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John Glatzmaier





WI Trustee:

Tom Sigmund
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Executive Director:
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MN YP Chair:
Rachel Radloff
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Anne Lecuyer





Public Ed Chair:
Patty Craddock

Excused:


WEF Delegate
Dan Lynch





IL Trustee:

Gary Scott

President’s Remarks

Jim Miller extended his appreciation to everyone who made the effort to attend the meeting. He welcomed Rachel Radloff and commented that he will contact her on a regular basis to encourage young professionals to get involved. He also remarked that he and the Local Arrangements Committee (LAC) are looking for topics of great interest for operators that will encourage them to attend the annual meeting and remain involved in the association.

Executive Director’s Report 

Committee Roster Update: Eric Lecuyer noted the listing of Rachel Radloff as the new Chair of the MN Section’s YP Committee. This as well as other changes and updated Sections’ roster have been posted but more updates are expected, including standing committee updates. There are a few individuals listed on committees that have not been contacted.

Fiscal Reports

Having reviewed the fiscal reports thru 11/20/2010, Doug Henrichsen reported that the association’s projections are on track. Tom Sigmund asked about the Association’s reserves and it was explained that the reserves were designated as two certificates of deposits totaling $34,653 plus what each state section has in invested income. Randy Wirtz asked if the goal is to retain the reserves totaling the liabilities of our two largest events. This was confirmed. Eric noted the commitments from the Sections for Operations Challenge expense reimbursements which allowed sending two teams. The cost of the 2010 Ops Challenge was $16,262 and some sponsorship money was used to reimburse participants.

It was noted that the revenue received in the first quarter from our two major events must sustain the Association through the entire fiscal year.

WEFTEC ’10 Welcome Reception – Eric summarized Scott Trotter and Jim Huchel’s posted report. Scott is turning his responsibilities for this event over to Jim Huchel. This past event yielded no losses. Over 250 people signed in. The Committee extended its’ appreciation to Scott for all of his efforts and congratulations to Jim for a very successful event.


WEF Delegate’s Report

Dave Raby reported that his workgroup will be having a follow-up teleconference in the next few weeks. Dan Lynch will lead the effort to find a candidate for the Public Officials Award. A short discussion ensued regarding the Association’s Nomination committee to establish criterion for such an award at the CSWEA level, with the winner advanced as our WEF award nominee. WEF has drafted a position statement on storm water and is soliciting MA input. Eric will look into where the Sections are on this issue, noting that the WI Section is especially good at dealing with these issues. Tom remarked that he was not aware of this particular issue currently being discussed in WI.

WEFMAX will be discussed later in the agenda. A recent request from WEF to its Delegates was to ask MAs to show how Association committees are aligned with WEF committees. Dave noted that the Sections’ committees are the place to look for that alignment.

State Trustee Reports

Wisconsin – Tom Sigmund summarized his posted report: Officer elections were held at their Annual Meeting:  Bill Oldenburg will be the next Vice Chair, Bill Marten will be their next Trustee to the CSWEA Executive Committee. 

Minnesota – John Glatzmaier highlighted his posted report which has changed since their October meeting.  There was a consensus among the approximately 15 attendees at their Section’s Annual Meeting to send $5 back to the Association and impose no dues rate increase.
Illinois – Beth Vogt presented Gary Scott’s posted report, commenting that there is not yet available data from the Operations and Lab events. The IL Section prefers a dues increase with the additional revenue amount going back to the Association. Beth offered that IL wants to increase activities and is facing lower participation causing the Section to be dependent on the rebate amount to fund their events. Eric noted that there have been some coordination issues between IWEA and the IL Section events. It is recommended that both the IL Section officers and IWEA sit down with calendars and determine agreeable schedules.

PWO Representative Report

Charlie LaRocco reported that the CSWEA Operations Challenge teams did a great job. Jeff Mayo was suggested as the next PWO Representative. Charlie is preparing a PWO Rep Guideline document. Eric suggested that this may be good to post on the website. Jim Miller offered his thanks to Charlie as the PWO Rep and for keeping the teams motivated along with their coaches. He also offered his thanks to the sponsors and the Madison Metro Sewerage District for their continued support in practice sessions.

YP Representative Report

Rachel Radloff summarized Rich’s report which addressed all three Sections’ activities. She added that the committee has had numerous inquiries from young professionals interested in participating in the organization. She was directed to contact Section chairs to follow-up on these contacts and to keep in mind the mentoring program. Additionally, Rich Hussey is planning a YP Leadership Academy in conjunction with the Education Seminar.  Beth noted that this event needs to have fees set right away since it is in conjunction with the Education Seminar. She wanted direction from the Executive Committee on how to proceed.  Discussion ensued: There was a consensus was to make the fee to attend the Leadership Academy nominal, especially if the Education Seminar is also being attended. The two committees need to determine the exact fee amount provided there is an incentive to attend both events and the approved budget is maintained. The Executive Committee was encouraged to reach out to Rich to assist in developing the Academy program.
Committee and Activity Reports

Education Seminar – Beth Vogt distributed her report stating that the program is almost finalized. It is diverse but focused on Activated Sludge. Blending is an important issue in IL. Tom suggested that the term “blending” be included in some of the discussions. A committee conference call is scheduled for December 3.

General Awards – Beth Vogt and Randy Wirtz discussed their posted report. Randy asked for any new nominations from the committee. Beth reported nomination activity and there was a quick review of procedures. Randy has contacted the three universities regarding the Academic Achievement Award.  Eric reminded Beth and Randy of the $500 Scholarship to a published student from the Central States Water Magazine publisher, Kelman and Associates. Dave suggested that criterion similar to the Radebaugh criterion be considered for that award. Beth and Randy suggested that if this is to be an on-going award, the Kelman Scholarship Award should be included in the SOPs Award section. The schedule for this award can be coordinated with the CS Water Magazine publication dates.

Internet – Eric Lecuyer encouraged all to provide content for Constant Contact email distribution within appropriate document formats. Eric also asked the committee to frequently review website pages and if changes need to be made, please copy the page into a word document, highlight changes and forward to Eric who will provide them to the webmaster. The membership roster is posted in .pdf format to avoid downloading of email addresses. Survey format was discussed as this tool is a bit restrictive and the digester foaming survey is a good model for its simplicity.

Central States Water – Eric reported that the next issue will go to print Monday and he showed a proof copy of the cover. The spring issue deadline is February 18th and will promote the Annual Meeting. There are 1,800 on the mailing list, including facilities and potential exhibitors throughout the three states. CS receives about $4,000 each year in revenue-sharing and all the Association has to provide is content.

Public Education Committee – Patty Craddock presented highlights of her posted report.  The MN Section is just $5,500 short of their goal for production of a 30 minute Minnesota version of the Liquid Assets Documentary on infrastructure decline.

Students Committee – Dan Busch’s posted report stands. Dan will be available for answering questions from the new committee chair, Dustin Mass.

General Membership – Eddie McCall’s report was supplied by Eric who provided demographic data that he briefly explained. WEF is tweaking their newly designed membership database which is not yet available. This will make it easier to self-renew or update personal information however; this current gap in access to the site may be responsible for a sudden drop-off in WEF membership renewals.

MARC – It was decided that the Central States MWIE Committee be rolled into the MARC Committee.
Midwest Water Industry Expo – T. Mulcahy’s provided report showed that the MWIE Committee is well organized and is pushing to sell-out exhibit booths which also promote exhibiting at the Annual Meeting in May. Vendor Talks remain popular as does the concept of including an operator targeted Digester Foaming Workshop at MWIE with the availability of meeting rooms and lunch. Dave asked if MN or IL were interested in doing something similar as it appears to be very successful. Affirmation of credit hours would encourage attendance, however scheduling in the year without competing with planned commitments is the biggest obstacle to additional events.

Nominations Committee Report – Jim Miller read the nominations from Jim Roth’s posted report, stating that they will be presented at the Annual Business Meeting in May for election.  Patti Craddock was nominated for the post of 2nd VP, Jeff Mayou for PWO Rep, 2013, Doug Henrichsen for Treasurer and Rusty Schroedel as our WEF Delegate 2014.

Ad Hoc – Digester Foaming – D. Zitomer’s posted report was referenced by Randy Wirtz as he commented that three subcommittees have been formed: Randy is heading up the Survey committee, the Webinar committee needs a leader, and Jim Huchel will lead the committee for the workshop at MWIE. Originally driven by operator interest, the issue now seems to be driven by academics and engineers. MWIE is a forum for operator participation and hopefully the workshop at MWIE can bring this back into focus with group discussions with large participation by operators. Beth provided great feedback as a young engineer asked to be involved in this committee; Jeff remembered this request and had Dan contact the engineer.

Annual Meetings

2011 Minnesota - After a tour of the venue, it was determined that some changes to functional room assignments are required and will be taken up by the LAC. Pipe and drape was discussed as this will determine size of booths and number of booths that can be accommodated. Kevin Reagan will coordinate the exhibitor arrangements. Students from St. Cloud may be called upon for AV assistance. Entertainment for banquet night is likely to be local karaoke DJs. The Farewell Breakfast speaker is lined up. 

2012 Illinois - Beth Vogt reported on Gary Scott’s posted report and that this event will be at Pheasant Run and a contract is firm for May 14-17, 2012.

2013 Wisconsin - Randy Wirtz was directed to begin searching for a venue for the desirable dates and possibly a backup venue for negotiating position.  It was suggested that he contact Gary Scott for his one-page checklist document. Cvent venue search engine can also provide possible facilities that meet our exhibit and room night requirements. Randy asked for any input regarding Madison which was very positive and Monona Terrace has already provided quotes.

Jim suggested that the Association consider a standing Annual Meeting arrangements committee.

Old Business

CSWEA CSX/YPX 10 Follow-up – Jim Miller cited an initiative from this past event where it was proposed to consider an Ad Hoc committee to oversee Annual Meeting advanced planning. Jim will organize this effort calling on representatives from each Section with experience on LAC. Rusty would like to include a survey to gather input from membership about improving the Annual Meeting experience and increase attendance. Beth suggested a very short survey be distributed right away and focus on what will bring municipalities to the conference even if personal phone calls need to be made. Eric encouraged the technical program to select papers that are of interest to this target audience. Tom described the trend in current economic climate which is to send fewer people to conferences and added that the high-interest topics be covered in Section conferences in order to serve membership that cannot travel out of state or service areas.
Tom noted that the way information is disseminated is very different now and we should ask ourselves, what is our value proposition?

Jim asked Beth to work with him to put an Ad Hoc Annual Meeting Committee together right away and assist in advance planning for the WI AM and help with specific issues within the contract for the IL AM. Current and next technical program committee chairs, along with Jim, Beth, Randy and any already engaged LAC individuals such as Patti Craddock will comprise this new committee.

Randy praised the concept of CSX and suggested that future meetings focus on one or two initiatives and truly facilitate progress.

Awards Committee Proposal update – Beth Vogt and Randy Wirtz reported that a follow-up meeting is scheduled for shortly after the nomination process is complete. The process will be reviewed and any proposed changes to SOPs will be considered.

CSWEA Leadership Academy – Rich included this item in his YP report. Jim will follow up with Rich to offer support on behalf of the Executive Committee in securing speakers.

Tabled Motion, Proposed Dues Increase – Any change would require written notice at least 60 days prior to Annual Business Meeting in May 2011 and would go into effect January 1, 2012.  The need for dues proceeds differs greatly between the three Sections and there needs to be continuity. Eric proposed taking the revenue-sharing question off the table and pursue a small dues increase in order to rebuild the Association reserves. This can be taken to the general membership at the annual meeting.

It was decided to amend the tabled motion to clarify what membership categories will be not be included in the dues increase.  Not included: Student, YP, Retired, Life, and Corporate Memberships. Dues will increase for Dual, Professional and PWO Memberships by $5 with no increased revenue going back to the states.

ABC Maintenance Technician Program – Eric reviewed the history of this project. Membership in ABC costs the Association $300. It was decided not to renew ABC membership.
New Business 

Appointment of an Executive Director, 2011 - It was decided to reappoint Eric Lecuyer as Executive Director for CSWEA with a $500 increase in compensation in recognition of his great work. The 2011 Budget was amended to add $500 to Executive Director Management fee budget and remove the $300 ABC Membership dues.
Executive Director 2011 Travel & Expenses – Eric proposed no changes from previous years’ approved travel expenses. It was decided to approve the proposed travel expenses authorization for the Executive Director’s 2011 travel expenses.

SOP Amendment: Operations Challenge Expense – E. Lecuyer made recommended changes to projected SOP document until committee was satisfied with exact wording. Eric recommended that Ops Challenge participants submit expenses for training sessions directly to State Sections for reimbursement immediately following the training.

Discussion regarding travel-to-training session followed: This could exceed a Section’s budget and there is no “backstop” to section’s liability. Dave suggested that Ops Challenge teams represent the Association and be supported by the Sections.

SOP Amendment: SJWP Travel Expenses – Eric Lecuyer explained that this is new language defining what have historically been procedures. It was decided to adopt the SOP amendment for SJWP travel expense reimbursement as proposed.

SOP Amendment: Student Design/Paper Travel Expenses – It was decided to adopt SOP amendment for Student Design/Paper Travel Expense reimbursement as proposed.  Tom suggested that Section Secretary/Treasurer keep track of annual meeting locations as the Sections prepare their annual budgets.  A question was raised about WEF’s wastewater design challenge and Eric indicated that he would get details on this program and distribute to the Executive Committee.

WEFMAX 2011 Travel Options – Eric led a general discussion of when and where these events will take place with Davenport, IA and Louisville, KY being the closest and most convenient schedule.

Strategic Plan Review – Jim Miller noted some housekeeping issues with language that is no longer relevant and key initiatives are not included. This could be achieved through electronic communication. The last major rewrite was in 2006. Tom volunteered to serve this effort with support of a YP representative. It was noted that the Strategic Plan is a living document. Jim suggested that the strategic plan be the basis for CSX initiatives and where the revised plan can be discussed. Jim will look for a chair for this ad hoc committee.

An Executive Committee teleconference for Awards Approval is scheduled for February 8, 2011.

The next meeting is scheduled for May 16, 2011 at the Northland Inn, Brooklyn Park, MN.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:28 AM.

WWOA Liaison’s Report – Dennis Egge, Liaison

The Wisconsin Wastewater Operators Association Board of Directors Meeting was held on December 2nd and 3rd, 2011. This meeting was held at the Radisson Hotel and La Crosse Center, La Crosse WI. All board members were present.

There will be three (3) two (2) year Directorship positions open in 2011.  The WWOA has 1,986 active, lifetime and honorary members.  

There were 3 scholarships available in 2010 and all three were paid out.

McKee reported that he was working on the directory and it should go out for print in April. 

Conference Fee’s were discussed and adjusted as follows:

Preregistration:

Members

$70.00

Non-Members
$125.00

Non-Members with Membership Option
$110.00

Student/Retiree
$40.00

On-Site Registration:
Members 

$120.00

Non-Members
$175.00

Student Retiree
$45.00

The WWOA has purchased a book on behalf of both the WWOA and Wisconsin Section CSWEA for the UW Library. The cost was $84.50 half of which was paid for by Wisconsin section of CSWEA.  

	


Collection System – Andrew Craven, Chair

The purpose of this memo is to provide an update to the Wisconsin Section Board related to the activities of the Collection System Committee for the time period since November of 2009.

The Committee has selected the date of June 9th for the 24th annual “Classic” seminar in Watertown.  A planning meeting was held in Brookfield on January 4, 2011 for the Watertown seminar.  Minutes of the meeting are attached.

The awards subcommittee submitted our nomination for this year’s Wisconsin Section Collection System Award.  Our nominee was Tom Steinbach from the City of Oconomowoc. 

The committee has selected the date of July 28th, 2010 for the 4th annual “Northwoods” Collection System Seminar.  It will again be held at the Clearwaters Hotel and Conference Center in Marshfield.  A planning meeting has been set for March 8th, 2010 in Madison.  It is the committee’s understanding that a pre-conference golf outing & sporting clay’s event will again be held this year the day before the seminar.  Neither of these events are sponsored by the committee, nor are we responsible for the planning or finances associated with these events.  However, the committee does believe that these events compliment our collection system seminar, and likely increase attendance.

Collection System Committee Meeting 

January 4, 2011- 9:00 AM

Applied Technologies, Brookfield, WI

Meeting minutes

Members Present:  Craven, Dickrell, Beier, Stelmacher, Lange, Tiefert, Belanger, Kolczaski, Buntrock, Fratrick, Langhans, Wegner, Zimmerman, Krueger, Hassing.

1. Reviewed previous committee activity – WWOA meeting minutes.

2. Collection System Award

a. Tom Steinbach - City of Oconomowoc was submitted as the nominee for the Collection System Award.

b. Nominees were requested for the upcoming Collection System Award.  Please forward all nominations to Todd Stelmacher.

3. Draft Annual Plan

a. 2011 Goals.


-Continue with the Watertown & Marshfield annual seminars.


-Provide a member to the safety committee.


-Submit one article to the Clarifier & Central States magazines.


-Prepare annual plan for February board meeting.

4. Seminar Promotion

a. See collateral duties on last page to confirm individual responsibilities.

b. Article submitted to CSWEA – Beier & Stelmacher

c. Posters (Large & Small) (K. Dennis- To be confirmed by Craven.)
d. Seminar announcements on CSWEA and WWOA websites.

e. APWA meetings. (Large & Small posters to be displayed.)

f. Clarifier and Central States Water

i. Clarifier 2011 deadlines. (Craven to coordinate with Tom.)

ii.  Central States Water Spring issue deadline.


-Both to be confirmed by Stelmacher.


-Save the date & general topics to be published.

g. Rural Water- (Craven to call for approval to display portable  poster.)

h. CSWEA CSX’ 2011-July 21 & 22, 2011- Kalahari-Wisconsin Dells. Discussion about coordinating with IL & MN to share information about topics and focus at this meeting.

5. Marshfield Seminar - 2010 Recap and 2011 Planning

a. 2010 seminar successful!


i. $800.00 profit with $500.00 refund from Clearwater’s.  (Thank you Jean)


i. Parking lot will be blocked the day before for outdoor exhibits or demonstrations.


ii. Ten (10) more attendees compared to 2009.


iii. speaker evaluations sent out via e-mail.

b. 2011 Marshfield seminar planning.


i. Conference to remain at the Clearwater’s Hotel & Convention Center  - Ron & Jean will coordinate food and possible layout changes for 2011.


ii. Marshfield planning meeting set for March 8th, 2011-Strand’s office – 910 West Wingra Drive, Madison.


iii. May do standard registration with electronic option.  Perhaps only a postcard reminder.

6. 2011 Watertown Seminar - 2010 review & 2011 planning


Reviewed suggested topics from 2010 evaluations.

a. Riverside Park & Turner Hall are reserved for June 9th, 2011.


i. Discussion about capacity & limiting attendance-No decision.

b. 2011 speakers/topics-See attached list for speakers, topics, and responsible committee member. 

c. Brochures – design and mail out.


i. May do standard registration with electronic option.  Perhaps  only a postcard reminder. (Craven to investigate options and process with CSWEA.)


ii. Obtain e-mail list from CSWEA & WWOA for electronic notification of seminars.


ii. Brochure design by Jim Beier.

d. Presentations.


i. Minimum of 28 points for Power Point font. (Some had difficulty seeing screen from back of room.)


ii. Plan to put presentations on CSWEA web-site for download.

e. Awards or other recognition at Seminar- During break if needed.

f. Vendor Program (Lecey)- Drafts completed.


i. Extend invitation to past vendors for demonstrations.

g. Fees/Expenses-Fees to remain the same as 2010.


i. Door prize to range from $350.00 - $400.00.

h. Duties of committee members – refer to “Collateral Duties” summary for identification of responsible parties

i. 2010 Speaker Evaluations – sent out via e-mail

j. Discussion about encouraging people to sit up front, by eliminating the desire to be first in line for lunch. (Decision to be made at Strand.)


i. Allow first four (4) rows to get in line first for lunch.


ii. Randomly send people to lunch by quarter sections.

7. Call for Nominations or volunteers to fill the Vice Chair/Secretary position for 2011-2013


a. Volunteers -John Langhans & Jared Wegner



i. John Langhans was selected for Vice Chair/Secretary, with Jared Wegner having the first right of refusal for the 2013-2014 position. (Thank you both for your commitment and participation. Congratulations John.)

8. New Member 


a. Please welcome Kathleen (Katie) Hassing, from Applied Technologies, as a new member of the Committee.

9. Important Dates:

a. Committee meeting at the Gov’t Affairs Seminar has been cancelled.

b. February 2011 - Completion of Publicity & Vendor Letter (Bob L.)

c. March 8th, 2011 - Watertown follow-up & Marshfield planning meeting. (Strand Assoc., 910 West Wigra Dr., Madison WI- 9:00 am)


i. Confirm Watertown speakers

ii. Finalize Watertown agenda & brochures

iii. Generate topics & speakers for Marshfield. 

d. March 14th, 2011- Watertown brochure to printer 

e. April 11th, 2011 - Mail Brochures

f. April, 28th, 2011- Confirm Marshfield Speakers & Agenda.

g. May 26th, 2011 - Watertown advance Registration Deadline

h. June 9, 2011 - Watertown Seminar

i. July 28th, 2011 - Marshfield Seminar

Presented below are the tentative topics, speakers, allotted time, responsible committee member, and miscellaneous comments for the upcoming Watertown seminar.  Speakers and topics to be confirmed by March 8th, 2011.  Please review and comment about topics and responsibilities as appropriate.
	Topic
	Potential Speaker
	Allotted Time

(min)
	Responsible CS Committee Member
	Comments

	Storm Sewer Dye Flooding-Explanation & Case Study.
	Chris Stamborski- R.A. Smith National
	45
	Belanger
	Case study for Wauwatosa 2010 dye flooding project.

Confirmed

	Safety Topic -Arc Flash
	Gordy Koch
	30
	Stelmacher
	Confirmed

	Mainline, Lateral, & Manhole Rehabilitation Costs-Case Study.
	 Langhans
	30
	Langhans
	Confirmed



	Sediment Control- Erosion, Construction sites, Dewatering discharge.
	Pete Wood
	30
	Fratrick
	

	Septic hauling & collection system effects.
	Mike Gerbits


	30
	Beier
	

	Quick Hits-

-New panel Tech.

-Cost Survey

-Nozzle Cleaning

-Air release maintenance
	TBD

Langhans

TBD

TBD
	15

15

15

15
	Beier

Langhans

Zimmerman

Craven
	

	Back-up topic-

Private Property issues- Foundation drains, sump pumps, floor drains.
	Bill Wehrely
	30
	Fratrick
	One of the committee members doing the survey will present the results in a Power Point format.

	Break
	
	15
	
	


Collateral Duties

	Name
	Duty
	Name
	Duty

	Andy Craven
	Committee Chair
	Randy Belanger
	Vice-Chair/Secretary

Brochure printing

	Todd Stelmacher
	Award subcommittee
	Jared Wegner
	Speaker Evaluations

	Bob Lecey
	Exhibitor Letter
	Frank Tiefert
	Soda sponsor (Flygt)

	Jim Beier
	Brochure design

Awards subcommittee
	Jim Fratrick
	Speaker gifts

DNR credits

	Paul Lange
	Watertown facilities
	Ruth Delay
	Watertown finances

Awards poster & clerical

	Ron Dickrell
	Marshfield facilities
	Jean Coy
	Marshfield clerk

	Mark Kolczaski
	Door prizes & assists with vendor schedule
	Tom Krueger
	Awards subcommittee

	Dennis Egge
	WWAO Liaison
	Tom Nejedlo
	Publicity

	Kari Dennis
	Promo boards
	Gary Buntrock
	Cost Survey

	John Langhans
	Cost Survey
	Katie Hassing
	Cost Survey


Government Affairs Committee – Brandon Koltz, Chair

Status report – Current Activities

The Committee reviewed had conference calls and exchanged e-mails with respect to the draft Rock River TMDL and legislation introduced in the US Senate to eliminate effluent blending in the Great Lakes Basin.  Central States Wisconsin Section participation in the WEF Washington Briefing was discussed: it will be April 4-5, it is intended to provide an EPA update and opportunity to meet with legislators to discuss legislative and regulatory concerns. Meetings that include local officials (mayors, commissioners, etc) are usually very effective. The meeting will be held in conjunction with a similar effort by AWWA and Member Associations are encouraged to coordinate with their counterparts in AWWA.    

Current committee members and assignments are listed at:

http://www.cswea.org/wisconsin/governmentaffairs/ The website listing is being updated for members and responsibilities. 

Next Meeting:

The GAC continues to meet a minimum of quarterly by conference call and more frequently as needed. The committee exchanges e-mails to develop comments on regulatory issues. Board concurrence is requested as needed. 
Regulatory and Other Initiatives Updates
February 2011 Attachment to Government Affairs Committee Report

The primary focus of the Government Affairs Committee (GAC) is to identify and track various regulatory/legislative initiatives that may have a significant impact on Wisconsin Section members. Attached please find reports prepared by individual committee members summarizing activities in the areas that they are responsible for tracking.

	


Wisconsin Alliance of Cities Liaison  

By Jim Kleinschmidt, P.E./Donohue

No update, please see previous reports. 

	


Wisconsin DNR Thermal Rules Revisions (NR 102 and NR 106) Updated for August 2010

By Jim Kleinschmidt, P.E./Donohue

No report; please see previous reports. 

	


Biosolids-EPA Initiatives and National Biosolids Partnership EMS Program

By David Taylor; Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District

No updates; see previous reports. 

 

	


NUTRIENT CRITERIA  Updated for November 2010

By Jane M. Carlson, P.E./Strand Associate, Inc.

<No updates; see previous reports.> 

	


Proposed Instream Ammonia Criteria

By: Brandon Koltz/ Symbiont 
<No update – see previous reports>

	


CMOM – Wet Weather Issues 

BY:  Joan B. Hawley, P.E., Superior Engineering, LLC  joan@superior-eng.com 

CMOM – Wet Weather Issues – November 2011
BY:  Joan B. Hawley, P.E., Superior Engineering, LLC  joan@superior-eng.com 
 

The Government Affairs GAC submitted comments on proposed modifications to SSO requirements. 

	


NR 151  - Storm Water Management Issues

By Paul Boersma/Black & Veatch 

The revisions to NR 151 and 153 were finalized and promulgated at the start of this year.   In the first half of 2010, draft rules were put out and hundreds of comments were received on the draft rules. In response to these comments, the WDNR made several additional changes to the draft rules in the spring of 2010. The WDNR board approved the draft rules in June of 2010. WDNR staff report very few comments on the rules approved by the board during legislative review of the rules after board approval. The final NR 151 and 153 rules are in essence the rules approved by the WDNR board.  Key features of the rule were summarized in previous reports by this committee. 

NR 214 - LAND TREATMENT OF INDUSTRIAL LIQUID WASTES, BY-PRODUCT SOLIDS AND SLUDGES

By Jane Carlson/Strand  (May 2010)

<no update – see previous reports>

	


Summary of Key Legislative and Rulemaking Activity

By Paul G. Kent of Anderson & Kent sc

Legal Counsel for the Municipal Environmental Group 

Wastewater Division 

<No Update This Report – See Previous Reports >
	


Government Affairs Seminar (GAS) Committee Report

By Gil Hantzsch, P.E., MSA Professional Services Inc.

The 2011 Government Affairs Seminar will be held at the Madison Marriott West on Thursday February 24, 2011.  Presentations will be places on the Central States website after the seminar. 

	


Stream Re-classification/Proposed Revisions to Chapters NR 102, 104, and 106 as Related to Stream Classification & Outstanding and Exceptional Resource Waters

By Chad T. Olsen/McMahon Associates, Inc.

<No updates this report – see previous reports>

	


TMDLs

Mike Gerbitz, PE, Donohue & Associates, Inc. and Brandon Koltz

CSWEA GAC submitted comments regarding the Rock River phosphorus TMDL. 

	


Wastewater Security

By Bill Desing, CH2M Hill

<No Update This Report – See Previous Reports >

	


Compounds of Emerging Concern and other National Issues; WEF Government Affairs Committee Communications

By Brandon Koltz/Symbiont

<No Update this report – See previous reports>

	


Great Lakes Issues – 

By Keith Haas/Racine Water and Wastewater Utilities

Great Lakes Budget Cuts

President Barack Obama's budget director is pointing to spending cuts in three programs as examples of the "tough choices" ahead in the White House budget blueprint that will propose lower spending overall but money for some new initiatives.

Obama supports an environmental program for the Great Lakes.  Obama plans to send his spending proposal to Congress on February 14. The proposal is for the budget year that begins October 1.   With the GOP demanding drastic spending cuts, Obama is calling for a five-year freeze on discretionary spending, except for national security. 

The Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, which provides funding for a number of Great Lakes environmental projects, would be cut by 25%. Its $475 million share of the Environmental Protection Agency's budget will be cut by $125 million.
Great Lakes Protection Bill

A bill is being circulated in the US Senate that would have significant impacts to wastewater treatment plants that discharge into the Great Lakes basin. If wastewater plants use wet weather blending to satisfy their wet weather related flows, this bill would end that practice by 2031. Treatment plants that are not in compliance by that time would pay fines equal to $100,000 per day.  The fines would be placed in a segregated account to aid in the financing necessary to make improvements for the Great Lakes contributors.
Current facilities that use blending do so in accordance with their current permits from the EPA or DNR and comply with their effluent discharge limits in accordance with the Clean Water Act.  The bill, if passed, would require the expenditure of billions of dollars for no appreciable gain in water quality for the vast volumes and depths of the Great Lakes. 
Treatment plants in Wisconsin that have effluent discharging to a water body that eventually ends up in the Great lakes should contact their State representatives to make their concerns known.  The CSWEA Government Affairs Committee is formulating a policy letter on this topic and will likely forward it to Washington DC later this spring.

Financial/Funding Issues

Jeff Brochtrup/Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District

<no update – see previous reports>

Water Quality Trading

Dave Taylor, Tom Sigmund and Paul Kent are participating on the trading work group representing their respective utilities and the Municipal Environmental Group.  Brandon Koltz has attended meetings as an observer and Dave Arnott has also been present as an observer.  There were two meetings and one webinar in the last quarter.  The DNR intends to take a recommendation to the board mid-year.  The committee has been discussing the locations that could trade, the partners that could trade, the legal mechanisms needed, and the conditions where trades would be allowed.  For instance, POTWs would need to establish contractual mechanisms and monitoring protocols to ensure that permit obligations are met. Agricultural fields would need be tested to demonstrate that they meet minimum performance requirements before they would be eligible for a trade.  As specific elements of the trading  program are finalized, the committee will discuss any comments to those elements and request board concurrence for any formal comments. 

Air Quality Permits

Keith Haas has initiated a survey of state POTWs to see if air permits for air emission sources are in place or potentially would be needed.  The committee supports the survey and requests cooperation with responses.  

Industrial Waste – Bill Oldenburg, Chair

1. Status Report

The committee is working on planning the 2011 pretreatment conference that will be held in Oshkosh, WI Wednesday, June 15th.  

2. Committee Plan 

No Report

3. Award Nominations

No report. 

4. Budget

No Report

5. IWC Meeting Minutes

No minutes to report.

6. Next IWC Meeting 

2-25-11 via teleconference

Submitted by:

Brian Molenaar

Operations Committee – Troy Larson, Chair

The Operations Committee completed the nomination process for three awards and submitted the nominations to Randy Wirtz and Beth Vogt as requested.  The committee selected a winner of the WI Section Operator of the Year Award and forwarded the required information.  The committee also selected nominees for the Lab Excellence and Hatfield Awards and forwarded the information.  Randy Wirtz has confirmed that each nominee and recipient will be receiving congratulation or regret letters soon.  
Management Seminar – Ken Sedmak, Chair

No report submitted.
Public Education and Awareness – Dale Doerr, Chair

Public Education and Awareness: 

Stockholm Junior Water Prize

The SJWP competition is underway; Wisconsin Students wishing to submit entries must have their projects entered online by April 15, 2011. Anyone interested in helping with judging should provide me with his or her contact information. After receiving the Wisconsin entries the judges will have 14 days to make a selection and submit the winner’s information to WEF by the May 1, 2011 deadline. 

Wisconsin Society of Science Teachers Convention
CSWEA –Wisconsin Section will not have an exhibitor’s booth at the Wisconsin Society of Science Teachers convention to be held March 17 – 19, 2011 at the Kalahari Resort. I had bilateral knee replacement in December, and I did not submit the exhibitor’s registration form in time to reserve a booth.  

Safety – Jerry Hirt, Chair

No report submitted.
Watershed Management – Julie McMullin, Chair

February 6, 2011

To:  
Members of the Wisconsin Section Watershed Management Committee

From:  
Mark Mittag Vice-Chair, Wisconsin Section Watershed Management Committee

Re:
Summary of February 1, 2010 Teleconference Committee Meeting

A meeting of the Wisconsin Section Watershed Management Committee was held at 12:00 PM on February 1, 2011 via conference call.  Participating in the meeting were: Julie McMullin, Mark Mittag, John Kennedy, Brandon Koltz, Hans Holmberg, and Rick Reichardt. Jane Carlson provided a draft Rock River TMDL comment letter as an update, but was unable to attend the conference call. 

These minutes summarize what was discussed during the meeting.

A. Outcome: Webinar on Nutrients

A webinar on the nutrient regulations and implementation was help on Wednesday, November 10, 2010 from noon-1:30pm. After overcoming some technical difficulties at Cabella’s, the webinar was a great success. Approximately 45 people attended in person and another 45 remote viewings had also signed up making total attendance likely between 100 and 150 people. The webinar was recorded for later viewing and made available to Central States for posting. Feedback from John Kennedy who viewed the webinar remotely indicated the presentation came across very well technically even though there were some in person technical challenges. With charging $15/remote viewer, there was a net surplus after expenses of approximately $70, so the budget was on target. Ideas for a 2011 presentation topic should be discussed over the next several months with committee members. Many thanks to the webinar organizing committee (Julie McMullin, Mark Mittag, Brandon Koltz, John Kennedy, and Tom Sigmund) for making this happen. 

B. Review Committee Goals for 2011

A budget request was approved for $500 for 2011 which can be used towards a 2011 webinar and other costs. Webinar topic ideas should be shared with the committee over the next few months with a goal of having some ideas by the annual meeting date in May. 

C. NE Wisconsin Watershed Activities

John Kennedy provided an updated on the Lower River TMDL. The status of the current draft TMDL is unknown and no information has been provided from EPA or DNR since soliciting comments last year. There has been some discussion as to whether it is reasonable to release the Lower Fox TMDL while the Upper Fox and Wolf River TMDLs are completed. This issue was discussed early on in the Lower Fox TMDL and at that point it was not raised as an issue to delay the Lower Fox TMDL. There are some assumptions in the Lower Fox TMDL that are made about reductions upstream. If there is a concern as to whether those are reasonable, the Lower River TMDL would have to be revised. The Upper Fox and Wolf River TMDLs have begun. 

The DNR watershed water quality trading committee in Madison has been active. There is progress being made with additional details being discussed than what some had thought would be addressed by the committee. The level of detail being discussed may not end up in the report to the Natural Resources Board, which is due in July 2011. DNR staff have been engaged, including Mike Hammers who has been looking at how the trading could be written into permits. 

Brandon Koltz is observing the watershed water quality trading meetings as invited chair of the GAC. Dave Taylor, Dave Arnott, and Tom Sigmund are also members of the GAC who are also members of the committee or listening in on the watershed committee and members of the GAC. 

D. Madison/Rock River Watershed Activities

There is a Rock River TMDL draft available on the DNR website. Comments on the draft are due by February 15. Jane Carlson and Brandon Koltz are working on a letter response. Brandon will circulate the draft letter to the government affairs committee and the watershed committee. There are some questions as to allocations between point sources and non-point sources. In particular it is vague as to what the non-point source reduction expectation is. There seem to be segments of the Rock River that have handled point source allocations differently. 

E. SE Wisconsin Watershed Activities

TMDLs are still planned for the Menomonee River, KK River, Milwaukee River and Milwaukee Estuary that will be led by MMSD. The process is still expected to start this year. 
Lincoln Park PCB sediment dredging, which is funded by DNR and EPA’s Great Lakes Legacy Act will have a public meeting coming up on February 15th at the Blatz Pavilion. 
The Southeast Wisconsin Watersheds Trust (SWWT) recently published a joint survey with the Public Policy Forum on water quality perceptions in local watersheds. The report is available at the following link: http://www.scribd.com/full/47494781?access_key=key-m7utrmfz2eyhlqv9jk7 
MMSD is slated to start conducting a private property infiltration and inflow reduction effort. 
There is a Great Lakes Mississippi River Interbasin Study (GLMRIS) public scoping meeting to be held in Milwaukee on February 15th. See the following link: http://glmris.anl.gov/involve/pubschedule/index.cfm 

F. Other Watershed Activities

Brandon Koltz reported that US Senators from Illinois Kirk/Durbin have jointly introduced a bill to ban blending in the Great Lakes basin – 20-year time period to comply. Two representatives from Illinois and introducing similar language in the house. This has implications for dischargers here in Wisconsin. With EPA not indicating their position on SSO guidance, this could be a precedent for actions to review by the watershed committee. 

G. Regulatory Issues

Rick Reichardt /DNR provided an update on the following rules: 

NR 151 became effective January 1, 2011. DNR will be putting together a guidance team on how this will be implemented. This is still under development. Major rule changes include: CAFO changes, phosphorous considerations; and buffer strips. 

NR 217. DNR has selected a team (10 DNR staff) to put together implementation guidance. The plan is to put the draft implementation guidance on the DNR website sometime in February for review by the public. DNR will be setting up training for staff in February in how to implement NR 217. Topics to be addressed include: compliance schedules, permit issues, etc. Similar to the thermal rule, the DNR will have a FAQ section on the website where comments can be entered directly. Jim Baumann is the person coordinating the rule implementation. DNR is providing an update on watershed water quality trading on February 10, 2011. Registration is available at: https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/986228632 

Thermal rules: The thermal rules have been in place for several months. DNR is starting to implement the rules in permits. Typically permits are including a 4 to 5 year compliance date to meet the thermal limits. The first year typically includes information gathering. If data indicates the thermal requirements are not made, an analysis can be done to determine if the discharger can use dissipative cooling to meet the thermal requirements. If thermal requirements can still not be met, then a facility planning effort would then need to be completed to evaluate alternatives to meet the requirements. As permit drafters get ready for drafting permits they will advise the municipalities to start collecting data on the temperature at the outfall. DNR will add temperature to the DMR electronic reporting requirements. 

TMDLs – DNR was able to hire two new modelers to model watersheds. One of their first activities will be to do a rough screening of the various watersheds to determine where dischargers are located and where non-point sources dominant. The purpose is to do a rough analysis of loading for point sources and non-point sources. Rough cut would be available in the next couple of months. 

H. Other Topics of Interest

No other topics of interest were discussed.

I. Next Meeting Day and Time

The next quarterly Watershed committee meeting will occur in May 2011. Julie McMullin will be on maternity leave. Mark Mittag will coordinate the meeting in Julie’s absence. 

Student & Young Professionals Committee Report – Trevor Ghylin, Chair
[image: image1.jpg]2011 Water/Wastewater Tour
I'TT Water Wastewater Flygt Pumps

Sponsored by the Students & Young
Professionals Committee

Friday, March 18
Please join us for a hands-on look at how pumps are

manufactured. ITT Water/Wastewater (Flygt) will take us
behind the scenes to view their assembly and testing facilities.

Who Should Attend...

This interesting and educational experience is ideal for young
engineers who have had minimal exposure to pumps, or for
those looking to enhance their understanding of pumps.

Where:

Flygt Pewaukee Operations

N27 W23293 Roundy Dr., Pewaukee, WI 53072
Phone: (262) 506-2363

When: March 18, 2011 12:00 pm-4:00pm;
Lunch provided prior to the tour.

Cost: Free, Lunch Included.
No Charge for Students or CSWEA Young Professionals

RSVP:
Registration is limited to the first 20 participants.
Background checks are required, so please sign up by March 7%.

Contact Trevor Ghylin (W1 Section S&YP Chair)

(414) 847-0455 E-mail: Trevor. Ghylin@CH2M.com

or Ernc Lynne (S&YP Commuittee)

(920) 208-0296 E-mail: elynne@donohue-associates.com





Spring Biosolids Symposium – Bill Marten
The 2011 Spring Biosolids Symposium will be held on March 22, 2011 at the Holiday Inn in Stevens Point. Another excellent program is in store, including presentations on land application phosphorus regulations, nutrient management planning, and co-digestion of high strength wastes for increased energy production.  In addition Jim Cox from WEF will be discussing the future of biosolids. Our own Jay Kemp is chairing the Symposium this year.

Also of note is a pre-Symposium workshop on the Snap-Plus nutrient management plan software which will be held the day before, from 1-4 p.m. at the Holiday Inn.  The workshop cost is $20 and is limited to the first 20 who register.  Interested parties should contact Dick Wolkowski at 608-263-3913 or at rpwolkow@uw.edu.

Key information from the Symposium brochure is shown below and can be found online at:

http://www.cswea.org/wisconsin/events/WI%20Section%202011Biosolids-Brochure12.23.10.pdf
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Water/Wastewater Education Association – Tom Mulcahy, Chair
No report submitted.






















