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Trustee’s Report- Tom Sigmund

Executive Committee Meeting

December 3 & 4, 2009

The Hilton Monona Terrace, Madison WI

In Attendance:
President: Rusty Schroedel

1st Vice President
Jim Miller

2nd Vice President
Beth Vogt 

Past President 
Tim Tack

Treasurer
Carol Strackbein

EF Director ’08
Dan Lynch

WEF Director ’09
Scott Trotter
MN Trustee:
Patti Craddock

WI Trustee:
Jim Beier for Tom Sigmund

Executive Director:
Eric R. Lecuyer

IL Trustee:
Sue Baert

PWO Rep’09
Charlie LaRocco

YP Representative
Rachel Lee

Guests:  WI LAC Chair
Jay Kemp

General Membership Chair:
Eddie McCall

Note Taker:
Anne Lecuyer

President’s Remarks – Rusty reminded all that fiscal responsibility will be his top priority as the Association moves forward, requesting that all be prepared to improve the bottom line, think hard and lean.

Fiscal Reports –The financial report items, posted on 11.30.09, were discussed in the following narrative:  Carol reported that Eric did a good job showing the difference between what was planned and how budgeted items came out. Rusty commented that reserves were used to maintain cash flow. Eric noted that some of the figures posted are projections through the end of December and actual numbers were reported through the end of November. 
Although the Annual Meeting and Education Seminar were excellent events with good registration, both came in under planned net revenue. Corporate sponsorship was better than expected, but because of an increase in planned sponsorship to create a balance budget, which was not actively pursued, the revenue goal was not met. The Association did receive a revenue sharing from the publisher of Central States Water. Two draws were taken from reserves and additional draws may have to be made in order to sustain the Association through the end of the year.

In addition, an increasing amount of revenue is coming in through credit cards which involve a processing fee, thus lowering the revenue amount. These banks and processing firms are adding fees and increasing fees and this must be considered in preparing the next budget plan. Through Cvent, our registration software, fees will continue as our contract with them runs through 2011, but new registration products are being introduced and Eric will be looking for a more cost-effective way to process on-line registrations.

Operations Challenge expenses need to be looked at for cost-control and the possible sharing of expense reimbursement with the State Sections.

The Annual Meeting in IL was very expensive due to service fees by the venue and sales taxes. We have not been able to obtain exemption status from the state.

Student competition teams’ travel is another area where Eric identified expenses that could be better controlled, especially air travel, as students made air travel at the last minute. Sending two teams may need to be reconsidered.

Payment to MN for their COE from credit card registration still needs to be made to that Section.

Rusty commented on ways to impact revenue in coming year: Ops Challenge sponsorship could be more aggressively pursued. The previous year’s balance sheet shows $22K down in reserves. We're ok for now but this track is not sustainable. Dan noted that our reserves need to remain large enough to cover losses on the Association’s two largest events. Beth asked about the room rental charge for Ed Seminar looked larger than planned amount. Eric explained the Monona Terrace bill was not broken out to be easily associated with the budget line items.

Rusty challenged the committee to sell Water for People (WFP) raffle tickets to avoid a short fall on that budget item. Dan suggested that in planning for next year; consider not paying the Sections what totals $5600.

2009 FY Audit and Tax Preparation reports were approved.

WEFTEC ’09 Welcome Reception –Rusty complimented Scott Trotter, noting that the previous year’s losses have been recouped and the sign-in book was a great idea. Approximately 225 people signed and an estimated 250 attended.

WEF Director’s Report – Dan Lynch and Scott Trotter reported that WEFTEC was successful and since changing their fiscal year to coincide with this major event it has been much easier to know how to plan for it. An estimated 17,700 attended, down from Chicago but better than expected. They sold more exhibitor space than planned. The House of Delegates has focused on the image of the profession, the WEF image and the relationships with MAs.  The WEF staff is doing the leg work with the HOD monitoring their progress. Dan commented that the HOD used to be the Board of Directors and seems to be finding their way, their voice and it seems to working well.

State Trustee Reports

Wisconsin – Jim Beier referred to Tom's posted report--no action is required, the budget was approved by the Section and Eric needs the hard copy which he will get from the Section.

Minnesota – Patti Craddock submitted a posted report. Eric had received a blueprint from the MN Section looking for sponsorship to complete their version of the Infrastructure Documentary. Additionally, her reference to a $5K support from CSWEA in her posted report is really from the MN Section.

Illinois – Sue Baert noted that the January meeting on Government Affairs will be on the 26th and distributed the Activity Schedule that was agreed to by IL Section and IWEA.  Eric will make sure that it gets posted. She also noted that IL needs a new trustee by May. 

PWO Representative Report – Charlie LaRocco
 reported that two CSWEA teams did a great job at the WEFTEC Operations Challenge, placing 14th and 17th. Expenses and sponsorship needs to be discussed during budget planning process. Charlie requested that when room blocks are arranged, please keep the groups together if at all possible.

YP Representative Report – Rachel Lee noted that Dan Busch plans to attend the Friday meeting--Eric passed along the award plaque for WI.  Eric also gave the MN Team plaque to Jim Miller to present to the University students.  The next event is planned for December 7, 2009, “A Night with Industry”, in Madison, WI.  The Illinois Section is planning a spring YP Event at Wheaton.  Beth and Rachel agreed that the YP Reception could be planned with the Education Seminar as was done in 09. 

Committee and Activity Reports

Education Seminar –A few details still need to be resolved and the focus will be on sustainability issues, balance of energy used with treatment. A good program is planned.

General Awards –Beth Vogt distributed the document showing summary of her reminders. She reported that she’s received some responses. There are a couple of difficult awards on which she needs guidance: Who in state sections shepherds the Industrial Waste Award? What's the hard deadline? Collection Awards for each Section is a recent change   Clarification of award protocol and logistics was discussed after Beth found that producing a flow chart was more difficult than expected. Eric referenced Rusty's article on the WEF Awards that will appear in the next Central States Water magazine as a good example of "solicitation of award nominations". Eric noted that a meeting and conference call on February 9, 2010 at MWIE will provide the opportunity to finalize the awards.

Internet – Eric Lecuyer reported that all was well with the new web master.

Central States Water – Rusty complimented Eric on how great the magazine is doing, noting the first revenue sharing was received.

Public Education Committee - No report.

Students Committee – Rusty remarked that participation has been very good.

General Membership – Eddie McCall reported that IL appears to gaining momentum partially due to a meeting with U of IL with Scott Trotter. They are making inroads with operators by making sure they are represented on Executive Committees within the IL Section and he looks forward to sharing their model with other Sections.

MARC – Tom Mulcahy submitted a written report.

Midwest Water Industry Expo –There was no report. Eric noted that a conference call consisted only of Eric and Jill Duchniak. They each took responsibility for a portion of the event and will follow the previous year’s templates. Registration materials are being distributed--pipe and drape and speaker registration are among the details that need to be handled: Jill will take over communications; Kristie Gloch will take over the exhibitor issues. Jim Miller requested that Eric send CEUs info to MWOA.net and Jim will pass it along to his person to assist coordinating.  Rusty asked that all to look into their own areas of contact in search of folks that may be able to exhibit at this event. Eric will pass along an attendee list and include it in all exhibitor solicitation efforts.

Nominations Committee Report –There was a short discussion to verify the terms that are ending and requiring nominations: YP Representative, WEF Delegate from MN, 2nd VP and Treasurer.  IL & MN Section Trustees, as selected by the State Sections.

Ad Hoc – Digester Foaming –Rusty referred to the written report from Jeff Brochtrup regarding a conference call to discuss survey questions and would like to see this move forward quickly. He also wanted to promote some relationship with the Education Seminar. Beth suggested that a workshop could be held the day before the seminar, some prefer the day after. The committee is in data collection mode. A 13-question survey has been drafted with electronic distribution scheduled for Dec. 7. Speaker, Dr. Jenkins, will discuss upset conditions that can lead to digester foaming as part of his topic at the Seminar which can help set the stage for a workshop following the event. 

Annual Meetings

2010 Madison, WI –All deposits have been paid. Once the budget is approved, contracts for entertainment can be finalized. Thursday afternoon plans include two parallel technical sessions while running the plant tour rather than the day after the conference. Transportation needs to be arranged. Beth asked about whether a Student Design or Paper presentation will be on Thursday and will this be a conflict with the plant tour. Jay stated that the tour schedule is flexible and that decision can wait until it is known whether there will be both Paper and Design competitions.

The LAC is looking into the Southern District WWOA Operators Association meeting during the Annual Meeting with their business meeting scheduled during our luncheon and not have a separate technical session but can attend ours. It was advised that the Southern District WWOA have lunch in exhibit hall along with the rest of the attendees and their business meeting during one of the tech sessions on the schedule. 

Jay spoke with Dennis Egge about a parallel event with the golf outing to include a "sporting clays" event. Eric noted that an additional insurance policy for approximately $500 each for a "sporting clays" event and a "walk/run" is required and should budget accordingly. Scott suggested that the shooting event be planned for the end of the meeting in support of operators being able to participate without spending an additional room night by arriving early. Rusty asked that nothing compete with exhibits.

Potential speakers and entertainment: Dr. Russell Cuhel, Keynote Speaker and Trina McMahon for Breakfast speaker, Social Event: Gameroke at the nearby Majestic Theater with Roman Candle to cater and Banquet entertainment is being planned through a professional entertainment coordinator.

The proposed LAC budget is to be scrutinized later in the meeting, however, Rusty suggested increasing the full conference registration but it was suggested to separate meals and events from the included price.

2011 Minnesota - A LAC Chair has been identified, Howard Jacobson from Duluth and Sandi Moss will assist with registration. There are two to three golf courses within a few miles and Rachel from Jim's office will help to coordinate activities. Local parks offer affordable venues for a social event. Jim is awaiting budget constraints before finalizing plans and budget. Rusty explained how historically the activities have grown more and more expensive and extravagant and it's time to rein-in the expenses, especially the easiest to control which is the entertainment budget. The Northland Inn did change owners but remains a reliable venue. 

2012 Illinois - One of the promising venues turned out not able to accommodate our exhibit space requirements so the LAC is looking again to Pheasant Run in St. Charles and Clock Tower in Rockford. The committee is coming together.
CSWEA CSX/YPX 09 Follow-up –There's been little action since the last meeting with the exception of what Rusty will cover in old business.

CSWEA/IWEA Relations – Tim and Scott met with Dennis Priewe and Mark Halm from IWEA in the past week and discussed the calendar of joint events from the IL Section which Sue distributed. Tim suggested they form a committee with two representatives from each organization and will meet in January to discuss calendars. The MOU was discussed and IWEA wants to rewrite it a bit. Scott suggested leaving it as it stands. IWEA wants to strip out items that no longer pertain to current relationships. Scott recommended that the existing MOU be sent to both MA Executive Committees with tracked changes for the framework of the relationship containing who is responsible for what, how to share losses, how to share revenue, with an addendum showing events. The plan is to accomplish this prior to the Annual Meeting in May. Naming the reps from each MA is the next priority, suggesting that Tim and Scott remain as CSWEA reps, keeping Eric apprised of developments for continuity. When Rusty asked if there were any "political" issues still lingering and although it didn't seem to be the primary reason to communicate is still an issue. IWEA did cite an example of a troubling issue: IWEA was not asked to participate in the ABC testing initiative.

WFP Super Bowl Raffle fundraiser – This fund raiser has created a tremendous amount of financial stress with the drawing coming up in a few weeks and expenses have not been covered with sales of tickets. Eric suggested that this concept could be turned over to a different organization such as WFP itself. He is distributing information to other WEFMAX attendees in hopes that they will pass it along to their memberships. To date, 45 tickets have sold so far.

Student Chapter Contacts –Rusty had difficulty downloading the contact web page. He did distribute hard copy. He sent out the contact information, requesting updates. He has received some feedback and has updated the list. Some activity was reported and included ideas for further support from the Association, including money budgeted for them. Rachel indicated that the WI-Madison chapter has sufficient funds provided by the University for their Chapter and it is a bit confusing with the three layers of WEF support. Scott said he'd look into the IL chapters that had not responded to Rusty's request for contact information. Web sites for Student Chapters were discussed. Eric reiterated that for Chapters that have websites, send him the links to add them to the CS site. For those that don't have websites, he will create a page for them as part of Central States' website. Scott suggested that a document be prepared to solicit the information and email it to each chapter that needs a web page.
Appointment of an Executive Director, 2010 –Rusty introduced the need to appoint the Executive Director and requested an “executive session”.   Eric and Anne Lecuyer left the conference room along with guests. (notes taken by Rusty).  It was determined to re-appoint Eric Lecuyer as the Executive Director.
Rusty introduced the subject of the Executive Director’s fee. He noted that he had discussed with Eric the potential of freezing the fee for a year based the current financial situation. The approach to fee increases the last several years was also noted. Discussion followed, comments were made that we should not continue to add tasks for the Executive Director as we have done and expect this for the same fee. After some further discussion, it was proposed to increase the Executive Director’s annual fee to $36,000. This motion was made and carried.
Executive Director 2010 Travel & Expenses –These were to be covered in the general budget discussion on Friday. Rusty commented that the budget is really driven by the Annual Meeting and the Association has more control over expenses rather than revenue. Further discussion was tabled until Friday. The meeting was recessed at 5 p.m. and will resume at 8 a.m. Friday.
Eric's travel to certain events will be determined by financial status post annual meeting--discussion regarding the mechanics of approving budget items, it was agreed to approve a budget and then prioritize actual expenditures. The Executive Director’s 2010 Travel and expenses were approved as presented in the planned budget.
Adoption of 2010 Fiscal Budget – Eric highlighted major changes in the plan from previous year. $221,000 in revenues, slightly down from 2009 and expenses reduced to same amount based on some sharing with State Sections for competition reimbursements. He also prepared a "doomsday" budget that drastically reduced expenses by sponsoring only one Operations Challenge team, reducing Executive Committee meetings via teleconference rather than at WEFTEC. CSX social and meal expenses were also reduced in this plan.
Rachel suggested that discussion be focused on the “soft” items that can be discussed and managed. As line items are changed per discussion, Eric will update the plan and show the resulting bottom line.
Operations Challenge reimbursement for travel up to $1K each of 10 team members to WEFTEC with Sections asked to pick up the training travel expenses, up to $500 for their Operations Challenger team members. It was clarified what states cover, what expenses incurred are absolutely necessary to be reimbursed in order to participate. Registration fees and shirts are rolled into this line item.  The “doomsday” budget reflected no participation at all. Suggested that “doomsday” budget reflect 1 team rather than none. Sections may need direction on how much to budget for this, keeping in mind that the Association increased their support for the past year. Sponsorship could be more aggressively pursued but cannot be the basis of a balanced budget plan.
Student design travel may require that students be asked to live within the budget rather than prescribe the number of team members that are allowed to attend. It was request that “doomsday” budget allow for some participation rather than none. Patti suggested that Sections could be called upon to help support and engage in more aggressive sponsorship solicitation. It is necessary to communicate what the support will be for students as the call for competitors is announced.
SJWP was discussed and left alone--a pass-through and a long-standing commitment in MN.
WFP $1000, a pass through as it comes in via silent auction at AM, The contribution from MWIE is not part of operating budget.
Beth asked about credit card processing fees, Rachel suggested adding a line item to each event budget as an expense item.
Section reimbursement for dues needs to go back into the “doomsday” budget, especially if Sections will be asked to increase support in that budget.
Dan asked for discussion about whether we need to continue contribution of membership portion. This is provided for in the SOPs and can be changed through a vote of the Executive Committee.
Rusty looked at the biggest line items: Annual Meeting and Education Seminar and challenged members to find savings there. An Honorarium is mentioned in speaker package but seldom requested and could be removed, saving $800 from the event expenses.  Beth was directed to increase Education Seminar registration fee to $195 in anticipation of lower registration numbers.
Printed materials could be greatly reduced, past presidents breakfasts has been poorly attended and could be removed and reduced Social Event from $9K to $6K. Revenue portion of Annual Meeting discussed: AM Booth fee could be increased and 1 and 2-day registration fees were discussed along with the issue of WWOA registration fees. It needs to be clear that the value is relative to the fee.
The revised budget resulted in a surplus of $13,030 compared to loss of $900 in “doomsday” plan. The revised proposed budget was approved with the caveat that the budget will be revisited at the Annual Meeting in May.
Executive Committee Teleconference for Awards Approval February 9, 2010. Eric will schedule a 1 hour teleconference at MWIE on Feb. 9 for the Nominating Committee report and approval of the General Awards nominations.
WEFMAX 2010 Travel Options. The schedule for WEFMAX is posted on WEF website and Eric listed them. The consensus was that calendar for Puerto Rico is best but location not. It was also determined that it was not necessary for a YP representative to attend.
The next meeting will be May 14, 2010 in Madison, WI
WWOA Liaison’s Report – Dennis Egge, Liaison

The technical committee will meet in Madison at the office of Stand and Associates on February 16th 2010.  The next WWOA meeting will be held on April 22nd and 23rd at the Kalahari in Wisconsin Dells.

I have included a copy of the minutes of the December 10th 2009 Board of Directors meeting for your review.

The 28th Annual Spring Biosolids Symposium is on track.  Brochures have been sent out and registration is currently open. The Symposium date is March 9, 2010.

WISCONSIN WASTEWATER OPERATORS’ ASSOCIATION, INC.

Board of Directors Meeting 

Thursday December 10th, 2009 and Friday December 11th, 2009

Kalahari Resort and Convention Center, Wisconsin Dells, WI.

1.
President B. Bartel called the meeting to order at 10:01 a.m. Thursday December 10th, 2009. Roll Call all present except R. Thater and D. Egge. D. Egge was present on Friday.

2.
J. Bond made a motion to approve the agenda as amended, K. Freber seconded the motion. Motion carried.

3.
Minutes of October 5 & 6, 2009. After review and correction K. Freber made a motion to approve the October 5 & 6, 2009 minutes as corrected, D. Carlson seconded the motion. Motion carried.

4.
McKee presented the Financial Statement and vouchers 137-190 for Board review and approval. McKee reported as of December 1, 2009 WWOA had $145,324.85 in revenue with $154,073.39 in expenditures with excess expenditures over revenues of   $8,748.54. McKee reviewed the vouchers. After review and explanation D. Doerr made a motion to approve the Financial Statement and vouchers as presented, D. Carlson seconded the motion. Motion carried

5.
 COMMITTEE REPORTS

a.
Nominations- J. Bond reported that there are 2 two year directorships open in 2010. Kevin  Freber (incumbent) has indicated that he is going to run again next year. Wade Peterson has indicated that he may run for Vice President in 2010. J. Bond encouraged them to get their nomination papers in as soon as possible. 

b.
Promotional- No report.

c.
Membership- McKee provided the Board with a list of members in arrears. There are 179 members that have not renewed. There are 1945 active, lifetime, and student members.

d. 
Scholarship- W. Peterson provided the Board with a copy of the proposed updates of the criteria for the scholarship. After discussion K. Freber made a motion to approve the updates of the scholarship criteria, J. Bond seconded the motion. Motion carries.

e.
Executive Committee- No report.

f.
Clarifier- No report

g.
Career Development- B. Bartel reported that he and Dale Doerr will be attending the Wisconsin School Counselor Association (WSCA) Conference in Stevens Point on February 25 & 26, 2010. B. Bartel has been asked to service on an advisory committee for the Fox Valley Technical Collage in Appleton. They are working to develop either a certificate program or degree program in wastewater. He has not heard anything further about the program.

h.
Awards- D. Carlson reported that he will write an article for the Clarifier regarding the awards. A discussion ensued regarding production of more Bernauer medallions. After discussion K. Freber made a motion to pay $550.00 to have a cast for the medallion made and to purchase 20 new medallions, J. Bond seconded the motion. Motion carried.

i.
Operator Training- No report

j.
Directory- No report

k.
Publicity- No report. D. Doerr updated the Board on submitting press releases to local community newspapers for the Board of Director members and WWOA award winners for 2009.

l.
Regional Coordinator- D. Doerr provided the Board with a Regional meeting schedule and a list of 2010 Regional Officer contact information. D. Doerr intends to attend at least one meeting in each region during 2010.

m.
Government Affairs- K. Freber reported that the Government Affairs Seminar will be held on February 23, 2010, at the Marriott in Madison. The new state employee mandated furloughs made it difficult to get speakers

n.
Biosolids Symposium- D. Egge informed the Board that the Biosolids Symposium will be held at the Holiday Inn and Convention Center in Stevens Point on March  9, 2010.
o.
Liaison- No report
p.
Web Site- B. Bartel reported the change over to a web based membership data base. Tips and Ideas page is back for use. Annual Awards photos have been posted for the 2009 Conference. 
q.
Technical Program- No report. The call for papers went out the last of November. The Technical Program will meet on Feb. 16, 2010 to select the papers that will be presented at the 2010 Conference. R. Thater provided the Board with a list of possible keynote and entertainment, and web sites of some of them for board review.
D. Carlson presented the Board with an update and summary of the Oct. 2009 Conference.

r.
Exhibit Committee & M&C- McKee reported for C. Strackbein. There is room for 120 8X10 booths at the Kalahari. C. Strackbein suggested that we send out postcards rather than a packet. The post card will inform vendors that the exhibit application and registration form is available on-line. They can register for a booth and register on-line or print out the forms and register by mail or fax. A discussion ensued. After discussion the Board approved sending just a post card to the vendors. 

s.
Operators Competition- D. Doerr gave a summary of the 2009 Operators Competition. D. Doerr reported that the Southern Region “The Deuce is Loose” won the competition in Green Bay.

t.
Local Arrangements- No report. K. Zimmer is looking into Portage or Reedsburg for the tour.

u.
Spouse/Guest Program- No report. K. Zimmer discussed some options for the Spouse & Guest.
v.
Golf Outing- No report. K. Zimmer is looking into several options for the golf outing. She provide the Board with the cost of several golf courses, including where it was held in 2006.
w.
Sporting Clays- No report.

x.
Permanent Arrangement- No report.

y.
Resolutions and Bylaws- No report.

z.
Historical- No report

There being no further reports K. Freber made a motion to accept the Committee reports as presented, J. Bond. Motion carried.

6.
OLD BUSINESS

a.
No old business.

7.
NEW BUSINESS

a.
Review and possible action on Executive Secretary Contract- McKee explained that his contract expires on August 31, 2010 but since we changed our fiscal year to Jan. 1 of each year the Executive Secretary Contract should be changed to the fiscal year. McKee offered to extend his contract through the end of 2010 at his current salary. A discussion ensued. After discussion D. Doerr made a motion to extend McKee’s contract at the current salary from September 1, 2010 to December 31, 2010. The salary rate will be discussed December 2010 for the 2011 contract year. D. Egge seconded the motion. Motion carried.

b.
Review and action on the 2010 WWOA Budget- The budget was reviewed and changed. McKee is to make the changes and email the updated budget to the Board and approval will be by email. The Board set the conference fees for the 2010 conference at the Kalahari. The fees are as follows: PRE-REGISTRATION, WWOA Member $60.00, Non-Member $115.00, Non-Member Plus WWOA Membership $100.00, Retiree $35.00, Student $35.00, ON-SITE REGISTRATION, WWOA Member $105.00, Non-Member $155.00, Retiree $40.00, Student $40.00, Substitution or Reprint Change $20.00, Operators, Business Lunch $20.00, and the Banquet, $30.00.

c.
WWOA taxable benefits- No action. 

d.
Annual Conference- Discussion ensued. No action.

e.
Ripon newspaper editorial- Discussion ensued. No action.

f.
WWOA name change suggestion- Discussion ensued. No action.

g.
Madison as a potential Conference site- Discussion ensued. No action.
8.
ADJOURNMENT- There being no further business D. Doerr made a motion to adjourn, D. Carlson seconded the motion. Motion carries. Adjourned at 11:25 a.m. December 11, 2009.

Respectfully Submitted

Richard D. McKee
The WWOA Annual Conference will be held at the Kalahari Resort and Convention Center in Wisconsin Dells on October 19th to October 22nd 2010.  The Housing form is currently available on the WWOA Website.

	


Collection System – Andrew Craven, Chair

The purpose of this memo is to provide an update to the Wisconsin Section Board related to the activities of the Collection System Committee for the time period since November of 2009.

The Committee has selected the date of June 10th for the 23rd annual “Classic” seminar in Watertown.  A planning meeting was held in Brookfield on January 5, 2010 for the Watertown seminar.  Minutes of the meeting are attached.

The awards subcommittee submitted our nomination for this year’s Wisconsin Section Collection System Award.  Our nominee was Tim Zimmerman from the Village of Germantown.  Tim was informed of his award and congratulated by the committee at our January meeting.

The committee has selected the date of July 29th, 2010 for the 3rd annual “Northwoods” Collection System Seminar.  It will again be held at the Clearwaters Hotel and Conference Center in Marshfield.  A planning meeting has been set for March 16th, 2010 in Madison.  It is the committee’s understanding that a pre-conference golf outing will again be held this year on July 28th.  Consideration is also being given to having a sporting clays event on July 28th.  Neither of these events are sponsored by the committee, nor are we responsible for the planning or finances associated with these events.  However, the committee does believe that these events compliment our collection system seminar, and likely increase attendance.  Comments receive last year following the golf outing and seminar confirm this fact.

Collection System Committee Meeting

January 5, 2010, 9:00 AM

Applied Technologies, Brookfield, WI

Meeting Minutes

Members Present:  Craven, Dickrell, Lecey, Beier, Stelmacher, Lange, Tiefert, Belanger, Kolczaski, Nejedlo, Buntrock, Fratrick, Langhans, Wegner, Zimmerman, Dennis, Krueger

1. Review previous committee activity – no “Old Business” to discuss
2. Collection System Award - Nominee submitted

a. Tim Zimmerman- Village of Germantown Three good nomination 

b. Three good packages received.  We have two solid candidates for next year, plus any additional packages received.

3. Draft Annual Plan

a. Goal to complete two successful Collection System Seminars. 

b. Potential goal is to create a Safety Subcommittee to assist Jerry Hirt.  Todd Stelmacher volunteered to be on the Safety Subcommittee.

c. One main goal from 2008-2009, of adding an additional Operator, was achieved with the addition of Tim Zimmerman.

4. Seminar Promotion

a. Poster will be sent to members able to display a small version in their booths at various events throughout the year.  The poster will also be sent to WWOA to run during the lunch hour loop at regional meetings.(Dennis)
b. CSWEA and WWOA websites (Nejedlo)

c. APWA meeting-Small poster to be displayed.

d. Clarifier and Central States Water (Nejedlo)- 

-8th of April will be a “hold the date” ad only. (Clarifier)

-Marshfield topics to be finalized by May 7th for June issue. (Clarifier)

-Poster to run in the spring issue of Central States. (Deadline Feb 18th, 2010)

e. Rural Water-No returned calls from Rural Water.  (Belanger to follow-up.)

f. Committee members responsible for confirming speakers are encouraged to do so in time for Tom to submit information for publication in various magazines when needed.(See above)

g. On-line registration was tabled for future consideration.  (Nejedlo to gather information about process for further discussion.)

5. Marshfield Seminar-3rd Annual

a. Commitment to Clearwaters Hotel & Convention Center for July 29th, 2010

b. Planning meeting set for Tuesday March 9th at 9:00am.  Location-Strand office in Madison.  910 West Wingra Dr.

c. Discussion pertaining to last year’s attendance indicated that there was a stronger local presence compared to the previous year, but more promotion is needed.(i.e. phone calls, Posters)

d. Committee members are encouraged to attend district WWOA meetings, particularly in the northern parts of the state, to promote attendance at the Marshfield Seminar.

e. It is not known if Tom Mulcahy is going to set-up another golf outing to be held in conjunction with the Marshfield seminar.  
6. Watertown Seminar – 23rd Annual

a. Thursday June 10th, 2010-Turner Hall/Riverside Park.

b. Speaker confirmations by February 23rd.

c. Reviewed 2009 Speaker Evaluations – Referred to speaker evaluations for topics of interest.

d. Brainstorming for speakers/topics – refer to summary table below for selected topics and potential speakers.

e. Brochures – design and mail-out – (Jim Beier to take over Brochure design.  Mike Spence stepped down from the committee.)  Brochure to be finalized by March 1st, printed by March 15th, and mailed early April.  Refer to “Collateral Duties” for responsible parties.
f. Awards or other recognition at Seminar. (Golden Manhole) – John Leonard to be contacted by Andy Craven?
g. Vendor Program (Lecey) – Vender letter to go out the 1st week of February with a March 6th deadline.

h. Fees/Expenses – no changes proposed

i. Raffle to be held at the end of the seminar.

j. Duties of committee members – refer to “Collateral Duties” summary for identification of responsible parties.

7. Important Dates:

a. February 5th, 2010– Vendor Letter- March 6th deadline.

b. Early February-Publicity(Various dates)-Nejedlo

c. February 23rd, 2010 Next meeting @ Gov’t Affairs Seminar

d. February 23rd – confirm speakers & topics for Watertown

e. March 1st, 2010 Brochure-Finalize/Confirm speakers/agenda & design (Three weeks for printing)

f. March 9th, 2010- Marshfield Planning Meeting(Strand-Madison)9am

g. Apr 5th, 2010 – Mail Brochures – Early April required
h. May 21st, 2010 – Advance Registration Deadline.

i. June 10, 2010 – Watertown Seminar

j. July 29th, 2010 – Marshfield Seminar

Collateral Duties

Andy Craven – Committee Chair – Overseer of all things good.

Randy Belanger – Vice Chair/ Secretary-Brochures (printing)

Todd Stelmacher – Past Committee Chair-Safety – Award Subcommittee

Jared Wegner – Speaker Evaluations (Watertown & Marshfield)

Bob Lecey – Exhibitor Letter

Frank Tiefert – Soda Sponsor (Flygt)

Jim Beier – Brochure Design, Awards Subcommittee

Jim Fratrick – Speaker gifts, DNR Credits

Paul Lange – Watertown Facilities (Turner Hall, Food, etc)

Ruth DeLay – Watertown Finance, Awards Poster & Clerical

Tom Krueger – Awards Subcommittee, Brochure Mailing

Ron Dickrell – Marshfield Facilities (Meeting Hall, Food, etc.)

Marshfield Clerk – Jean Coy

Mark Kolczaski – Door prizes, assist with Vendor demo schedule

Dennis Egge – WWOA Liaison 

Tom Nejedlo – Publicity (WWOA & CS-WEA WI)

 Kari Dennis – Promotional Poster Boards

Gary Buntrock – FOG Survey

John Langhans – FOG Survey

Presented below are the tentative topics, speakers, allotted time, responsible committee member, and miscellaneous comments for the upcoming Watertown seminar.  Speakers and topics to be confirmed by February 23rd, 2010.  Please review and comment about topics and responsibilities as appropriate.
	Topic
	Potential Speaker
	Allotted Time

(min)
	Responsible CS Committee Member
	Comments

	Sewer cleaning and Toxic release (PCB’s)
	MMSD
	45
	Fratrick
	Possible case study of satellite systems effected by PCB’s found at by MMSD

	Safety
	Jerry Hirt
	45
	Craven
	

	NASSCO-Standardized contractors with PACP grading system
	John Nelson

Visu-Sewer, Inc.
	30
	Belanger
	Focus on PACP codes to help standardize pipe inspections

	Private Property Lateral Case Study
	TBD
	45
	Craven
	Campbellsport, WI



	Quick Hits-

-Sewer Rate Study

-Private I&I Survey

-CMOM
	Langhans

Belanger

Jack Saltes
	15

15

15
	Langhans

Belanger

Craven
	-A comparison of sewer rates in the area.

-Review of the Private property I&I survey results.

-CMOM update

	FOG Survey 
	Buntrock, Krueger or Wegner?
	15
	Buntrock

Krueger

Wegner
	One of the committee members doing the survey will present the results in a Power Point format.

	Quick Hits

-New pipe inspection

-Effective Hydraulic Cleaning.
	Zimmerman
	15

15
	Zimmerman
	


Government Affairs Committee – Brandon Koltz, Chair

Status report – Current Activities

The Committee met by conference call in December and January.  The conference call covered the major areas that are being tracked as listed below.  Developments at the national level, which have been minimal during the past several years, are being tracked as well as noted below. The Government Affairs Seminar February 23, 2010 in Madison; registration to date has exceeded the last two years.  

Current committee members and assignments are listed at:

http://www.cswea.org/wisconsin/governmentaffairs/ The website listing is being updated for members and responsibilities. 

Next Meeting 

Our next meeting will be at the Government Affairs Seminar, immediately following program to review any updates or new issues discussed at the conference that should be tracked or updated. We anticipate meeting by conference call quarterly or more frequently based regulatory developments, both at the state and national level. 
Regulatory and Other Initiatives Updates

February 2010 Attachment to Government Affairs Committee Report

The primary focus of the Government Affairs Committee (GAC) is to identify and track various regulatory/legislative initiatives that may have a significant impact on Wisconsin Section members. Attached please find reports prepared by individual committee members summarizing activities in the areas that they are responsible for tracking.

	


Wisconsin Alliance of Cities Liaison  Updated for February 2010
By Jim Kleinschmidt, P.E./Strand

The proposed phosphorus rules will likely have a major impact on many communities based on the current status of the draft rules.  Following issuance of the rules for public hearing, which are currently  expected to be in May and June of 2010, Central States may wish to consider serving as a resource for communities to properly indentify the proposed costs of thee rule and the impacts on individual communities.  The overall impact will depend upon the final definition of “downstream” in the rule,  DNR intreprertation regarding the potential limits for Great Lakes Dischargers,  data collected for streams where no data exists, and the extent to which variance language is provided.

	


Wisconsin DNR Thermal Rules Revisions (NR 102 and NR 106) Updated for February 2010

By Jim Kleinschmidt, P.E./Strand

The germane modification to DNR Board Order WT-36-07 relating to the revisions to NR 102 and NR 106 regarding waster quality standards for thermal discharges was adopted by the Natural Resources Board on January 27, 2010.  The rule will potentially impact wastewater discharges for municipal and industrial dischargers.  As of  February 10, 2010, the rule had not yet been sent to the appropriate Senate or Assembly Committees for the 30 day review period.  Information regarding the rule and the germane modification are available at the following web site.

http://dnr.wi.gov/org/water/wm/wqs/thermalrulesrevisions.htm 

	


Biosolids-EPA Initiatives and National Biosolids Partnership EMS Program

By David Taylor; Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District

EPA Proposes Redefinition of Solid Waste

A recent EPA proposal would define biosolids that are incinerated as a solid waste.  If finalized, a potential outcome could be that biosolids that are incinerated are subject to more stringent regulations.  The National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA) will be responding to this proposal and will be retaining the services of a legal affiliate to assist in developing comments.  While EPA has stated that they don’t envision the proposed redefinition impacting other mangement practices, there is a concern about unforeseen impacts.  For example, there are many diverse regulations that reference the definition of solid waste and regulate materials based on whether or not they are defined as a solid waste.  Some states may link their management requirements for sewage sludge and biosolids to the EPA definition of solid waste.  

If the solid waste definition changes, there is a concern that other biosolids management programs may be subject to new or additional regulation.
Perfluorinated Compounds (PFCs) in Biosolids

EPA has been investigating elevated levels of perflourinated compounds (PFC’s) in biosolids generated by two wastewater treatment facilities in Alabama (Dalton and Decatur Utilities).  While this appears to be a site specific issue, it is an issue that biosolids managers should at least be aware of.  Summary information is provided below.  Additional information can be found on the EPA Region 4 website at http://www.epa.gov/region4/water/
Perfluorinated compounds are synthetic chemicals that are used in a variety of industrial and consumer applications.  These uses include use as a processing aid in the manufacture of non-stick and stain-resistant surfaces and products and to impart water, stain, and grease resistance to carpets, paper and textile.  

A number of sampling activities have been conducted by EPA and/or other agencies in response to the detection of PFCs in biosolids from the above facilities.  These include collection of biosolids, soil, drinking water, nonpotable water, cattle and bulk milk samples. Some results of interest include the following:  

· Elevated soil concentrations were detected but none exceeded the soil screening values for protection of children's health (which are also protective of adult health.)
· Detects in a limited number of residential wells
More recently, the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR), in cooperation with EPA, has offered to make voluntary blood testing available to selected residents in the Decatur-area to determine the concentration of  PFCs in residents' blood.

This situation is something that we need to watch very carefully.  EPA’s draft biosolids action plan calls for the agency to develop risk and policy strategies for broad classes of pollutants-specific mention was given to perfluorinated compounds and in fact, work is already underway.  It certainly could have future regulatory implications.

National Biosolids Partnership Update

Changes to the NBP   The NBP is refocusing its environmental management, training, and information clearinghouse services and expanding the program’s offerings to emphasize new directions in biosolids management including energy and carbon footprint-related opportunities.   For example, a January 27 NBP-sponsored web-cast addressed Carbon Footprint Implications from Biosolids Management Practices

 

EMS Program The NBP offers a third party-certified biosolids environmental management system (EMS) and in 2009 six new organizations successfully completed a third-party certification the most in any one year since 2005.  Twenty eight organizations, that collectively manage over 12% of the biosolids produced in the US, have now achieved NBP EMS certification.   The NBP expects to certify its first Canadian agency in 2010.

 The outcome of an ongoing EMS improvement/streamlining initiative is expected to be announced in spring, 2010.   Changes to the EMS program are anticipated that will increase the level of participation by wastewater treatment plants.  The frequency and associated cost has been viewed as a potentially major impediment to attracting new agencies to the EMS program and retaining agencies currently in the program.  Anticipated changes include providing two different offerings for participating agencies with respect to third party audits:

1. Retain the current program and associated frequency of third party audits (6 independent third party audits over a 10-11 year period).

2. Start a new offering that would require an initial independent third party verification, with re-verification every five years or when there is a major change in biosolids operations.
There is still some discussion that needs to take place regarding labeling, etc., but look for the above recommended changes to be brought before the NBP Steering Committee for adoption within the next several months.

 
Training and Information Clearinghouse During 2009 the NBP’s newsletter was distributed to over 5,100 registered users every week.  The popular website, 

www.biosolids.org  that received nearly a quarter of a million user sessions (visits) in 2009 is being reconfigured to incorporate new web 2.0 capabilities.  The website will be re-launched in late Summer, 2010 and will provide EMS tools/resources, and technical information.  

2010 Spring Biosolids Symposium
The 2010 Spring Biosolids Symposium will be held on March 9, 2010 at the Holiday Inn Hotel and Convention Center in Stevens Point (1001 Amber Avenue).  As always, an excellent program is in store, with a mix of national, state and local speakers participating.   The agenda can be found on the UW-Madison , Department of Soil Science website: http://www.soils.wisc.edu/extension/cal/SBS2010.pdf
	

	


NUTRIENT CRITERIA  Updated for February 2010

By Jane M. Carlson, P.E. and Jim Kleinschmidt, P.E./Strand Associate, Inc.

Since the November 2009 update, a consortium of environmental groups filed a notice of intent to sue the US EPA with regards to lack of progress in the promulgation of nutrient standards in Wisconsin.  This potential lawsuit is similar to a lawsuit filed by environmental groups regarding Florida’s lack of progress with regards to developing nutrient standards.  As of February 10, 2010, no lawsuit had been filed.  At the present time, the environmental groups may be negotiating with US EPA regarding establishing a timetable for Wisconsin to promulgate nutrient criteria.  Failure of Wisconsin to promulgate criteria could result in US EPA overpromulgating criteria as was done for Florida.

The EPA proposed rules for Florida including criteria for lakes, flowing waters and ultimately estuaries which will be promulgated prior to October 15, 2011.   The lakes and flowing waters are scheduled to be promulgated prior to October 15, 2010.  The proposed criteria are as follows:

Lakes

EPA using data provided by the State of Florida was able to establish what they believed was a defensible cause-effect relationship between stream health and a phosphorus criteria.  The method used for this was the stressor/response relationship.  The proposed criteria for lakes are as follows:

	Long Term Average Lake Color and Alkalinity
	


Chlorophyll a (ug/L)
	


Baseline

Criteria
	


Baseline

Criteria
	
Modified

Criteria within these Bounds
	
Modified

Criteria within these Bounds

	
	
	TP (mg/l)
	TN (mg/L)
	TP (mg/l)
	TN (mg/L)

	Colored Lakes > 40 PCU
	20
	0.05
	1.23
	0.05-0.157
	1.23-2.25

	Clear Lakes,

Alkaline

≤ 40 PCU d and

> 50 mg/L

CaCO3
	20
	0.03
	1
	0.03-0.087
	1.00-1.81

	Clear Lakes,

Acidic

≤ 40 PCU d and

≤ 50 mg/L

CaCO3

e
	6
	0.01
	0.50
	0.01-0.03
	0.5-0.9


The long term averages for Florida are based on an arithmetic average of annual geometric means.  Values of up to the upper bounds of the modified criteria are allowed if the annual geometric mean of the Chlorophyll A concentration is less than indicated chlorophyll a concentration for the appropriate lakes.

Florida was included in several ecoregions for the 1999 EPA Ambient Water Quality Criteria Recommendations.  These include ecoregions 65 Southeastern Plains (northern panhandle), ecoregion 75 Southern Coastal Plan (majority of Florida) and ecoregion 76 (Southern Florida Coastal Plain).  The 25 % statistical information presented in the EPA documents for lakes are as follows:

	Parameter
	Ecoregion 65
	Ecoregion 75
	Ecoregion 76

	TN (reported) (mg/L)
	0.0.348
	0.6
	1.27

	TP (ug/l)
	10
	10
	17.5

	Chlorphyll a-S (ug/L)
	5.125
	
	

	Chlorphyll a-T (ug/L)
	
	3.5
	12.35

	
	
	
	


Ecoregion 75 generally includes the Clear Acidic Lakes in Florida.  Ecoregion 75 includes the balance of the state except for the southern part of the start which is included in ecoregion 76.

Ecoregion 76 is south of Lake Okeechobee

Streams (Flowing Waters except Canals)

EPA using data provided by the State of Florida was not able to establish a defensible criteria for nitrogen and phosphorus based on the stressor-response method used for lakes.  Instead, the criteria for phosphorus are based upon reference streams using statistical methods and for nitrogen based on downstream estuarial impacts.  In addition, the rule does establish a method for determining stream concentrations for lakes (and reservoirs) downstream of discharges on streams.  The criteria is based upon the lake criteria cited above and using the following formula:


Total Phosphorus Stream = 1/cf*Total Phosphorus Lake (1+square root of Tw)

Where 
cf  =fraction of inflow due to stream flow



Tw=Lakes Hydraulic Retention Time (Annual Flow/Volume)

This is based on a modification of the Vollenweider Phosphorus Loading Model.

The proposed stream criteria are as follows:

	
Nutrient Watershed Region
	
Instream Protection Value Criteria TP (mg/L)
	Instream Protection Value Criteria TN (mg/L)

	Panhandle
	0.043
	0.824

	Bone Valley
	0.739
	1.798

	Peninsula
	0.107
	1.205

	North Central
	0.359
	1.479


The criteria included in the 1999 US EPA Ambient Water Quality Criteria Recommendations for the ecoregions included in Florida were as follows:

	
Parameter
	
Ecoregion 65
	
Ecoregion 75
	Ecoregion 76-Under Development (Canals)

	TN (reported) (mg/L)
	0.618
	0.9
	

	TP (ug/l)
	22.5
	40
	

	Chlorphyll a-S (ug/L)
	0.049
	0.4
	

	Chlorphyll a-T (ug/L)
	
	1.1
	

	Chlorophyll a-F (ug/L)
	1.438
	
	


Unlike the lakes criteria there is no opportunity for a site specific value higher than the recommended criteria.

The reason that Bone Valley and the North Central have higher TP values is that these according to EPA  have “naturally phosphorus rich soils in these areas significantly influence stream phosphorus concentrations in these watersheds.” (Federal Register Vol. 75, No. 16 page 4193)  The panhandle would correspond to ecoregion 65 while the remaining areas are in ecoregion 75.

The DNR is considering options for presenting a request for hearings to the Natural Resources Board meeting in March or April of 2010 with potential hearings in May or June 2010.  The current schedule according to DNR staff would have promulgation of the criteria by early Fall 2010.

The Municipal Environmental Group in conjunction with several larger wastewater  treatment plants has updated the potential costs for the proposed rule based on information of the number of plants affected by Jim Baumann of Wisconsin DNR.  This may need to be reviewed once the proposed language for the rules for hearing  authorization are available.  These may serve as the basis for providing background costs for specific facilities affected by the proposed rule language.

	


Proposed Instream Ammonia Criteria

U.S.EPA has published a notice in the Federal Register ([FRL-9097-8; OW-2009-0921]
Draft 2009 Update Aquatic Life Ambient Water Quality Criteria for 

Ammonia—Freshwater) that will refocus ammonia criteria to be based on more sensitive species than fish. The more sensitive organisms are typically freshwater mussels.  The updated regulation will require the fresh water mussel ammonia criteria be applied where these organisms are present or potentially could be present. The effect will be to lower the instream ammonia standard, potentially to 50% to 20% of the current numeric value.  Information is available at:

http://www.epa.gov/waterscience/criteria/ammonia/index.html
Comments are due to USEPA  by March 1, 2010. 

If adopted, WDNR will be required to initiate rulemaking to update current ammonia water quality criteria. 
	


CMOM – Wet Weather Issues 

BY:  Joan B. Hawley, P.E., Superior Engineering, LLC  joan@superior-eng.com 

There are several items that affect wet weather issues.  

a. U.S. EPA 

b. Clean Water Act Enforcement Implementation Plan.  Lisa Jackson – Administrator has indicated that there is going to be increase action on clean water with efforts on enforcement.  They are looking at how the states take action regarding flows greater that 10 mgd and enforcement will be required.  Then the next target will be 1 to 10 mgd.  There is talk that this enforcement action will be taken down to 100,000 gallons/day. 

c. Federal funding and position “freeze” if the collection systems are not maintained.   Except for the exceptions which have not been clearly defined.  

d. EPA has created a steering committee and 6 task groups.  This is a high priority.  Want a new plan in place by the end of the fiscal year (September) .  Some of the groups are oversight, new approach, data management group, citizens law suits, etc 

e. Increase focus on SSOs, CSOs, storm water an CAFOs.  Municipalities with SSOs are looking at ifferent priorities base on weather/climate conditions.  

f. No indication on where the Blending Rule is.  

2. Update on the Collection System Core Practices from National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA) and WEF via the Collection Systems Committee and Government Affairs.  Minor updates have been suggested and the group hopes to publish soon.  This document is a short (30 or so pages) and is intended to educate utilities on some basic core practices for operating and maintaining the sewers.  .  

3. No updates on the Wisconsin CMOM rules.  The Department continues to promote and advocate for CMOM-like activities through a variety of means including the CMAR reporting.  The NR recently published a document for DNR produced a media-site presentation on an introduction to CMOM (see http://dnr.wi.gov/org/water/wm/ww/cmar/CMOM.htm/.   

4. There is still pressure from environmental groups to eliminate CSOs.  

5. Utilities should consider addressing private property programs to eliminate clear water in the system.  See www.wef.org/Utility/ppvl_main_page.asp for existing program that utilities can review.  

[image: image2.png]



NR 214 - LAND TREATMENT OF INDUSTRIAL LIQUID WASTES, BY-PRODUCT SOLIDS AND SLUDGES
By Jane Carlson/Strand 

<No Update This Report – See Previous Reports >

	


Summary of Key Legislative and Rulemaking Activity

By Paul G. Kent of Anderson & Kent sc

Legal Counsel for the Municipal Environmental Group 

Wastewater Division 

<No Update This Report – See Previous Reports >

	


Government Affairs Seminar (GAS) Committee Report

By Gil Hantzsch, P.E., MSA Professional Services Inc.

The 2010 Government Affairs Seminar will be held on Tuesday February 23, 2010 at the Marriott West in Madison.  Pending changes to state and national nutrient criteria make up a large share of our agenda.  Our keynote speaker will be Jim Hanlon of USEPA to provide us with the national perspective on nutrient issues.  Kevin Shafer of the Milwaukee MSD, also current president of the National Association of Clean Water Agencies, will provide the Wisconsin perspective on these national issues.  Other notable speakers will include Dr. Glen Daigger speaking on the experiences of agencies in other parts of the country with meeting very stringent nutrient standards.  Specific changes to Wisconsin’s effluent phosphorus standards, TMDL’s in Wisconsin, non-point sources, and effluent trading will also be discussed.  In addition to the nutrient issues, a variety of topics including the occurrence and prevention of viruses in drinking water, the past and future of stimulus funding, and compliance with municipal stormwater regulations will be addressed in the afternoon session.  Finally, the ever-popular DNR update will keep us all posted as to the latest changes pending at DNR.  As of February 9, when pre-registration closed, we had 194 attendees registered, well ahead of the two previous years.  

	


Stream Re-classification/Proposed Revisions to Chapters NR 102, 104, and 106 as Related to Stream Classification & Outstanding and Exceptional Resource Waters

By Chad T. Olsen/McMahon Associates, Inc.

<No updates this report – see previous reports>

	


TMDLs

Mike Gerbitz, PE, Donohue & Associates, Inc.


<No updates this report – see previous reports>

	


Wastewater Security

By Bill Desing, CH2M Hill

<No Update This Report – See Previous Reports >

	


Compounds of Emerging Concern and other National Issues; WEF Government Affairs Committee Communications

By Brandon Koltz/Symbiont

See Dave Taylor’s update regarding PFCs in biosolids; no further updates regarding Microconstituents. 

As previously reported, the WEF GAC Nutrients Removal Work Group has completed preparation of a document reviewing treatment technologies for nutrient removal with respect to secondary treatment, and the impact of nutrient discharges.  The purpose of the report is to provide technical information to USEPA as they consider the NRDC petition to include nutrient removal within the definition of secondary treatment. The report has been submitted to USEPA.  USEPA has indicated they are beginning review of the NRDC petition. The report will be available from WEF through their website soon following once certain minor edits are complete. 

Wet Weather effluent blending has been an issue since the Draft USEPA Blending Policy was issued in 2005.  That policy has not been implemented since OMB has not approved the proposal.  Draft Guidance for A Utility Analysis at permit renewal showing no feasible alternative to blending was unofficially distributed July 2009. USEPA received numerous comments on the document and is currently revising it.  The revised document will be published in the Federal Register for comment, likely early March. 

WEF continues to increase dialogue with Member Association Government Affairs Committees to both share national regulatory concerns and gain awareness of state regulatory issues.  WEF has revised its webpage to assist in this dialogue.  WEF has scheduled their Washington briefing for March 15 and 16.  This meeting is separate from the NACWA Washington update; there has been a combined meeting the last several years.  The New England WEA has used this opportunity to schedule meetings with their congressional delegations and has been reported to be very successful.  I will attend this WEF meeting and advise whether Central States should attempt to organize a similar meeting in subsequent years.  

	


Great Lakes Issues – The Great Lakes Compact

By Keith Haas/Racine Water and Wastewater Utilities

Asian Carp

Issues surrounding the Lake Michigan and the Great Lakes continue to be in the forefront of the news media.  By the time you will have read this, an Asian carp "summit" will have been held at the White House to discuss the dangers of the Asian Carp infiltrating the Great Lakes and whether the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal and its diversions and connections to the Great Lakes should continue.  During the summer of 2009, an electric fence was installed in the waterway to keep the carp south of Chicago.  The asian carp will be detrimental to the Great Lakes eco system and has commercial fisherman concerned about the future of the current fresh water species in the lake.

The Obama administration has pledged $500,000,000 to the Great Lakes during the first year in office. The hope is that a total of $5 billion can be appropriated to the Great Lakes over a ten year period of time.

Waukesha Diversion

In addition to concerns raised by ecologists on the impacts of Asian Carp, the Waukesha Water Utility is making progress towards an environmental document that will set the standard for communities petitioning the Great Lakes governors for their share of water from the Great Lakes.  The DNR announced in late January that while it does not have the power to require a full blown Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), it will follow similar procedures in working with Waukesha to prepare a document for public distribution in addressing concerns about the withdrawal of water from Lake Michigan. Upon completion of the environmental document, Waukesha will need to solicit the support of the governors of the Great Lakes to facilitate progress on the allowed withdrawals. Waukesha plans to use 10.9 million gallons per day by 2035 and ultimately 18.5 million gallons per day.  The water that is withdrawn from Lake Michigan will need to be returned to the lake and drainage basin in accordance with provisions of the Great Lakes Compact.  The deadline for providing Great Lakes water to Waukesha is 2018.

Thermal Standards

We are all hopeful that the DNR will promulgate thermal standards during 2010. We are also hopeful that the standards are issued in a reasonable fashion and we hope that the impacts to treatment plants along the Great Lakes and large bodies of water will be minimal based upon the nature of this large body of water.

Phosphorus standards

EPA is being threatened with a lawsuit if the DNR does not take steps to promulgate phosphorus standards for treatment plants.  While every treatment plant in the State of Wisconsin will likely get lower limits. There is hope that a small trout stream will be treated differently than a treatment plant on one of the Great Lakes.  The DNR has been wrestling with these standards for almost a decade.  The issue is complex and one size or standard does not fit all.  We anticipate public hearings during the summer of 2010.  The standards will impact at least 50% of the treatment plants in the state in some fashion. Estimates to comply with the new standards range from $1 to $2 billion dollars statewide.
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Financial/Funding IssuesDistrict

Jeff Brochtrup/Madison Metropolitan Sewerage 

The Wisconsin Clean Water Fund program has seen significant change in the last year with the opportunity for American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funding and the addition of more federal requirements to non-ARRA loans.   Some of these requirements such as the Davis-Bacon wage provisions and “Buy-American” may be part of the program for the long term.  The good news is that the federal government has increased funding for the Clean Water Fund, the bad news is that the federal government has also added additional requirements to be met by those using CWF loans.  As of early February here are some of the highlights on the CWF landscape:

· The Wisconsin Environmental Loans section is finishing up work on processing the ARRA loans by the February 2010 deadline and will then start processing the non-ARRA Clean Water Fund (CWF) and Drinking Water Fund loans.  Processing of the normal non-ARRA CWF loans has been delayed while staff focused on meeting the ARRA deadline. 

· Any CWF loan that closes after November 1, 2009 must meet the federal Davis-Bacon wage requirements as well as the Wisconsin prevailing wage rate requirements.  It looks likely that future federal money will come with strings including Davis-Bacon and “Buy American” requirements.

· There is action underway in the US Congress to provide additional funding to the Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) as part of job creation measures.  It remains to be seen if a this second round of job creation efforts has “legs” and will eventually be signed by the President.  The CWSRF and the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) would each receive $1 billion under the Jobs for Main Street Act of 2010 (H.R. 2847) approved by the U.S. House of Representatives December 2009.  The proposed spending package for the CWSRF contains provisions similar to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) enacted earlier this year.

· The President’s proposed FY 2011 budget request also includes $2 billion for the CWSRF and $1.287 billion for the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF), representing a slight decrease from FY10 enacted levels of $2.1 billion for the CWSRF and $1.38 billion DWSRF. The $2 billion requested by President Obama for the CWSRF ($400 million less than FY10 request) incorporates provisions similar to those included in the SRF program as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  This includes the requirement that 30 percent of a state’s SRF funds be provided in the form of forgiveness of principal, negative interest loans, or grants and that 20 percent of a state’s funds be made available for green reserve projects that promote green infrastructure, water or energy efficiency improvements or other environmentally friendly activities.  Also included are the Davis-Bacon and “Buy American” requirements.

Industrial Waste – Bill Oldenburg, Chair

Industrial Achievement Award: 

The Industrial Waste Committee was not able to locate an applicant for this award for 2010.  The committee has identified an applicant for 2011 and continues to search for eligible facilities.

Pretreatment Seminar:

The Industrial Waste Committee is planning the 2010 Pretreatment Seminar.  This seminar will take place on June 16, 2010, at La Sure’s Hall in Oshkosh.  An agenda is currently in development as well as soliciting commitments from speakers.  Conference calls were held on the following dates to plan the Pretreatment Seminar:

November 13, 2009

December 11, 2009

January 29, 2010

Chair and Vice Chair Change:

In January 2010, Bill Oldenburg (Green Bay Metropolitan Sewerage District) has assumed the responsibilities of Chair and Brian Molenaar (Strand) has assumed the responsibilities of Vice Chair for the Industrial Waste Committee.

Operations Committee – Troy Larson, Chair

The WI Section operations group has forwarded their nominees for the three awards to Beth Vogt (Jim Miller, Jim Beier, Tom Mulcahy, Dave Arnott, and Jay Kemp cc’d).  The awards include 1) the WI section Operator of the Year, 2) Hatfield Award, and 3) Laboratory Excellence Award.  Nominees for the Hatfield and Lab Excellence awards will be considered against nominees from the other states.  
Submittals that have been made to date have been via e-mail transmittal of PDF documents.  No confirmation of receipt has been received.  

Management Seminar – Ken Sedmak, Chair

The Management Seminar Committee is a joint committee with Wisconsin Water Association. This year the committee is the responsibility of the Wisconsin Section of CSWEA. The committee members from Wisconsin Section of CSWEA includes:



Thomas Krueger
Village of Grafton

Paul Nehm

Madison MSD



Mike Simon

Madison MSD



Dale Doerr

Sheboygan WWTP



Pete Conine

Waukesha WWTP 

Members from Wisconsin Water Association includes:



Annette Stenzel
Oak Creek



Bob Carlson

Kenosha



Jill Duchniak

WWA



Jim Wojcehowicz
Wauwatosa



Katie Karow

Janesville



Patrick Lytle

Montgomery/Watson /Harza



Barbara Scheiber
Donohue & Associates, Inc.



Mike Clark

WWA

The committee held a meeting on Thursday February 4 at Wauwatosa City Hall. 

Last year the management seminar had 48 attendees including speakers. The seminar had less attendees from 2008 of about 60. If the seminar continues to decline we will move the location.

The 2010 Management Seminar is as follows:

Date:

Thursday, August 5, 8:00 to 3:15

Location:
Cabela’s Richfield, WI

Cost:

Approximately $90.00

Topics:
Personal Safety/Conflict Management



Financing your Utility

-Asset Management – Level of Service. How much Service can be Funded?




-Rate Study to Support Your Utility Funding




-Grants Available to Support Your Utility



Legal Issues

-The Proper Way to Question Employee who are Suspected of Wrongdoing

-The Use of Social Networking Sites in Employment Cases

-Stump the Lawyer

Lunch will include some of Cabela’s exotic meats including Bison, Elk, Boar and Ostrich. 
Next meeting is scheduled as a teleconference on March 4 at 10:00 A.M.

Public Education and Awareness – Dale Doerr, Chair

World Water Monitoring Day 
The PEAC would like to continue this program, on smaller scale than last year. From the responses received from several of the teachers, the WWMD kits are more suited for elementary schools and middle schools and therefore our concentration should be geared to that age group.  

The WWMD kits will be available in March 2010; help will be needed once again to distribute the WWMD kits to schools across the state. 

Wisconsin Society of Science Teachers
CSWEA – Wisconsin Section has acquired a booth at the Wisconsin Society of Science Teachers Convention in Lacrosse, April 15 – 17, 2010. The display is designed to inform science teachers across Wisconsin what CSWEA _ Wisconsin Section is doing to protect Wisconsin Water Resources. The display will have information WWMD and Stockholm Junior Water Prize (SJWP) information.  Exhibits are open Thursday (15th) and Friday (16th). Since the exhibitor registration allows two people per booth, there is one WSST Exhibitor pass available if someone wants to join me during the exhibit. 

Stockholm Junior Water Prize

The SJWP competition is underway; Wisconsin Students wishing to submit entries must have their projects entered online by April 15, 2009. Anyone interested in helping with judging should provide me with his or her contact information. After receiving the Wisconsin entries the judges will have 14 days to make a selection and submit the winner’s information to WEF by the May 1, 2010 deadline. 
Safety – Jerry Hirt, Chair

No report received.
Watershed Management – Bill Krill, Chair

No report received.

Student & Young Professionals Committee Report – Trevor Ghylin, Chair
Student Chapters

The Night with the Industry Dinner December 7 was a success. No other updates at this time. 

YP Events and News

Joan Hawley is working with us to engage Marquette students and gauge the potential for creating a student chapter there. We are expecting to have a meeting there in April. The details are currently being worked out. 

We are also planning to hold a YP social at the Annual Meeting in May. 

Spring Biosolids Symposium – Bill Marten
The 2010 Spring Biosolids Symposium will be held on March 9, 2010 at the Holiday Inn in Stevens Point. Another excellent program is in store, with a mix of national, state and local speakers participating.  Key information from the Symposium brochure is shown below and can be found online at the following link:

http://www.wwoa.org/DBpdfs/meetings/116.pdf




Water/Wastewater Education Association – Tom Mulcahy, Chair
No report received.
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