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Trustee’s Report- Tom Sigmund

CENTRAL STATES WATER ENVIRONMENT ASSOCIATION, INC.

Executive Committee Meeting

Tuesday May 11, 2010

 Monona Terrace, Madison, WI

I have prepared this report based on Executive Committee reports posted as of May 5, 2010. I will provide verbal updates for those items that were not yet posted.

CSWEA 2010-11 Executive Committee: The proposed members of the CSWEA Executive Committee for 2010-2011 are:

· President: Jim Miller

· 1st Vice President: Beth Vogt

· 2nd Vice President: Randy Wirtz

· Treasurer: Doug Hendrichsen

· Immediate Past President: Rusty Schroedel

· WEF Directors: Scott Trotter, Dave Raby

· PWO Representative: Charlie LaRocca

· YP Representative: Rich Hussey

· IL Trustee: Gary Scott

· MN Trustee: John Glatzmaier

· WI Trustee: Tom Sigmund

· Executive Director: Eric Lecuyer
Fiscal Reports: I will present a verbal report at the WI Section Breakfast.

WEF Director’s Report: I will present a verbal report at the WI Section Breakfast.

State Trustee Reports

Wisconsin: I presented an update on activities within the Wisconsin Section including the Government Affairs Seminar and proposed revisions to NR 151 and NR 217 regarding phosphorus.

Minnesota: I will present a verbal report at the WI Section Breakfast.

Illinois: I will present a verbal report at the WI Section Breakfast.
PWO Representative Report: Charlie LaRocco reported that planning has begun for the Operations Challenge Competition which will be held at the WEFTEC ‘10 in New Orleans, Louisiana. He anticipates that two teams will once again be representing CSWEA. The selection of team members will be made according to the CSWEA By-Laws. Practice sessions will be held in August and September at the Nine Springs Wastewater Treatment Facility in Madison. 
YP Representative Report: I will present a verbal report at the WI Section Breakfast.

Education Seminar: I will present a verbal report at the WI Section Breakfast.
General Awards: I will present a verbal report at the WI Section Breakfast.

Internet: Eric Lecuyer reported that 2010 web advertising is not well utilized with only three organizations subscribing. E-mail blasts are an effective way to get information to CSWEA members as we have over 1,100 e-mail addresses. An online survey tool is available and has been used successfully with the Digester Foaming Committee. The tool is easy to use and is available to the Sections and Committees. Contact Eric for more information on use of the online survey tool. Please forward notification of all events to Eric for posting on the internet.

Central States Water: The first issue of 2010 included great content and a preview of the 83rd Annual Meeting.  The next issue, the Summer 2010 issue will include the Radebaugh paper, student paper winner’s paper and design competition teams project summaries. There will also be a review of the 83rd Annual Meeting and other topics of interest to our readers.  

Our Publisher has created a scholarship award in the amount of $500 and this scholarship will be presented to Jamie Molloy at the 83rd Annual Meeting banquet.

2010 publishing schedule for Central States Water
Summer issue

*Post Annual Meeting

a) Content and advertising deadline – June 4

b) Art proof to the Chapter for approval – June 18 

c) CSWEA returns proof to CK – June 25

d) Magazine printed and mailed – July 9

Fall issue



a)   Content and advertising deadline – August 27

b)   Art proof to the Chapter for approval – September 10

c)   CSWEA returns proof to CK – September 17

d)   Magazine printed and mailed – October 1

Public Education Committee: I will present a verbal report at the WI Section Breakfast.
Students Committee: Dan Busch presented a report on the Student Paper Competition and Student Design Competition that was held in Madison on April 5, 2010.

Student Paper Competition

Megan Corrado, UW-Madison will be presenting her graduate level student paper titled:  Reducing Struvite Formation Potential in Anaerobic Digesters by Controlled Release of Phosphate from Waste Activated Sludge" at the CSWEA Annual meeting on Wednesday afternoon in Technical Session F at 4:15 p.m. Megan will also be submitting her paper for 2010 WEFTEC and will be representing CSWEA.
Student Design Competition

The University of Illinois Urbana / Champaign EWB Chapter was selected to represent CSWEA at the WEFTEC Student Design Competition. The title of their design project is: Removal of Waterborne Viruses Using Iron-Amended Biosand Filters. They will be presenting in the Environmental Division. They will present at the CSWEA Annual Meeting on Thursday afternoon and plan to attend the Awards Banquet
The University of Wisconsin – Madison competed at the MA level competition on April 5. The title of their design project is: The North Plant.  They were the runner up. They were invited to present at the Annual Meeting in Madison, however because of final exam schedules none of the team is able to attend.
Midwest Water Industry Expo:  CSWEA received approximately $5,700 from the 2010 event. 

At the February 10, 2010 Executive Committee meeting/teleconference the future of the Midwest Water Industry Expo (MWIE) was discussed and thereafter, Dan Lynch supplied us with a memo outlining the current situation and options going forward.  These options were discussed via email among the Ex Com over the following days and a consensus was formed that CSWEA wants to continue its relationship with WWA and continue its participation in MWIE.  While there was value seen in marketing to other groups (such as WWOA) the consensus was not to split the functions and benefits more ways.  It was also determined that it is necessary to update the MOU and assure that a fair share of effort, reimbursement for paid staff work and other items are agreed upon.  Finally, we need to determine that CSWEA and WWA have common goals going forward.  

Based on that consensus, members of CSWEA and WWA met via teleconference on April 29 with a very productive discussion.  We are in agreement in general on the goal of continuing MWIE and the need to re-tool our MOU to achieve our common goals.  Our common commitment to the 2011 MWIE event was confirmed.  Two decisions are needed from both WWA and CSWEA:

1. A commitment to the 2012 MWIE at the Kalahari and authorization to enter into that venue contract.

2. The establishment of a 2-3 member delegation to serve on a task force with WWA delegates for the purpose of updating and revising the MOU and for that process to be undertaking immediately.

Ad Hoc / Digester Foaming: I will present a verbal report at the WI Section Breakfast.
Annual Meetings

2010 Madison, WI: I will present a verbal report at the WI Section Breakfast.

2011 MN: I will present a verbal report at the WI Section Breakfast.

2012 Illinois: I will present a verbal report at the WI Section Breakfast.

Old Business

CSWEA CSX/YPX 09 Follow-Up: CSWEA-CSX-09 was conducted at the Kalahari Resort on July 16&17, 2009. Eric reviewed what has been accomplished and noted that the big ideas should be prioritized for those showing most promise for development. 

1. Forge a stronger relationship between State Section Committees, CSWEA Committees and the corresponding WEF Committee by:

a. Committee Exchange Meetings at the Annual Meeting

b. Section or CS Committee member to act as liaison with WEF Committee

c. Set up quarterly conference calls for corresponding State Section Committees, invite WEF Committee leader to participate.
Status: Not initiated
2. Strengthen committees at all level, reinforce committees with well defined purpose, action plans and committee leadership succession plans. 
Status: Not initiated
3. Use Ad Hoc Anaerobic Digester Foaming committee as prototype for filling our member’s technical assistance needs.
Status: Successful Workshop, good prototype for future issues
4. Seek to co-sponsor Annual Meetings and other events with state and local operator groups.
Status: WWOA group to attend 83rd AM.  Must develop sustainable strategy.
5. Participate in and support state and local operator group events.
Status: IL Section working with FVOA et al…other Sections?
6. Include option for non-CSWEA members to become Associate Members and annual Education Seminar.
Status: Not initiated
7. Welcome/Thank you for joining or renewing membership letter (or email) with committee information to all new/renewal members each month.
Status: Not initiated
8. I.D. new members are Annual Meeting, invite them to join committees and get involved.
Status: Not initiated
9. Identify CSWEA with World Wide Monitoring Day test kits, our future members.
Status: Unknown
10. Heavily promote “cost effective CEU’s” at MWIE.
Status: Promoted as indicated.
11. Solicit and screen papers from Grad and Undergrad students for Annual Meeting.
Status: One paper, Student Design/Paper comp.
12. Separate solicitations for Student Papers and Student Design Competitions to prompt more interest.
Status: Separate solicitations…netted two Design Teams, One Paper.
13. Make contact with Student Chapters soon after start of school year, update contact info and link to website.
Status: Not initiated
14. Investigate Ontario WEA’s Student Chapter Exchange program and replicate.
Status: Info received…next step?
15. Publish testimonials from Students on the great experiences they have had at CSWEA and WEF-SJWP events.
Status: Not initiated
16. Conference Call between CSWEA Student Chapter Liaisons prior to School Year.
Status: Not initiated
17. Provide start up funds for Student Chapter each year, tied to receiving annual report, officer’s list and contact info, chapter roster.
Status: Not initiated
18. Facebook pages for Student Chapters
Status: Not initiated
19. Co-sponsor social events with State AWWA Chapters.
Status: Not initiated.
20. Sr. members need to get Yp’s to events.  Sell Sr. members on benefits of getting YP’s to events.
Status: Some individual efforts.
21. YP Designation in Technical Program for Annual Meeting to ID YP’s.
Status: Not initiated…while we have 2 or more YP’s presenting, no designation was provided.
22. YP as moderators for technical sessions at Annual Meeting
Status: One moderator is an YP (Trevor Ghylin).

23. Include YP on LAC committees.
Status: YP’s active on LAC for 83rd AM
24. Set tangible goals for YP committee, meaningful activities.
Status: Not initiated
25. YP connection through e-blasts to YP’s Facebook, Twitter etc
Status: Not initiated.

26. Set goal of having an YP on every Section and CSWEA Committee, where practical.
Status: Not initiated
27. Future YPX to be in form of Boot Camp for young engineers covering marketing, project management, etc.  Possibly tied to Ed Seminar opposite of Student Design Competition.
Status: Action pending
28. Retool YPX as Leadership Academy.
Status: Action pending
29. Oh yeah, and Keep having fun!

CSX’2010 is scheduled for July 15&16, 2010, again at the Kalahari. 
CSWEA/IWEA Relations: I will present a verbal report at the WI Section Breakfast.

WEFMAX’10: I will present a verbal report at the WI Section Breakfast.

Awards Process Revision Proposal: I will present a verbal report at the WI Section Breakfast.

New Business

Annual Business Meeting, May 13, 2010: I will present a verbal report at the WI Section Breakfast.
CSWEA-CSX’10: I will present a verbal report at the WI Section Breakfast.
CSWEA- YPX’10: I will present a verbal report at the WI Section Breakfast.
WEFTEC’10 Welcome Reception: I will present a verbal report at the WI Section Breakfast.
The next CSWEA Executive Committee meeting is scheduled for May 14, 2010 at the Monona Terrace in Madison following the CSWEA Annual meeting.

WWOA Liaison’s Report – Dennis Egge, Liaison

Kalahari Resort and Convention Center, Wisconsin Dells, WI.

The board presented all committee reports along with reviewing some possible changes related to the Clarifier with Jon Butt.

The WWOA membership stands at 1968 members and 316 lifetime members and will be adding an additional 20 new lifetime members this year.

This board meeting was mainly to review issues with the 2010 annual meeting while reviewing the layout at the Kalahari which is October 19 -22, 2010.

Respectfully Submitted 
Dennis Egge

	


Collection System – Andrew Craven, Chair
The purpose of this memo is to provide an update to the Wisconsin Section Board related to the activities of the Collection System Committee for the time period since February of 2010.

The Committee has selected the date of June 10th for the 23rd annual “Classic” seminar in Watertown.  A final agenda and brochure has been completed, and registrations are being received.  Notifications of the seminar have been posted on the CSWEA and WWOA websites.  We anticipate another successful seminar.

The committee has selected the date of July 29th, 2010 for the 3rd annual “Northwoods” Collection System Seminar.  It will again be held at the Clearwaters Hotel and Conference Center in Marshfield.  A planning meeting was held on March 22, 2010.  A copy of the meeting minutes is included.  A follow-up conference call was held on April 23, 2010.  A copy of the meeting minutes is included.

It is the committee’s understanding that a pre-conference golf outing and sporting clay’s event will held this year on July 28th prior to the seminar.  Notification of these events will be placed on the brochure, with directions on where to go to register.  Neither of these events is sponsored by the committee, but they do enhance attendance.
A final agenda and brochure for the Marshfield seminar have been prepared.   The brochure is in the process of being printed.  Notifications of the seminar have been posted on the CSWEA and WWOA websites.

Marshfield Seminar- Collection System Committee Meeting

March 19th, 2010

Strand Associates, Madison, WI

Meeting Minutes

Attendees: Craven, Belanger, Stelmacher, Beier, Krueger, Dickrell, Langhans, Wegner, Zimmerman.

1.)
Previous committee activities:



a.  
Watertown Seminar


-Private Property I&I Case Study speaker cancelled.


-Possible sump-pump disconnection study.


-Possible Fond-du-Lac clear water elimination program.


-FOG survey being sent out.


-All other speakers confirmed.

b.
Watertown Brochure


-Printing completed and dropped off for mailing March 19, 2010.


-Mailing process to begin ASAP. 


2.) 
Marshfield Seminar:

a. Clearwater’s Hotel & Convention Center reservation is confirmed.

b. No deposit is needed at this time.

c. Chicken & Ribs was selected once again as the lunch menu.

d. $60.00 per night room rate for attendees (Higher rate next year.)
e. Advertising
-Rivers edge-Golf and R&R Ranch-Sporting Clays to be on brochure.
3.)
2010 Marshfield Seminar Planning:

a. Speakers/topics: (See attached list of speakers and topics.)

b. Speaker confirmation conference call April 23rd, 2010. (Time TBD)

c. There are not many attendees going to both seminars.

-Watertown speakers/topics will be duplicated in Marshfield if possible. 

d. Finalize Marshfield speakers & complete brochures by May 7th, 2010.

e. Brochures to printer By May 10th, 2010, and mailed by May 28th, 2010.
f. Registration deadline- Tentatively July 12, 2010.

g. Awards or other recognition at seminar- Not discussed

h. Vendor letter (Lecey & Stelmacher)-Letter to be drafted and sent by end of March 2010.

i. DNR Credits-(Coordinated by Jim Fratrick)-To be confirmed.

j. Attendance fees will remain at $35.00 for advanced registration & $40.00 for on-site registration.

k. Northwoods committee member duties-(See Collateral Duties List.)

l. Demonstrations- commitments not known. 

m. On-line Registration –Add as an option for 2011 Watertown Seminar.

4.)
Important Dates:

a. March 31, 2010- Mail Publicity & Vendor Letter (Bob L. & Stelmacher)

b. April 5th, 2010-Mail Watertown Brochures.
c. April 23, 2010-Marshfield speaker/topic follow-up meeting-Conference call.
d. May 7th, 2010-Finalize Marshfield topics, speakers, and brochure.

e. May 5th, 2010-Vendor registration deadline for brochure listing.

f. May 10, 2010-Marshfield brochures to printer.

g. May 31, 2010-Marshfield brochures mailed.

h. June 10, 2010-Watertown Seminar
i. July 21st, 2010 – Marshfield-Advance registration deadline.
j. July 29, 2010 – Marshfield Seminar
	Potential Topic / Time
	Potential Speaker
	Responsible CSC Member / Comments

	Septic Hauling & Collection System effects – 30 min
	Unknown
	Jim Beier, Tom Krueger

John Langhans, Randy Belanger

	New Pipe Inspection- 30 min
	Tim Zimmerman
	Tim Zimmerman-Confirmed

	Directional Drilling Technologies- 45 min
	Vermeer- Speakers TBD
	Todd Stelmacher-Confirmed

	Pipe Bursting- 30 min
	Tim Cassidy-Marshfield
	Ron Dickrell

	Sewer Rate Study- 30 min
	John Langhans
	John Langhans

	Safety Topic- 30 min
	TBD
	Jerry Hirt-Confirmed

	PACP/NASSCO- 30 min
	John Nelson
	Randy Belanger-Confirmed

	FOG Survey Results-15 min
	Tom Krueger, Jared Wegner,

Gary Buntrock
	Tom Krueger and

Jared Wegner-

Confirmed

	Alternate-Sewer exfiltration & Well contamination- 30 min
	Mark?
	Ron Dickrell


Marshfield Planning Meeting – Follow-up Meeting

April 23rd, 2010

Symbiont-Conference Call & Subsequent Communications

Meeting Minutes

Attendees: Craven, Belanger, Stelmacher, Coy, Wegner, Lecey (Attempted-Krueger & Dickrell)


1.) 
Marshfield Seminar:

f. Advertising-events listed on brochure.

I. Rivers edge Golf Course- Contact Tom Mulcahy.
II. R&R Ranch-Sporting Clays-Contact Jim Thalke ($35.00 per participant.  Includes round & lunch- Shells by shooter.)

III. Watertown Brochure posted on CSWEA & WWOA Websites.

IV. Marshfield Seminar listed on CSWEA & WWOA Websites.  Brochure to be posted after completion.
g. Speakers, presentations, & brochure to be finalized  May 7th, 2010.  See attached list for current speakers & topics.  (Created by Beier-Belanger & Stelmacher to proof.)

h. Brochures to printer by May 10th, 2010, and mailed by May 28th, 2010.
i. Fog Survey-150 surveys sent with approximately 30 responses to date.

j. 16 confirmed Vendors.  Registration deadline for brochure-May 5th, 2010.

k. Northwoods committee member duties-(See Collateral Duties List.)
l. Demonstrations

I. Vermeer-Directional Drilling-Static demonstration. 
2.)
Important Dates:

k. May 5th, 2010-Vendor registration deadline for brochure listing.
l. May 7th, 2010-Finalize Marshfield topics, speakers, and brochure.

m. May 10, 2010-Marshfield brochures to printer.

n. May 31, 2010-Marshfield brochures mailed.

o. June 10, 2010-Watertown Seminar
p. July 21st, 2010 – Marshfield-Advance registration deadline.
q. July 29, 2010 – Marshfield Seminar
r. July 30, 2010- Start thinking about topics & speakers for 2011.
	Potential Topic / Time
	Speaker
	Responsible CSC Member / Comments

	Septic Hauling & Collection System effects – 30 min
	Mike Gerbitz-Donahue & Associates
	Jim Beier-Confirmed


	New Pipe Inspection- 30 min
	Tim Zimmerman
	Tim Zimmerman-Confirmed

	Directional Drilling Technologies- 45 min
	Marv Klein –Vermeer Corporation
	Todd Stelmacher-Confirmed

	Private Property I&I- 30 min
	MSA Professional Services
	John Langhans

	Sewer Rate Study- 30 min
	John Langhans
	John Langhans-Confirmed

	Confined Space Equipment-        A new emphasis on testing & Calibration- 45 min
	Marvin Degenhardt-Safe-Fast, Inc.
	Jerry Hirt & Todd Stelmacher-Confirmed

	PACP/NASSCO- 30 min
	John Nelson
	Randy Belanger-Confirmed

	FOG Survey Results-15 min
	Tom Krueger or Jared Wegner
	Tom Krueger & 

Jared Wegner-Confirmed

	
	
	


Government Affairs Committee – Brandon Koltz, Chair

Status report – Current Activities
The Committee met by conference call in February, March and April and briefly following the GAC seminar in Madison.  The conference calls covered two items – the proposed Phosphorus rules which were presented to the Natural Resources Board for public hearings (held in April) and the Mississippi River Arsenic TMDL.  Developments at the national level, which have been minimal during the past several years, are being tracked as well as noted below. 

Current committee members and assignments are listed at:

http://www.cswea.org/wisconsin/governmentaffairs/ The website listing is being updated for members and responsibilities. 

Next Meeting 
The Committee will attempt to meet informally at the annual meeting.  We will continue to meet a minimum of quarterly by conference call and more frequently as needed. I attended the WEF Washington Briefing, which was held jointly with the New England WEA Annual trip to Washington to make Capitol Hill visits. My observation was this was productive for their region; WEF is encouraging other MAs to make similar arrangements.  WEF will coordinate/advise on the logistics. I would like our three sections to plan similar travels next year.  I am requesting board direction and interest in organizing more active participation by Central States at next year’s Washington Briefing and Capitol Hill visits.  
Regulatory and Other Initiatives Updates

May 2010 Attachment to Government Affairs Committee Report

The primary focus of the Government Affairs Committee (GAC) is to identify and track various regulatory/legislative initiatives that may have a significant impact on Wisconsin Section members. Attached please find reports prepared by individual committee members summarizing activities in the areas that they are responsible for tracking.
	


Wisconsin Alliance of Cities Liaison  Updated for February 2010
By Jim Kleinschmidt, P.E./Strand

No update this report  - see previous reports. 

	


Wisconsin DNR Thermal Rules Revisions (NR 102 and NR 106) Updated for May 2010
By Jim Kleinschmidt, P.E./Strand

The germane modification to DNR Board Order WT-36-07 relating to the revisions to NR 102 and NR 106 regarding waster quality standards for thermal discharges was adopted by the Natural Resources Board on January 27, 2010.  The rule received no comments from the Legislature and has been adopted with an effective date of July 1, 2010.  This rule will potentially impact inland lake dischargers, and dischargers to lower flow streams for both warm water fisheries and cold water fisheries.  A variance is available but needs to be submitted with the WPDES permit renewal application.  
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/water/wm/wqs/thermalrulesrevisions.htm 

	


Biosolids-EPA Initiatives and National Biosolids Partnership EMS Program

By David Taylor; Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District
EPA Proposes Redefinition of Solid Waste

EPA has issued a pre-publication draft of a proposed rule titled "Identification of Non-Hazardous Secondary Materials that are a Solid Waste."  A complete copy can be found by under the following link:

http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/nonhaz/definition.htm.  EPA anticipates that there will be a 45 day public comment period.  This proposed rule would define biosolids that are incinerated as a solid waste.  If finalized, a potential outcome could be that biosolids that are incinerated are subject to more stringent regulations.  The National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA) will be responding to this proposal and will be retaining the services of a legal affiliate to assist in developing comments.  While EPA has stated that they don’t envision the proposed redefinition impacting other mangement practices, there is a concern about unforeseen impacts.  For example, there are many diverse regulations that reference the definition of solid waste and regulate materials based on whether or not they are defined as a solid waste.  Some states may link their management requirements for sewage sludge and biosolids to the EPA definition of solid waste.  
If the solid waste definition changes, there is a concern that other biosolids management programs may be subject to new or additional regulation.

National Biosolids Partnership Update

 

EMS Program  

Recommendations for improving/streamlining the EMS program have been vetted with the National Biosolids Partnership’s Steering Committee and are expected to be put into place this fall.  These changes will include providing two different offerings for participating agencies with respect to third party audits:

1. The current offering with no changes to the frequency of independent third party audits (6 independent third party audits over a 10-11 year period).

2. A new offering that would require an initial independent third party verification, with re-verification every five years or when there is a major change in biosolids operations.

There is still some discussion that needs to take place regarding labeling, etc., the above change is viewed as a positive step in efforts to encourage greater participation in the EMS program.
 
Training and Information Clearinghouse During 2009 the NBP’s newsletter was distributed to over 5,100 registered users every week.  The popular website, 
www.biosolids.org  that received nearly a quarter of a million user sessions (visits) in 2009 is being reconfigured to incorporate new web 2.0 capabilities.  The website will be re-launched in late Summer, 2010 and will provide EMS tools/resources, and serve as a clearinghouse for biosolids related information.  

 
	


NUTRIENT CRITERIA  Updated for May 2010
By Jane M. Carlson, P.E. and Jim Kleinschmidt, P.E./Strand Associate, Inc.

The Natural Resources (NR) Board in March 2010 authorized WDNR to publish draft phosphorus (P) rules for public comment. These rules are contained in NR 102 – Water Quality Standards for Wisconsin Surface Waters and NR 217 – Effluent Limitations and Standards. Copies of the draft can be obtained at the following site: https://health.wisconsin.gov/admrules/public/Rmo?nRmoId=4783 . Click on “Initial Proposed Rulemaking Order” for the packet including the draft rules. The WDNR held public hearings in four locations in April and the public comment period ended April 30, 2010. The NR Board will consider the draft rules and the WDNR’s public comment summary and response at its June 2010 meeting. Individuals can contact Laurie Ross if they would like to testify at that meeting. NR Board testimony is typically limited to 3 minutes per person. Phosphorus rules could be adopted by the NR Board yet this year. The USEPA also needs to review and approve water quality standards and may request revisions as they have for thermal and mercury standards in the recent past.

The Wisconsin Section of CSWEA submitted comments on the draft rules and a copy may be obtained from Brandon Koltz, Jim Kleinschmidt, or Jane Carlson of the Government Affairs Committee. Generally, the CSWEA-WI encouraged WDNR to address P impairments holistically by involving all sources such as agriculture in the implementation of the new criteria rather than focusing primarily on point sources. Point sources often account for a small percentage of the P in a watershed and require the highest cost per pound for additional P removal. The WDNR has proposed changes to NR 151 which would lower the allowable phosphorus runoff from agricultural fields but only when cost-sharing is available, and state cost-share funding has been very limited. The CSWEA-WI suggested that the P criteria could be implemented in each watershed using a total maximum daily load (TMDL) approach to most holistically and cost-effectively address all sources of P.

Following are some of the key draft NR 102 features and CSWEA-WI’s comments:

· Listed non-wadeable rivers have a proposed P criterion of 100 ug/L

· Other rivers and streams have a proposed P criterion of 75 ug/L

· Lakes and reservoirs have proposed criteria ranging from 15 to 40 ug/L

· Great Lakes have proposed criteria of 5 to 7 ug/L

· CSWEA-WI commented that WDNR should develop separate, science-based near-shore criteria for the Great Lakes rather than using the open waters criterion as proposed.

· Note that 1,000 ug/L equals 1 mg/L.

Following are some of the features of draft NR 217, which WDNR is proposing to use to implement the criteria, and CSWEA-WI’s comments:

· The WDNR maintained most of the existing language in NR 217 and is proposing to create NR 217 Subpart III – Water Quality Based Effluent Limits (WQBELs) for Phosphorus.

· It is proposed that Subchapter III will apply to all point-source, surface-water dischargers of P including public and private WWTPs, noncontact cooling water, animal feeding operations that discharge to surface waters, and certain WPDES-permitted storm water dischargers. The CSWEA-WI commented that storm water should not be included in NR 217 but rather in NR 216 and NR 151.

· The proposed rule defines “phosphorus impaired water” very broadly. CSWEA-WI commented that the definition should not include other parameters besides P.

· The WQBEL calculation for rivers and streams is essentially the same as the conservation of mass WQBEL equation contained in NR 106 for toxics. Using this formula, if the upstream P concentration exceeds the applicable criterion, or if the upstream statistical low flow is zero, the WQBEL will be equal to the criterion. On the other hand, for dischargers to large rivers and streams where upstream P meets the criterion, the WQBEL could be higher than current NR 217 effluent limits and in that case the current NR 217 limit would be maintained. The CSWEA-WI commented that the annual or growing season average stream flow should be used for calculating WQBELs rather than low flow since P is not toxic, and upstream P concentrations should be determined using actual upstream receiving stream data collected over several seasons rather than using data from “similar” streams.

· The proposed language related to downstream waters is not well-defined and may result in even lower the effluent limits. CSWEA-WI suggested this language be removed because a TMDL process can be used to set WWTP waste load allocations that address protection and restoration of downstream waters.

· The proposed rules would set effluent limits for inland lake/reservoir dischargers equal to the lake/reservoir or downstream criterion. CSWEA-WI commented that a TMDL should be used to set these limits so that all sources of P are addressed.

· The proposed rule has a means for WDNR to use an approach similar to a waste load allocation to set limits when there are multiple point source dischargers to a single waterbody. This is not well-defined and the CSWEA-WI suggested removing the language and using a TMDL process to set limits in this case, because all P sources would be addressed.

· The proposed rule applies the WQBEL as a 30-day rolling average concentration. This would be difficult to administer and could result in multiple violations if, for example, the WWTP had a plant upset that lasted several days. It would also result in the need to fully treat relatively short-duration peak flows, thereby driving up capital costs for P removal facilities with little or no corresponding environmental benefit. The CSWEA-WI commented that the effluent limits should be applied as an annual average since P is not toxic.

· There are provisions in the draft rule for 7 to 9-year compliance schedules for implementing WQBELs which CSWEA-WI generally supported with some suggested modifications related to technology.

· There are provisions in the draft rule for TMDL-based effluent limits in some cases. CSWEA-WI suggested limits calculated from a USEPA-approved TMDL are theoretically more equitable and therefore should always “trump” the WQBEL.

· There are provisions in the draft rule for an adaptive management approach when more than 50 percent of the P load comes from agriculture. This would result in interim limits of 0.6 mg/L and 0.5 mg/L for the first and second permit terms with the WQBEL applied in the third permit term. CSWEA-WI requested that this provision be allowed for any watershed with multiple sources of P.

· There are provisions in the proposed rule for a 5-year variance for lagoon and stabilization pond facilities that apply for it and submit justification.

· The existing de minimus exemption for small treatment plants is not included; the WDNR could set WQBEL limits for any size WWTP based on the draft rule. CSWEA asked that the existing NR 217 de minimus levels be maintained since these WWTPs account for a very small percentage of P loadings while the cost per pound for P removal would be highest at these plants.

We have still not heard about a schedule or plan for WDNR to develop nitrogen or other nutrient criteria besides P. For additional information, please contact the Government Affairs Committee members noted above.

	


Proposed Instream Ammonia Criteria

By: Brandon Koltz/ Symbiont Updated for May Report

U.S.EPA has published a notice in the Federal Register ([FRL-9097-8; OW-2009-0921]

Draft 2009 Update Aquatic Life Ambient Water Quality Criteria for 

Ammonia—Freshwater) that will refocus ammonia criteria to be based on more sensitive species than fish. The more sensitive organisms are typically freshwater mussels.  The updated regulation will require the fresh water mussel ammonia criteria be applied where these organisms are present or potentially could be present. The effect will be to lower the instream ammonia standard, potentially to 50% to 20% of the current numeric value.  Information is available at:

http://www.epa.gov/waterscience/criteria/ammonia/index.html
The comment period was extended to April 1, 2010. A number of wastewater agencies have submitted technical comments. 

If adopted, WDNR will be required to initiate rulemaking to update current ammonia water quality criteria. 
	


CMOM – Wet Weather Issues 

BY:  Joan B. Hawley, P.E., Superior Engineering, LLC  joan@superior-eng.com 

U.S. EPA 

1. U.S. EPA - WEF – SSO - eblast April 26, 2010 - EPA to Propose Policy for Addressing Overflows from Sanitary Sewer Systems.  EPA Deputy Administrator Robert Perciasepe announced during the National Association of Clean Water Agencies' (NACWA) National Environmental Policy Forum on April 20 that EPA expects to propose by late spring or early summer a policy that would address overflows from sanitary sewer systems.  The new policy will look at previous proposals on the topic, and consider what has been learned since that time, said Perciasepe.  In the absence of a policy for controlling sanitary sewer overflows, EPA may make an announcement soon on moving forward with some sort of [sanitary sewer overflow] policy and has indicated a preference to address the issue of blending  under the broader sanitary sewer overflow (SSO) policy. NACWA has threatened to petition EPA to establish a consistent policy on how  sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs) and collection systems are treated due to concerns that EPA will view every overflow as illegal and in violation of the Clean Water Act.  Perciasepe also stated during the forum that EPA is evaluating how to integrate wet weather issues, including stormwater, and is looking at stormwater “more holistically.”

The WEF Government Affairs Committee, working with other appropriate WEF Committees, has drafted a position statement on Management of Wet Weather Flows by Municipal Utilities. This position statement builds on WEF’s  “Guide to Managing Peak Wet Weather  Flows in Municipal Wastewater Collection and Treatment Systems” and WEF/NACWA’s  “Core Attributes of Effectively Managed Collection Systems.” The WEF Board of Trustees will be considering this position statement during their April 30 meeting.

According to EPA's unified agenda, the rule appears likely to mirror a Clinton-era version of a rule barring sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs), which occur when untreated sewage spills from a collection system or treatment facility, often during extreme wet weather events when stormwater infiltrates a sewer system and overloads the system's capacity. 

The new proposed rule is also expected to require utilities to report, and keep records on, all SSOs. It is also expected to deal for the first time with satellite collection systems, which collect and pump wastewater to treatment facilities but are not owned and operated by the plants and consequently are not covered by their permits.

2. Blending- a NACWA  official said the group met recently with EPA staff, including Office of Water Deputy Assistant Administrator Nancy Stoner, who said that agency staff prefer to address 'blending' under a broader SSO policy, though the final decision will be made by Jackson. 

The agency has recently focused on a never-finalized draft 2005 policy that strictly interprets its bypass rule, prompting concern from industry that some POTWs will have to make costly treatment plant upgrades to treat heavy flows during storms, rather than blending partially and fully treated wastewater for discharge, to avoid overflows. 

NACWA officials say that they would appreciate consideration of the issue under an SSO rule, but note that the 'blending' issue would remain unsolved in the three-to-five year process a rule-finalization entails.  The group is also working on a petition asking EPA to begin action and establish uniform national compliance standards for SSOs.  

3. No updates on the Wisconsin CMOM rules.  
4. Utilities should consider addressing private property programs to eliminate clear water in the system.  See www.wef.org/Utility/ppvl_main_page.asp for existing program that utilities can review.  

	


NR 151  - Storm Water Management Issues

By Paul Boersma/Black & Veatch 
(Paul has been tracking NR 151 issues and agreed to join the GAC) 

Background. NR 151 was promulgated in October 2002 and provides runoff performance standards for agriculture, non-agriculture (construction sites and municipalities) and transportation facilities. In  the past several years, municipalities and the owners of transportation facilities have worked to meet the requirements of NR 151, which largely focus on reducing total suspended solids runoff. Meeting the NR 151 requirements has proved challenging, particularly for municipalities with dense urban areas. Still, progress has been made by municipalities.  However, in agricultural areas, less progress has been made. State law requires at least 70% and up to 90% cost sharing for agricultural land owners.  Since money has been very limited for cost sharing, there has been limited progress made in the application of runoff standards for agricultural land.

 

Summary of Changes. In mid-March, the State completed the public hearing process for revisions to NR 151.  These revisions:

· Make changes to requirements as to how non-agricultural entities (construction sites, post-construction, developed urban areas, transportation facilities) comply with NR 151. In some cases, the requirements are reduced.

· Require BMPs be designed to meet nonpoint source allocation in areas with an approved TMDL for landowners in watersheds with a TMDL that addresses nonpoint source pollution. This revision has the effect of putting land owners on notice that they may be required to comply with more stringent runoff requirements if required by the TMDL.

· Implementation of a Phosphorous Index (PI), which is a tool for assessing the potential for crop lands, pastures and winter grazing areas to contribute soluble and particulate phosphorous to the nearest water body.  

 

As before, runoff requirements for agricultural land uses are subject to cost sharing.  

 

Implementation.  The WDNR received more than 1,000 comments during the public comment period, mostly from agricultural interest and mostly opposed to the revisions. The proposed rule will go to the Natural Resources Board in June, in parallel with the N.R. 217 rules. WDNR staff were not prepared to discuss changes to the revisions based on public comments at the time of this writing. It is expected to go the legislature by the end of August.  WDNR staff expects that the legislature will hold hearings this fall.  

NR 214 - LAND TREATMENT OF INDUSTRIAL LIQUID WASTES, BY-PRODUCT SOLIDS AND SLUDGES
By Jane Carlson/Strand 

 WDNR staff was contacted in April 2010 and said they do not intend to revise NR 214 at this time. However, there are existing and proposed rules that may limit the land application of industrial wastes and sludges to levels as low as 40 pounds of phosphorus per acre per year. Higher loadings may be allowed depending on soil type and other factors. The WDNR staff also stated that they may require an NR 151/NRCS 590 nutrient management plan as a condition of land spreading site approval in the future.

	


Summary of Key Legislative and Rulemaking Activity

By Paul G. Kent of Anderson & Kent sc

Legal Counsel for the Municipal Environmental Group 

Wastewater Division 

<No Update This Report – See Previous Reports >

	


Government Affairs Seminar (GAS) Committee Report

By Gil Hantzsch, P.E., MSA Professional Services Inc.

The Government Affairs Seminar was held February 23, 2010 in Madison. Attendance exceeded 200. The Committee will meet late summer/early fall to plan next year’s conference. 

	


Stream Re-classification/Proposed Revisions to Chapters NR 102, 104, and 106 as Related to Stream Classification & Outstanding and Exceptional Resource Waters

By Chad T. Olsen/McMahon Associates, Inc.

<No updates this report – see previous reports>
	


TMDLs

Mike Gerbitz, PE, Donohue & Associates, Inc. and Brandon Koltz

The watershed committee has provided a summary of current TMDLs/watershed planning activities in a separate report to the Board.  One of the items is proposed arsenic TMDL for the Mississippi River above the Iowa – Missouri border.  Arsenic levels in the Mississippi exceed Iowa drinking water standards.  The TMDL lists all NPDES permittees in watersheds draining to the Mississippi above the Iowa – Missouri state line as potentially having no allowable arsenic discharge (includes permits in Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois and Minnesota).  The GAC Wisconsin Section intends to submit comments.  The Illinois and Minnesota Sections have been invited to coordinate. We also can join a coalition being organized by John Hall Associates of Upper Mississippi interests; he is asking for monetary support for this effort.  The committee would like Board direction at the upcoming meeting regarding participation with the Hall effort. 
The link to the arsenic TMDL is:

http://www.epa.gov/region07/water/pdf/mississippi_river_ia_draft_tmdl.pdf
	


Wastewater Security

By Bill Desing, CH2M Hill

<No Update This Report – See Previous Reports >

	


Compounds of Emerging Concern and other National Issues; WEF Government Affairs Committee Communications
By Brandon Koltz/Symbiont

No update with respect to microconstituents. 

Wet Weather effluent blending has been an issue since the Draft USEPA Blending Policy was issued in 2005.  That policy has not been implemented since OMB has not approved the proposal.  Draft Guidance for A Utility Analysis at permit renewal showing no feasible alternative to blending was unofficially distributed July 2009. USEPA received numerous comments on the document and is currently revising it.  The revised document will be published in the Federal Register for comment, likely early March. 

WEF continues to increase dialogue with Member Association Government Affairs Committees to both share national regulatory concerns and gain awareness of state regulatory issues.  WEF has revised its webpage to assist in this dialogue.  WEF has scheduled their Washington briefing for March 15 and 16.  This meeting is separate from the NACWA Washington update; there has been a combined meeting the last several years.  The New England WEA has used this opportunity to schedule meetings with their congressional delegations and has been reported to be very successful.  I will attend this WEF meeting and advise whether Central States should attempt to organize a similar meeting in subsequent years.  

	


Great Lakes Issues – The Great Lakes Compact

By Keith Haas/Racine Water and Wastewater Utilities

<No update, see previous reports.>


Financial/Funding IssuesDistrict

Jeff Brochtrup/Madison Metropolitan Sewerage 

<No update, see previous reports>

Industrial Waste – Bill Oldenburg, Chair

Industrial Achievement Award: 

The committee has identified an applicant for 2011 and continues to search for eligible facilities.

Pretreatment Seminar:

The Industrial Waste Committee is planning the 2010 Pretreatment Seminar.  This seminar will take place on June 16, 2010, at La Sure’s Hall in Oshkosh.  The agenda has been finalized and commitments have been received from all speakers.  Mailing/e-mailing of seminar information will occur in the next two weeks.  Conference calls were held on the following dates to plan the Pretreatment Seminar:

February 19, 2010

March 5, 2010

April 9, 2010

April 30, 2010

The Industrial Waste Committee has the following members:

Nora Erlandson, Racine Water and Wastewater Utilities

John Guadagni, Green Bay Metropolitan Sewerage District

Brian Molenaar, Strand Associates

Bill Oldenburg, Green Bay Metropolitan Sewerage District

Peter Peterson

Roberta Walls, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

Randy Wirtz, Strand Associates

Operations Committee – Troy Larson, Chair

Eric Lecuyer, Dave Arnott, and Troy Larson held a conference call to discuss the responsibilities of the Operations Committee as it pertains to the selection of the Operations Teams.  Recent PWOs have been relatively self sufficient; we decided that this committee would continue to reach out to the PWO to offer assistance.  Charlie La Rocco was contacted via e-mail to determine the status of team formation.  Charlie indicated that these activities would climax in June and that he would notify me of the team rosters once they are formed.  
Beth Vogt forwarded the award results to the Operations Committee.  The Wisconsin Lab Excellence and Hatfield award nominees were both successful and will be recognized at the annual meeting.
Eric Lecuyer indicated that there was going to be a guidance created that would 1) develop an improved timeline for awards nomination submittals, and 2) would clearly identify the appropriate contacts for submittal.
Management Seminar – Ken Sedmak, Chair

The Management Committee in cooperation with Wisconsin Water Association is sponsoring the Management Seminar at Cabela’s on August 5. The seminar program, shown below, features topics addressing budget, funding, public relations and legal issues addressing staff in the work place. 

2010 Management Seminar

Leadership Skills & Tools

August 5, 2010 Cabela’s Richfield, WI

8:00
 Registration & Continental Breakfast

8:25
 Welcome, Ken Sedmak

8:30
 Opening Remarks, Cabela’s Management

8:45 “
Level of Service, Impacts of Budget Cuts”, Pat Lytle, P.E. and Tony Urquhart, MWH Business Solutions

9:45
 Morning Break

10:00-10:30
 “Setting User Rates & Value of Rate Studies”, John Mayer, Utility Rate Consultant

10:30-11:15
 “Update on Winning Capital Funding Techniques”, Don Roecker. P. E., Independent Funding Consultant

11:15-12:00
 “Using Web 2.0 Technologies to Improve Project Public Relations”, Chris Sosnowski, P.E. , B & W Control Systems Integration

Noon: 
Lunch (provided)

1:00 – 2:00 pm
“Conducting Effective Personnel Investigations”, James Korom and Kyle Gulya, Von Briesen & Roper, SC

2:15 – 2:45 pm
 “Managing Employee Use of Facebook, MySpace and Social Networking Websites”, Kyle Gulya and James Korom, Von Briesen & Roper, SC

2:45 – 3:15 pm
 “Stump Jim and Kyle”, James Korom and Kyle Gulya, Von Briesen & Roper, SC

3:15 
Adjourn

Public Education and Awareness – Dale Doerr, Chair

Public Education and Awareness: The Public Education and Awareness Committee members are Chairperson Dale Doerr, Kathleen Zino, Tom Mulcahy, Aga Razvi, Max Anderson, Bill Martin, Ken Sedmak, and Steven Godfrey. 

Stockholm Junior Water Prize
In April the PEAC received 2 papers (candidates) registering with WEF for the right to be the Wisconsin delegate to the National Stockholm Junior Water Prize Competition in St Louis Missouri. 

Based on the PEAC member evaluation and feedback, Christopher Welker from Niclolet High School in Glendale was selected to represent Wisconsin through CSWEA. The title of Christopher’s research based paper is The Effects of Different Genera of Algae on the Phosphorus Excretion and Oxygen Depletion of Quagga Mussels (Dreissena Bugensis). 

Christopher Welker and his teacher Mr. Gary Stresman have indicated that they would like to attend the National SJWP competition in St Louis in June. The cost for airfare from Milwaukee to Anchorage is between $150 and $200 per person. WEF will pay up to $500 of the cost. 

I would like to thank all of the PEAC members for their help in judging the papers and determining the Wisconsin representative for the National SJWP competition.

World Water Monitoring Day

If funds are available I would like to purchase 50 WWMD kits (~$725.00). The WWMD kits will to be sent to science teachers I talked to at the WSST convention and to teachers that received WWMD kits last year that have contacted me inquiring about the availability of the WWMD kits this year. Last year CSWEA Wisconsin Section contributed $1,000 towards the purchase of World Water Monitoring Day (WWMD) Kits. A label stating the kit was donated by CSWEA will be placed on the outside of the WWMD kit and a short note was placed inside the kit requesting feedback on the value of the WWMD kit to the school/classroom.
CSWEA website SJWP web page link
In came reviewing the link on the CSWEA website to the SJWP I noticed that we included a reference to the 2009 national SJWP competition in Anchorage. In addition, the SJWP contact for Minnesota changed so I updated that information as well. I sent the revised SJWP web link document to Eric Lecuyer to be posted on the CSWEA website. The new web link does not include any reference to a location or year. 

Wisconsin Science Teachers Convention

I attended the Wisconsin Society of Science Teachers Convention on April 15 -16, 2010 in Lacrosse with CSWEA paying the conference vendor fee. The purpose of attending the conference is to get out the word about CSWEA, about World Water Monitoring Day (WWMD) and the annual Stockholm Junior Water Prize (SJWP) competition. The conference was well attended and many of the attendees were surprised at all the things our organization does to protect our water environment. Two WWMD kits were donated as door prizes for conference attendees. 

Safety – Jerry Hirt, Chair

No report received.
Watershed Management – Julie McMullin, Chair

A meeting of the Wisconsin Section Watershed Management Committee was held at 8:00 AM on February 22, 2010 via conference call.  Participating in the meeting were: Jane Carlson, Hans Holmber, Mark Mittag, and Julie McMullin.

The following items were discussed:
Reports from Committee Members Appointed to Watershed Groups
A. NE Wisconsin Watershed Activities

a. The point source limits for total annual phosporous for the Lower Fox TMDL are set to 0.2 mg/L. 

b. A draft TMDL is to be available in May, along with public meetings later this month.

c. The final TMDL is to be submitted to the EPA by September 30, 2010.

B. Madison/Rock River Watershed Activities

a. POTW effluent limits will be based on the modeling results.

b. The first draft of the TMDL was too restrictive, requiring zero violations. The TMDL has since been revised to allow for some violations under extreme events.

c. The final TMDL is to be submitted to the EPA by September 30, 2010.
C. SE Wisconsin Watershed Activities

a. The many GLRI grant applications submitted for EPA funding include MMSD-led third party TMDLs on the Menomonee, Kinnickinnick, Milwaukee and Milwaukee Estuary.

b. The use of Milwaukee water by New Berlin is moving forward as a “straddling” community to the Lake Michigan basin.

c. The Waukesha Common Council has approved moving forward with submitting an application to the WDNR for diverting water from Lake Michigan, as a community in the same county.  Public meeting on the proposed diversion have been held in Waukesha and Wauwatosa. Waukesha has also completed a water quality analysis of the impact of wastewater discharge to Underwood Creek.

d. The Sheboygan area is applying for legacy funding for additional harbor dredging.

e. The Gathering Waters Festival is a free event that will be held June 12th near the Summerfest grounds in Milwaukee. This event will feature presentations on water issues.

D. Other Watershed Activities

a. The Government Affair Committee is planning to submit comments on the arsenic limits and testing methods that are proposed for the Mississippi River TMDL. Within this draft TMDL, the arsenic limit is currently set to zero and the ICPMS testing method is overly sensitive.

E. Regulatory Issues

a. NR 151 – time delays appear to be possible for municipalities, but the basic rule requirements remain.

b. The draft green sheet for the Phosphorous water quality standards was released in March 2010 and public meetings were held in April. Final adoption of these standards is set for June 2010.

c. The final thermal discharge rules were approved by the legislature in March 2010. 

d. TMDLs – no new actions that anyone is aware of.

e. A general permit for ballast water discharges became effective in February 2010. 

f. The DNR is revising and updating several other rules and standards, particularly to make them clearer and/or to have them comply with federal standards.

Student and Young Professionsals – Trevor Ghylin
Student Paper Competition

Megan Corrado, UW-Madison will be presenting her graduate level student paper titled:  Reducing Struvite Formation Potential in Anaerobic Digesters by Controlled Release of Phosphate from Waste Activated Sludge".

Megan will present at the Annual meeting on Wednesday afternoon in Technical Session F at 4:15 p.m.

Megan will be submitting her paper for 2010 WEFTEC and will be representing CSWEA.
Student Design Competition

The University of Illinois Urbana / Champaign EWB Chapter was selected to represent CSWEA at the WEFTEC Student Design Competition. The title of their design project is: Removal of Waterborne Viruses Using Iron-Amended Biosand Filters.
They will be presenting in the Environmental Division. They will present at the Annual Meeting on Thursday afternoon and plan to attend the Awards Banquet
The University of Wisconsin – Madison completed at the MA level competition on April 5. The title of their design project is: The North Plant.  They were the runner up.

They were invited to present at the Annual Meeting in Madison, however because of final exam schedules none of the team is able to attend.
Student Chapters 

No new information to report. I certainly respect Rusty’s effort to establish a Student Chapter contact list. It will be very helpful in the future. 

Spring Biosolids Symposium – Bill Marten and Jay Kemp
The 2010 Spring Biosolids Symposium was held on March 9, 2010 at the Holiday Inn in Stevens Point.  Highlights included Fred Hegeman of WDNR discussing septage issues and local concerns, and Rick Stehouwer of Penn State University presenting an interesting discussion on nutrient management over the lunch hour.  The Symposium continues to tackle current and occasionally controversial issues of concern to waste haulers and POTWs.

While final head count and financial results are pending, the event was very well attended and is expected to have made a modest profit similar to past years.  Based on returned surveys the event was considered an overall success, with over 90% of the surveys rating the event as good, very good or excellent. Planning for the 2011 Symposium will begin in September.

Water/Wastewater Education Association – Tom Mulcahy, Chair
No report received.






















