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To:  
CSWEA Executive Committee 

From:
Dave Raby, MN Section Trustee

Re:
MN Section Trustee Report

Date:  
January 15, 2007
1. Public Education Committee Report (Patti Craddock)

There are currently three main activities for the public education committee: Stockholm Junior Water Prize (SJWP), Children’s Water Festival (CWF) and Water is Life and Infrastructure Makes it Happen (Water is Life). 
SJWP. The October 2006 reported our MN winners. This is a quiet time for the committee, but efforts will ramp up in March-April with review of the next MN science fair competitors. Please contact Pamela Kiel Massaro if you wish to participate – we’ve had the same volunteers and could use your help! pmassaro@wenck.com
CWF. The 10th Festival is well along in its planning stages. Hopefully it can find some additional sponsors with the press related to winning the WEF Public Education Award in 2006. MN Section will again sponsor the event by providing the CD of the Water Sourcebook to each teacher participating in the festival, as well as with member involvement in planning and the day’s activities.

Water is Life. NEEDS YOU!! Recruitment time – no one from MN has come forward to assist with this WEF-promoted program. We need members to work with other CSWEA states on a committee. This provides a good chance to meet others across state borders in our organization. Phone conferences will be the main meeting method with time planned at CSWEA annual functions for meetings. We also need more staff to implement the program in MN. Go to http://www.waterislife.net  to learn more.















2. Student and Young Professionals (S&YP) Committee Report (Kris Evans/Doug Henrichsen)

The Minnesota chapter of the Students and Young Professionals (S&YP) Committee continues to build relationships with student and young professionals and other similar groups.  

In October several CSWEA MN members attended a happy hour organized by the Minnesota Environmental Engineers, Scientists and Enthusiasts (MEESE) student group at the U of MN.  These monthly gatherings will resume with classes in 2007.  After the Conference on the Environment in November, S&YP hosted a well attended happy hour giving many members a chance to meet and socialize.  

A joint meeting/facility tour is currently being discussed for early 2007 with AWWA Student & Young Professional’s group.    Other facility tours and speakers are being pursued for more interaction between in the S&YP and members of CSWEA.
3. Biosolids Committee Report (Carol Mordorski)

The Biosolids Committee has been somewhat inactive for a couple of years without a committee chair and Carol Mordorski accepted the challenge of trying to re-activate it this year.  Most of her efforts to date continue to be centered around trying to recruit additional committee members to help develop and implement a committee program.  Unfortunately, there is little progress to report.  Section leaders will continue to support Carol and others in an attempt to re-activate the committee in the future.
4. Student Chapter Report (Keith Redmond )

Greetings everyone!  I hope the holidays treated you all very well and the new year has inspired everyone to pursue their resolutions with renewed vigor.  

The student club in the Water Environment Technologies program is up and running and pursuing various ventures in the 2006-2007 school year.  To date we have organized and elected new officers and are approaching full participation of all students in the WAMM club.  The group at SCTC has been participating in the SCTC club challenges on a regular basis and has even been able to win a few.  The metro group participated in a food drive for the holiday season providing donations to the food shelf.  The Members at SCTC location participated in a water fair where they attended a session aimed at educating young school children on water issues.  

Upcoming events include a presentation at the February innovative conference in St. Cloud and assisting with the MPCA annual conferences in the metro area.  This year the WAMM club will participate in a fundraiser for the club at a fishing contest in early February.  We will be taking on the food booth for the contest sponsored the electrical student club at SCTC.  We once again will participate in earth day and water week in April, the exact activities to be determined at a later date.  We will assist with other water fairs in early spring as well.

The WAMM club has been holding several meetings and will continue with additional meetings throughout the school year.  Our president attends the student senate meetings at SCTC representing our club at least twice each month and reports back to the club on what is occurring with student life on campus.  We will once again attempt to purchase club clothing in the up coming months based on the wishes of the club membership.  Last year we developed a club logo and purchased jackets, hats, t-shirts and sweatshirts.  

We at SCTC would like to thank all of our industry supporters and hope to have continued success with all of you in the future.  I would also like to remind everyone that our students will graduate in early June and will be actively looking for employment.  Please e-mail or call me with your needs as they arise.  Thank you all once again and I hope the New Year has greeted you all with good health and a promising new year.

5. Secretary/Treasurer Report (Eric Evans/John Smith)
6. Collection System Committee Report (Tim Keegan & Steve Lipinski)

7. Industrial Wastes Committee Report (Clay Watson)

8. Laboratory Committee Report  (Patti Mettler)

9. Safety Committee Report  (Al Sehloff)

10. Membership Committee Report (Harold Voth/Ed DeLaForest)

11. Government Affairs Committee Report

The MN Section is currently without a chair for the Government Affairs Committee since the retirement of Dick Ottman from MCES.

12.
Operations Committee Report (Carl Swaggert)
The MN CSWEA/MWOA Innovative Operations Committee held meetings on April 20, 2006  June 15, 2006 August 15, 2006 & September 19, 2006. 

· There are 20 members on the committee and all meetings were attended by at least 8 people.

· The program for the 24th Annual Innovative Approaches to Wastewater Operational Problems Seminar has been finalized.  The one day conference is scheduled for February 20, 2007. The Keynote speaker will be Al Manning from EMA in St. Paul, MN. His talk is titled “Future Trends Driving the Wastewater Industry”. There will be a General Session on Vendor “New Technology” and breakout Sessions on Regulations, Odor Control & New Technologies. The Vermilion Water Resource Students and the St. Cloud Technical College Students will report on their  

current projects. The conference will conclude with the traditional Quickies and door prizes. 

· The Awards Subcommittee is being chaired by Nick Pond.  Nick has sent        letters to solicit application packets for the committee to review and select a 2007 Treatment Facility Operations Award and a potential Hatfield Award candidate.  The committee met on Dec 4, 2006 and selected a 2007 Treatment Facility Operations Award winner and a Hatfield Award nominee. The results have been forwarded to the appropriate individuals.
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