MN SECTON OF CSWEA

STATE SECTION MEETING

MEETING MINUTES
Thursday November 6, 2008
23rd Annual Conference on the Environment, Earle Brown Heritage Center
8:00 – 8:45 am

1. Welcome/Call to Order— The welcome and call to order was given by Doug Henrichsen. 

2. Secretary/Treasurer’s Report—George Sprouse presented the secretary/treasurer’s report.  The following table presents the MN Section’s current financial situation:
	Item
	Last Report

(May 19, 2008)
	Current Report

(as of Oct. 31, 2008)

	Checking Account:

 - Bank Balance (current as of 9/30/08)

 - Treasurer’s Balance including known outstanding debits & credits
	$21,131.62

$19,389.01
	$17,318.22

$16,819.01

	CD Investment
	$15,000.00
	$15,140.48

	Total
	$34,389.01
	$31,114.28


Expenditures for the period total $3,270.00 and were for the following activities:

· $1,000.00 funding for MWOA Scholarship(s);

· $964.00 contribution to the reimbursement of the MN Section’s Stockholm Junior Water prize representative and chairperson’s travel expenses;

· $553.02 in support of committee meetings, member travel to CSX, and student involvement with S&YP through the UofM MEESE organization;

· $456.75 purchase of WEF Watersource books;

· $154.79 for service award plaques;
· $92.02 banking costs for additional checks; and

· $49.42 for postage.

Revenue for the period was $700 and came from two (2) $350 sponsorships for the 2009 Annual Innovative Approaches to Wastewater Operational Problems Conference.  The MN Sections CD investment made on April 4, 2008 matured on September 4, 2008.  The CD was renewed with a 3 month term and will expire on December 4, 2008.
3. CSWEA Trustee Report – Patti Craddock summarized her trustee report to the CSWEA Executive Board.  A summary of her report includes:
· Stockholm Junior Water Prize (MN Chair – Pamela Kiel Massaro).  This year the MN Section acknowledged three (3) students for the 2008 SJWP event.  The winners, Sara Gleason and Logan Pallin, represented Minnesota at the WEF SJWP competition last June in Orlando.  MN Section supported the travel to the competition.  Cash prizes and certificates were awarded to the three winners.  MN Section judges included Pamela Kiel Massaro, Bill Arnold, Timothy LaPara, Carol Mordorski, and john Glatzmaier.  It was noted that a replacement for the MN Chair will be needed by January 2009.
· Children’s Water Festival.  MN Section participated in the September 2008 event, which is our 11th year of supporting this event.  The festival provides an opportunity for over 1,000 children to learn about water related issues.  Six classrooms attended the CSWEA’s session on “Flush!  The Wastewater Story”.  MN Section also sponsored the event by providing WEF’s Water Sourcebook in CD format and the World Wide Monitoring Day CD to each of the 45 classroom teachers.

· Water is Life and Infrastructure Makes it Happen.  MN Section has had no one come forward to assist with this subcommittee work and participate at the CSWEA committee level.  We are seeking committee members and utilities to pilot use of these materials.

· World Water Monitoring Day.  This new event is being undertaken by the CSWEA Public Education Committee.  There will be a display setup at the annual meeting and information provided.  CSWEA has become a regional partner.  A leader from the MN Section is needed to head these activities.

· Public Education Expenses.  Total estimated expenses for 2009 total $1,960.  These include monies for the Children’s Water Festival: Water Sourcebook CD; SJWP Site Awards; travel expenses for SJWP competitors, and starter money for the Water is Life and World Water Monitoring Day subcommittees.
· Additional committee reports are presented below.
4. MWOA Trustee Report – Colleen Thompson presented her MWOA trustee report.  Highlights of her report included:
· Meeting Participation.  Colleen participated in several key meetings on behalf of the MWOA Trustee, which included the MWOA Executive Board Meetings, Conference on the Environment, Innovative Approaches to Wastewater Operation Problems Seminar, MWOA Annual Conference, MWOA Central Section Meetings, and the Collection Systems Workshop.
· Scholarships.  A report was given on how the MN Section graciously agreed to share in the sponsorship of the MWOA Scholarship awards for 2008.  MN Section donated $1,000 towards scholarships that were distributed at the MWOA Awards Banquet in July.  Three (3) submittals were received lending the MWOA to award three (3) $700 scholarships.  MN Section has also committed to participate on a biannual basis to this event and will contribute another $1,000 towards the 2009 MWOA Annual Conference.

· Co-Sponsored MWOA/MN Section Activities.  Several co-sponsored activities between the two organizations were discussed, including

-
Laboratory Committee Summer Seminar, July 18-19, 2008.
-
Collection Systems Workshop, October 14, 2008.

-
Innovative Approaches to Wastewater Operational Problems Seminar, February 24, 2009.

-
MWOA/MN Section Co-sponsored scholarships awarded at MWOA Annual Conference

-
Equipment sharing of lap top computers, slide projectors, elmos, etc.

-
MWOA continues to discuss the possibility of conducting a joint one-day Safety meeting with either MN Section, local section of AWWA, or both.

-
MWOA has invited the MN Section Biosolids Committee Chair to be a part of the MWOA Biosolids Committee.
5. Committee Reports – by Current Chair
a. Government Affairs— Open.  No activity.
b. Collection Systems – Timothy Keegan (Chair).  No report given.
c. Industrial Wastes— Clay Watson (Chair).  No report given.
d. Membership— Open. Greg Stonehouse stepped down from chairing this committee due to other work commitments.  A new chair needs to be identified.  It was discussed that this committee has a lot of potential to grow.
e. Safety— Sean Hancock (Chair). No report given.
f. Operations— Les Lange (Chair) reported that the MN Section CSWEA/MWOA Annual Innovative Approaches to Wastewater Operations Seminar committee held it’s final planning meeting on September 9, 2008.  Twenty-three members are on the planning committee for this event.  The program for the 26th annual seminar has been finalized.  The seminar is scheduled to be conducted at the Holiday Inn in St. Cloud, MN on February 24, 2009.  The keynote speaker will be Will Steger, with his talk entitled “Eyewitness to Global Warming”, which is Steger’s vivid account of the changes that he has witnessed firsthand, caused by global warming pollutants, in the Artic regions over four decades of polar exploration.  There will be a General Session on “Going Green” new technology.  The breakout sessions are Biosolids Inside the Fence, New Methods for Nutrient Control, and Energy.  The Vermillion Water Resource Students and the St. Cloud Technical College students will report on their current projects.  The conference will conclude with the traditional Quickies and door prizes.  It is the planning committee’s hope that having Will Steger as the keynote speaker at this conference, that a boost in attendance will be seen.

g. Public Education— Patti Craddock (Chair) presented discussion on the Public Education Committee’s efforts.  See above in the CSWEA Trustee Report.
h. Student & Young Professionals—Alison Sumption (Chair) and George Sprouse made a brief presentation to the University of Minnesota student group MEESE (Minnesota Environmental Engineers, Scientists and Enthusiasts).  The presentation included a WEF organization description, described how students can join WEF, the benefits for students getting involved, and upcoming activities like the Conference on the Environment.  Several students attended the conference this year and set up posters in the exhibit area.
i. Biosolids— Open. No activity.
j. Laboratory— Patti Mettler (Chair).  The MWOA/CSWEA laboratory committee held its annual summer training seminar June 18-19, 2008 at the Holiday Inn in St. Cloud, MN.  The general topic was Minnesota Department of Health rules from the laboratory perspective.  Topics included SOP’s, QA/QC, calibrations, personnel training, and quality control of bacteriology and for chemistry.  The seminar was well attended and the committee will be discussing what will be done with the profit from the seminar.  The main topic for next summer’s seminar will most likely be BODs.
6. Old Business

a. Water is Life – MN Section
b. Positions to Fill:  Government Affairs, Membership, & Biosolids.  A discussion on the open committee chair positions took place.  John Graupman stepped forward to take the lead as the Biosolids Committee Chair (Thank you John!).  Chair positions for the Government Affairs and the Membership committees still need to be identified.
7. New Business
a. General Award Nominations (Safety, Operations, Collection Systems, etc.).  A brief discussion took place on the need for committees to get their nominations in for their respective general awards.
b. Service Awards.  The following service awards were presented to individuals who have stepped forward to lead the MN Section in the past.
i. Secretary/Treasurer 1999 - 2006– John Smith

ii. MN Section Trustee, 2006 - 2008 – Dave Raby

iii. MN Section Chair, 2007-2008 – John Glatzmaier

c. Engineers without Borders (EWB) –  A general discussion on the EWB organization took place.  Ways to connect and/or support this organization were discussed.  No resolutions were made.
8. Other.  None
9. Adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:45 a.m.
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