parameters identified below to develop a baseline data set.

Parameter




Land

Surface








App.

Disposal
Incineration


Acetone




E







Anthracene




E

Barium




E

H


Beryllium




E

Carbon disulfide



E

4-Chloroaniline



E

H

Diazinon




E

Fluoranthene




E

Manganese




E

H

Methyl Ethyl Ketone



E

Nitrate







H

Nitrite





H

H

Phenol





E

Pyrene





E

Silver





H

Note: E denotes parameters identified due to ecological considerations and H denotes parameters identified due to Human Health considerations. 

Phosphorus Issues Related To Biosolids

David Taylor; Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District

Increasing attention is being paid to phosphorus management issues both in Wisconsin and nationally.  While biosolids management has not been the direct focus of these efforts, it is clear that decisions made with respect to phosphorus management have the potential to impact biosolids management programs.  For example, if phosphorus application rates were limited to meeting the phosphorus requirement of the crop grown, biosolids application rates would be dramatically reduced for most POTW’s.  Thus, POTWs need to be both aware of and get engaged in discussions related to phosphorus management.

There following three rules or standards may directly or indirectly impact biosolids management:

· NR 151 (DNR’s Runoff Management Rule)

· ATCP 50 (Department of Agriculture’s Soil and Water Resource Management Rule)

· NRCS 590 (Natural Resources Conservation Service Nutrient Management Standard)

The first two rules contain similar, but not identical exemption language that would not limit phosphorus applications from biosolids in the year that biosolids are applied.  However, these fields would be subject to P based management strategies in subsequent years, which may lead to reluctance on the part of a farm customer to use biosolids.  Revisions to NRCS have not been adopted yet, but the current draft does not contain exemption language for biosolids.  It appears that NRCS 590 will utilize a tool known as a Phosphorus Index (PI) to manage phosphorus.  The PI assesses the relative risk of a field to deliver phosphorus to surface water.  

As opportunities allow, POTW’s need to get involved in discussions related to nutrient management.  Information on the PI can be found at http://wpindex.soils.wisc.edu/.

POTW’s should also look at their biosolids management program to see if there are opportunities to take voluntary measures to address phosphorus (for example, limiting the return frequency to a given field).  Being proactive will pay benefits in the long run.

National Biosolids Partnership EMS Demonstration Program

David Taylor; Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District

Over seventy wastewater agencies are now participating National Biosolids Partnership (NBP) Environmental Management System (EMS) demonstration program, including Appleton, Green Bay MSD, Madison MSD, and Milwaukee MSD.  The following five agencies have gone through the third party audit process and have had their EMS programs certified by the National Biosolids Partnership:

· Orange County Sanitation District (California)

· City of Los Angeles (California),

· King County, Washington

· Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District (Wisconsin)

· DC Water & Sewer Authority (Washington, D.C.)

The NBP has asked demonstration agencies to document the “value added” that their organizations have experienced from developing and implementing an EMS.  To a large extent, the “value added” depends on how the program was operated prior to developing an EMS and the local challenges that they encounter.  However, a benefit commonly cited by demonstration agencies is that the EMS places an emphasis on documentation/knowledge capture.  Most agencies will be facing fairly large staff turnovers during the next 5-10 years due to retirements.  With retirement comes the possibility of a loss of institutional knowledge.  The EMS forces agencies to capture much of this institutional knowledge in the form of SOP’s, etc., which should make this workforce transition go more smoothly.  Additional benefits have come in the areas of goal setting and perhaps an increased emphasis on training.  

All agencies should continue to pay attention to what is happening relative to the national EMS demonstration program.  While participation in an EMS program is currently voluntary, EPA and other organizations are placing increased emphasis on EMS programs.  For example, while EPA recently chose not to regulate dioxins in biosolids under Round 2 of the Part 503 rule, they did recommend that operating agencies consider implementing a voluntary monitoring program and source reduction program (if necessary) under the umbrella of an EMS.  As emphasis on EMS programs increases, there may be increased pressure to make the development of an EMS a regulatory requirement.  

Regardless of whether an organization participates in the demonstration program or develops a formal EMS, it would certainly pay for agencies to at least look at the common elements of an EMS and determine whether changes in program operation would be beneficial.  To learn more about EMS programs and agencies participating in the National Biosolids Partnerships EMS demonstration program, visit the NBP web site: www.biosolids.org.  

Wastewater Security

Rusty Schroedel/Earth Tech

Legislation

No further actions have been taken on the Wastewater Treatment Works Security and Safety Act (S779) or the house and senate versions of the Wastewater Treatment Works Security Act of 2003 (HR866, S1039).

AMSA Offers Upgrade to Vulnerability Self-Assessment Tool

AMSA has released a new software upgrade to help water and wastewater utilities create, update, and/or revise their vulnerability assessments (VAs). The Vulnerability Self Assessment Tool – VSAT™ Version 3.1 offers significant upgrades in the Countermeasure Library, an improved vulnerability evaluation method and a new Expert Mode (XM) that makes the review and update of analysis easier. Additionally, an Emergency Response Plan (ERP) module is included in Version 3.1, which offers an enhancement to the both the Water and Water/Wastewater versions of VSAT™. Work is underway for a similar ERP module for wastewater utilities.

EPA Releases Security Product Guide for Drinking Water and Wastewater Utilities

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has developed a series of Security Product Guide designed to assist drinking water and wastewater utilities in reducing risks from, and protecting against, natural disasters or terrorist attacks. The guide provides information on water monitoring products as well as products available to enhance physical security and electronic and cyber security. EPA’s Security Guide has been updated to include several new Product Guides along with a functional feedback page and a “Contact Us” page. The website will be updated at regular intervals to ensure the most recent information is available. Please visit http://www.epa.gov/safewater/security/guide/index.html for more information on EPA’s Security Product Guide.

AMSA Awarded Grant to Continue Security Initiatives

The Association of Metropolitan Sewerage Agencies (AMSA) has been awarded two grants by U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to continue security initiatives throughout the coming year. EPA awarded a $147,000 grant to develop and distribute a “Decontamination Wastewater Acceptance and Treatment Planning Tool” that would offer a generic protocol for publicly owned treatment works’ handling of wastewater contaminated with chemical, biological, or radiological agents following a large-scale terrorist attack. The Planning Tool will be customized – as information becomes available – to address specific contaminants and will serve as a critical information and planning resource for POTWs. This award follows on the heels of the grant of an additional $400,000 from EPA to AMSA to continue to enhance its suite of Vulnerability Self Assessment Tools (VSAT™). These enhancements will include the streamlining of the tools’ report functions, an emergency response plan function to help better secure the nation’s drinking water and wastewater infrastructure, increase data manipulation speeds, improved presentation graphics and an update of the countermeasure libraries. For more information on VSAT™, please visit http://www.vsatusers.net/.

EPA to Continue Overseeing Security for Wastewater Facilities

President Bush has signed a presidential order (http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2003/12/20031217-5.html) that would allow the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to continue to have jurisdiction over the security of water and wastewater facilities throughout the nation. The directive establishes a national policy for the government to identify, prioritize, and protect infrastructure as a part of homeland security. The directive also calls for the Department of Homeland Security to integrate all security efforts among federal agencies. A comprehensive national plan for infrastructure protection must be completed by December 2004.

DNR NR 208 –CMAR Revisions

Jim Smith/Applied Technologies

The Natural Resources Board held public hearings on April 14-16, 2004, on the proposed update to NR 208 for the Compliance Maintenance Annual Report (CMAR).  The Natural Resources Board approved adoption of the update on June 23, 2004.

Electronic submittal of the CMAR form will be required in 2005 for data gathered during calendar year 2004.  Additionally, for the first time approximately 310 collection systems that have been issued a WPDES general permit for these systems will be subject to the CMAR requirements.  Collection systems have an additional year to comply with the regulations, with a compliance date of January 2006.

The CMAR has been an annual self-evaluation reporting requirement for publicly and privately owned domestic treatment plants since 1987, and was last revised in 1992.  The CMAR describes the physical condition and the performance of wastewater systems during the previous calendar year.  It also provides the owner of the treatment system with an objective analysis to determine whether a more detailed evaluation of the wastewater facility should be conducted, and assesses a system’s performance and wastewater management activities.

The revisions update CMAR requirement so they are consistent with other WPDES and wastewater-related rule changes over the past 10 years.  However, the two most important changes are first, the proposed CMAR rule revisions create a new letter grading system to assess overall performance and operation, and secondly, the new CMAR will be web-based.  The web-based CMAR form will contain data previously submitted by the owner, which will help to streamline the reporting process for both the owner and the DNR. 

Additional information on the new CMAR can be found on the DNR website at:

http://dnr.wi.gov/org/water/wm/ww/cmar.html. Since the rule has been promulgated, this will be the last report on this subject.

Stream Re-classifications – Proposed Revisions to NR 102, 104, and 106.

Chad Olsen/McMahon Associates

Nothing significant new to report.  The DNR is still in the process of re-evaluating how to proceed with the program.  They are evaluating whether to proceed with the revisions as currently planned in two phases, do all the revisions in a single phase, or do the revisions in multiple phases.

Nutrient Criteria

Jane Carlson

Refer to the August 2004 report on this topic for a detailed discussion of Wisconsin nutrient criteria development efforts.

In the past, the Wisconsin DNR has advised us that they may not develop numeric criteria for nitrogen.  This is because phosphorus is considered the limiting nutrient in Wisconsin lakes and streams.  The DNR discussed possibly setting nitrogen reduction goals for Mississippi River basin dischargers to meet the USEPA Gulf of Mexico hypoxia initiative goals.  It has been the general understanding for years that nitrogen is the limiting nutrient in the Gulf of Mexico.  However, recent research presented at WEFTEC and elsewhere indicates phosphorus may be as important as nitrogen in the Gulf.  It’s unclear whether this finding will have any bearing on Wisconsin nutrient criteria development.

Nr 214 - Land Treatment Of Industrial Liquid Wastes, By-Product Solids And Sludges

Jane Carlson/Strand

Duane Schuettpelz of DNR was contacted in August and indicated there hasn’t been any recent action to initiate a rule-making effort.  There are, however, continuing discussions with interested parties on the current implementation of the rule in specific permitting situations.  On Friday, November 12, 2004, DNR staff are meeting with the Wisconsin Cheese Makers Association’s Food and Dairy Industry Advisory Committee and the newly formed Wisconsin Industrial Land Application Contractors and Transporters (WILACT) association to discuss landspreading issues.  The agenda includes the following:

· Discuss any DNR policy or enforcement changes.

· Share DNR consumer complaints/trends in consumer complaints regarding landspreading. Discuss how DNR and industry can share complaint information.

· Share DNR field observations/enforcement actions regarding landspreading.

· Select 'test site' fields for industry and DNR to monitor this winter as products are land applied.

· Discuss joint training and education efforts that industry and DNR can pursue to educate DNR staff and rural landowners.

· Possible discussion of new technology or research into treatment of waste streams.

Bacteria TAC Committee

Jane Carlson/Strand

Mike Doran and a few other Wisconsin Section members are on the DNR's bacteria TAC committee.  Mike solicited input from CSWEA members regarding e-coli vs. f-coli monitoring and their type of disinfection system.  He has prepared a "white paper" summarizing this information and submitted it to the DNR's bacteria TAC committee leader, Toni Glymph.  A copy will likely be posted on the Wisconsin Section web site. Mike and other members are also following USEPA's rules establishing bacteria criteria for coastal recreation waters in 21 states/territories including Wisconsin.  The final rule was signed by EPA Administrator Leavitt on November 8, 2004. Details on EPA's final rule and a pre- publication version of the rule can be obtained at: http://www.epa.gov/waterscience/beaches/bacteria-rule.htm#final 

TMDLs

Bill Desing/CH2M HILL  & Mike Mischuk/CH2M HILL 

No change in status – previous report included below.

The Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) is a calculation of the maximum amount of a pollutant that a water body can receive and still meet water quality standards, and an allocation of that amount to the pollutant’s sources. Section 303 of the Clean Water Act requires States to identify waters not meeting State water quality standards (303(d) list), sets priorities for development of a TMDL for each pollutant for each water body listed as being impaired. The USEPA is responsible for the management of the program and issues guidance to the States for development and implementation of TMDLs. 

The following is a brief  overview of the regulatory history of TMDLs:

· 1985 – TMDL regulations first issued. Provisions included nonpoint source and load allocations

· 1992 – TMDL regulations revised. Provisions called for State lists every two years

· 1999 – Revisions to TMDL and NPDES regulations proposed

· 2000 – Final Rule issued on July 13, 2000

· Congressional rider on military construction/supplemental appropriations prohibits EPA from implementing this rule

· TMDL program continues under 1992 regulations and agreements reached through litigation

The objective of the 2000 Rule was to establish an effective and flexible framework to move the country toward the goal of clean water and to establish a process for making decisions in cost-effective methods to restore polluted waterways. The following is an overview of the goals of the 2000 rule:

· Provide for a more comprehensive list of impaired waters

· Lists of impaired waters would be submitted every four years

· Impaired waters would remain on list until water quality standards are attained

· Public would be notified and have opportunity to comment on methodology, lists, and TMDLs

· Strengthen efforts to put in place cleanup actions that result in attaining water quality standards, and

· Sets goal of attaining water quality standards within 10 years, if possible

In Wisconsin, currently the 2000 final rule cannot be implemented due to  funding constraints which means that the 1992 TMDL regulations and interpretive guidance will govern the State’s program. 

Wisconsin has been tasked with developing action plans (TMDLs) to remove impaired waters from their Section 303 (d) list which is required under the Clean Water Act. There are currently 264 impaired water bodies on Wisconsins Section 303 (d) list. This list was published in 1998 and has yet to be revised. The following is a synopsis of impairments:

· Sedimentation – 787 miles

· Nutrients – 231 miles

· Pathogens – 49 miles

· Toxics/Metals/Inorganics – 35 miles

· Toxics Organics – 585 miles

· Mercury – 661 miles

To date, progress in Wisconsin has been slow because the WDNR is currently facing significant budget reductions due to the State’s budget deficit.  As of November 2003, there are no permanent staff and no funding dedicated to TMDL development. However, the WDNR is attempting to use existing data that was obtained in the past for purposes other than TMDL development to develop TMDLs. In addition, WDNR has submitted a proposal to EPA for funding to begin the development of about 6 TMDLs per year.  This proposal would only provide money to begin the development and any funding obtained could only be used for non-point watersheds. Given the limits and restrictions on funding it is not expected for TMDLs to be developed for two to three years. There will likely be available state and federal cost share funds for installing best management practices related to TMDLs.

Local Ordinances/State Budget

Paul Kent/Anderson & Kent, S.C.

No update

CMOM

Nancy Schultz/CH2M HILL 

No update

Industrial Waste – Brian Molenaar, Chair

No report was received.

Membership – Rob Szekeress, Chair

Rob Szekeress of Peterson & Matz is taking over chairmanship of this committee from Ken Sedmak.  Ken Sedmak will be chairing a new Membership Committee for CSWEA.

 

Operations Committee – Dave Arnott, Chair

No report was received.  

Several members from the Wisconsin Section participated in the Operations Challenge at WEFTEC 2004 in New Orleans.  Only one member has submitted an expense report for reimbursement to date.

Management Seminar – John Olson, Chair
No report was received.  

A preliminary 2005 Management Seminar planning meeting was held at the Wauwatosa City Hall in October and was attended by Paul Nehm, Tom Krueger and Bill Marten.  The meeting was called by Wisconsin Water Association (formerly AWWA Wisconsin Section) with the purpose of addressing apparent declining attendance.  Discussion items included the history of the seminar, the seminar location, and the time of year that the seminar should be held.  It was decided that no changes in seminar location and time of year would be made for 2005, but the decision for future seminars would depend on 2005 results.

Public Education – Max Anderson, Chair

The committee is in the process of re-evaluating its activities and efforts to reach out to high school science teachers.  The committee will also be taking on prime coordination of the Stockholm Junior Water Prize competition with assistance from the Students & Young Professionals Committee.

Safety – Don Lythjohan, Chair

No report was received.  The committee does not appear to be active at this time, and an assessment of committee leadership and purpose appears in order.

Watershed Management – Jane Carlson, Chair

The committee’s last meeting was held August 2, 2004, and was summarized in our August 5, 2004 report.  This report summarizes committee activities since that time.

Letter to DNR Offering Assistance on TMDL and Nutrient Committees

As discussed at the last Wisconsin Section Board meeting, the attached letter was prepared and sent to Wisconsin DNR.  I have not received any response as yet.

Updated Letter to DNR Water Team Leader

As discussed at the last Wisconsin Section Board meeting, we prepared an updated letter to DNR water team leaders reminding them of our interest in serving on any stakeholder groups/consortiums related to watershed management or Total Maximum Daily Loads.  The letter was sent in late August and a copy is attached.  We received several responses to the letter, including the following:

· Tom Bashaw replied that there is nothing happening in the Headwaters Basin (Vilas, Florence, Forest, Oneida, Lincoln, and Langlade counties).  However, he passed our letter on to Jim Kreitlow, who completed the Headwaters Basin Plan a while ago and is involved in TMDL and watershed issues.  He said Jim would keep our organization in mind.

· Bob Hansis noted that TMDL work is beginning in the Sugar-Pecatonica basin and monitoring is underway.  They are using volunteers for some monitoring.  It appears DNR does not plan to form a special stakeholders group for this effort, but I reiterated our interest in case they do.  Bob said the main “pollutant of concern” is habitat impairment due to sediment, so the impact on point sources may be minor.  Bob provided contact information for other groups working in the watershed.

· Jim Congdon sent a draft of an NRCS grant proposal related to the Rock River Headwaters TMDL and asked for input on it.  I reviewed and provided comment.  He said they’ll be forming a stakeholder committee and are interested in our participation.  I asked the Watershed Management Committee for a volunteer, and Mike Doran offered to serve on the TMDL committee.  Mike was involved with the Rock River TMDL pilot project, knows Jim, and Jim said he would be pleased to work with Mike.  Mike should be done with his work on the DNR Bacteria TAC by the time the TMDL committee starts working.   I am recommending to the Wisconsin Section Board that we appoint Mike Doran to the TMDL committee as a representative of CSWEA.

· Ken Schreiber said the Yellow River Watershed TMDL, which was on hold for a few years, is starting up again.  Watershed Management Committee Member Hans Holmberg was previously appointed to this stakeholder group, but Hans would prefer to pursue the St. Croix watershed committee appointment instead (this appointment was approved by the board last August).  The DNR would appreciate a CSWEA representative on the Yellow River Watershed group; he feels our technical input would be very valuable and is something they were lacking on past projects.  This will be a nonpoint source phosphorus TMDL.  Even though it will not affect point sources, it will be precedent-setting for future phosphorus TMDLs in Wisconsin.  None of the current Watershed Committee Members have volunteered for this TMDL group, and we would appreciate a suggestion from the Board, perhaps for a member from the Eau Claire area.  Otherwise, we can ask for volunteers from our general membership via e-mail.

Next Meeting

The next committee meeting is scheduled for the Annual Business Meeting on November 17.

Student Activities – Dan Busch, Chair

The committee will be contacting existing student chapters to determine whether they wish to be reimbursed for up to 6 WEF student memberships for the 2004 fiscal year.  The committee will also be working to coordinate activities with the Public Education Committee.

Public Awareness – Steve Godfrey , Chair

Speakers Bureau.   One of the tasks assigned to our committee in the strategic plan is the establishment of a speakers bureau. We have discussed this topic at previous board meetings and have not received a lot of support for the program. There are a lot of logistical problems in establishing and administering an effective program. We ran a test ad on our website and did not receive any inquiries. It is our committee’s recommendation that the strategic plan be revised to delete the establishment of a speakers bureau as a goal.

Questionnaire.   We would like to prepare and send out a questionnaire to all members as a way of informing everyone as to services provided by our Section and encouraging participation.  Members would be asked questions regarding what they plan to get out of being a member, which committee they are most interested in, etc. We could mail out the committee descriptions with the questionnaire.

Display Booth.   The booth was set up at the WWOA Conference in October. It was unmanned so it is difficult to gage its effectiveness of introducing WEA to people or renewing interest of those already familiar with WEA. For 2005 we plan to have it set up at WRWA, WWOA and League of municipalities, as well as some of the jointly sponsored conferences throughout the year.

Award Presentation Publicity.     Several newspapers in the Madison, Green Bay and Janesville areas published articles based on the press releases provided by Carl Michels. This is an excellent publicity for our Section. We encourage any members to contact Carl Michels or any other members of the Public Awareness Committee if you have any Section news, events, awards, etc. worthy of publicizing.

Recognition was given at the workplace for several of the major award winners from our Section. This seemed to work out well and is worth the effort to continue.

Brochure/Committee Descriptions.     Tom Sigmund was preparing the descriptions and is finalizing the brochures. A status report will be given at the annual meeting.

2005 Committee Focus.      We have received a request to become more involved with the education and the membership committees to create more awareness of our organizations among students and private sector professionals. We will contact the respective committee chairs and discuss strategies.
Spring Biosolids Symposium – Jay Kemp, Chair

A planning meeting for the 2005 Spring Biosolids Symposium was held in October.  The following announcement was submitted for inclusion in the WISILLMINN.

“Please mark your calendars now and plan on attending the 23rd Annual Spring Biosolids Symposium, which will be held on March 15, 2005 at the Holiday Inn – Holidome in Stevens Point, Wisconsin.

A full day event, with 6 Wisconsin DNR approved continuing education credit hours, is planned.  Topics will include presentations on a number of current issues, including:

· Bob Bastian from U.S. EPA will discuss the Agency’s current policy and stance related to beneficial reuse of biosolids and defense of its biosolids regulations.

· Pat Murphy from the Madison Office of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service will discuss the interactions and potential conflicts between nutrient management planning and biosolids reuse in Wisconsin.

· Chip Elliott from Penn State University will present results from a study comparing the availability and fate of phosphorus from the land application of biosolids, manure and commercial fertilizers.

· Mark Patronsky, Senior Staff Attorney for the Wisconsin Legislative Council, will present recommendations from the Legislative Council’s attempts to coordinate the growth of septage and holding tank systems in non-sewered areas with the capacity and ability to receive such wastes at local wastewater treatment plants.

· How GIS systems can be used in site approvals and management of land application programs.

· Greg Kester will provide an update from the Wisconsin DNR and Dick Wolkowski will provide an update from the University of Wisconsin-Extension.

· Greg Kester will present a “Heads Up” look into the future regarding biosolids issues on the horizon.”

Water/Wastewater Education Association – Rusty Schroedel, Chair

Please check the WWEA Training Calendar, which can be accessed from the WDNR website, when planning any seminars, conferences or other training events.  Contact Peg O’Donnell at WDNR to get events placed on the calendar.













