Minnesota Section, Central States Water Environment Association

Annual Section Business Meeting

November 9, 2006
Earle Brown Heritage Center 
Chair Marion Graham called the meeting to order at 8:11 am.  Attendance was around 20.  
The secretary/treasurer report was read.  We began 2005, the latest fiscal year, with $23,235.37.  Deposits during 2005 were $26, 993.41, withdrawals $27,108.89 and we ended the year with $23,119.89.  The current balance is $7,389.32 checking and $18,000 in reserves.  Reserves have earned approximately $357 in interest since May 15.  The Innovative 2006 netted $2,575.19 which was split with the MWOA.  COE 2005 netted $7215.     

 Committee Reports 

Government Affairs 
The committee is now vacant, as is Wisconsin.  

Collection Systems Committee (Tim Keegan & Steve Lipinski)

The report is given in the Mn section trustee report which is attached.
Industrial Waste (Clay Watson)

Phil Parsons reported for the committee.  The Industrial Achievement Award winner for 2006 was Schwan Foods of Marshall, Minnesota.  David Bero of Schwans will be giving a presentation at the conference. 
Membership Committee (Ed DeLaForest)

There was no report from the membership committee

Safety (Al Sehloff)

The report is given in the Mn section trustee report which is attached.

Operations (Carl Swaggert) 
Phil Parson reported the planning for the Innovative Conference coming up on February 20, 2007 at St. Cloud is progressing well.  Details are in the trustee report. 
Public Education  (Patti Craddock) 
Children’s Water Festival

The Children’s Water Festival won the WEF public Education award.  
Water is Life, Infrastructure Makes It Happen  CSWEA subcommittee needs Minnesota volunteers to work with Illinois and Wisconsin sections to promote this initiative.  
Stockholm Junior Water Prize

MN Chair: Pamela Ann Kiel Massaro, P.E.

Winner: Robert Manduca, Century High Rochester
Project Title: There’s Something in the Water: Nitrate Levels through the Seasons
Much additional information in the attached Trustee’s report. 
Laboratory (Patti Mettler)

Steve Duerre reported for the Laboratory Committee.  The June conference in St. cloud was well attended.  Planning for another June conference with the topic Fecal or E. Coli.  The committee will also sponsor a session at the MPCA Annual Operator’s school in March on BOD, TSS and COD.  Additional information is in the Trustee report. 
Biosolids (Carol Mordorski)

The report is given in the Mn section trustee report which is attached.
Student and Young Professionals (Doug Henrichsen)
Kris Evans will be taking the chair.  There is a need for projects for the students.  Tables are reserved at lunch for students and young professionals to meet with seasoned professionals.  Mare information is in the Trustee report.  

CSWEA Trustee (Dave Raby)

Dave’s report for the October CSWEA Executive Committee is attached.  
MWOA Trustee  

Colleen Thompson reported the MWOA  Colleen has been with the City of Willmar for 20years, the past 15 as Superintendent.  She has served on the MnCSWEA Operations committee for both Operations Awards and Innovative Conference.  MWOA officers for 2006-2007 are Randy Poore, President and Keith Redmond Vice President.  The 2007 MWOA Annual will be held in Willmar.   
Old Business

Dennis Lindeke inquired on the status of Mn section nominees to CSWEA awards. Applications are due December 1. 

New Business
The joint MnCSWEA-MWOA Laboratory seminars have generated extra funds.  Keith Redmond will research A/V equipment for joint use and report to MnCSWEA Board of Control with recommendations.  

Elections

John Glatzmeier nominated and Patti Craddock seconded Doug Henrichsen for Vice-Chair for 2007.  Dennis Lindeke moved and  Dick Ottman seconded a motion that nominations be closed and a unanimous ballot be cast for Doug.  Motion carried.  

John Glatzmeier nominated and Patti Craddock seconded Eric Evans for Secretary-Treasurer for 2007-2008.  Dennis Lindeke moved and  Dick Ottman seconded a motion that nominations be closed and a unanimous ballot be cast for Eric.  Motion carried
The next section executive committee meeting will be at  the Innovative conference lunch.
There being no further business the chair closed the meeting at 8:43a. 

Respectfully submitted,

John Smith

Secretary/treasurer 2005-2007
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To:  
CSWEA Executive Committee 

From:
Dave Raby, MN Section Trustee

Re:
MN Section Trustee Report

Date:  
October 22, 2006

1. Public Education Committee Report (Patti Craddock)

Stockholm Junior Water Prize

MN Chair: Pamela Ann Kiel Massaro, P.E.

This year the MN Section acknowledged three students for the 2006 SJWP as listed below. The winner, Robert Manduca, represented Minnesota at the WEF SJWP competition this year in Atlanta, GA, June 22-24. MN Section supported his travel to the competition; lodging is handled by WEF. MN Section thanks the judges: Pamela Kiel Massaro, Bill Arnold and Timothy LaPara.

MN's Winner:  Manduca, Robert
Project Title: There's Something in the Water: Nitrate Levels through the Seasons
School: Century High School, Rochester, MN


MN's 1st Runner up
Name: Roberston, Kevin
Project Title: The Effect of Road Runoff on Spring Creek, Pre and Post Large Rainfall Event
School: Cloquet High School, Cloquet, MN


MN's 2nd Runner up
Name: Weegman, Mitch
Project Title: Decline of the North American Lesser Scaup: Phase 2- Chromium and Selenium Concentrations in Foods

School: Winona Senior High School, Winona, MN


Anyone interested in judging the 2007 student papers, please contact Pamela at pmassaro@wenck.com.

Kevin Roberston continued his project this summer with acknowlegements for his work noted in the August 27th Pioneer Press: “Their findings helped the students gain approval from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources to build a rain garden to divert the runoff. They also could help Cloquet acquire a permit to start a citywide storm-water management system.” MN Section’s Kris Evans, mentor for the project, was also quoted in the paper.
Childrens Water Festival (CWF)

CSWEA MN Section participated in the September 2007 event – our 9th year. The festival provides an opportunity for over 1,000 children to learn about water related issues. Seven classrooms attended the CSWEA’s session on Flush! The Wastewater Story. MN Section also sponsored the event by providing WEF’s Water Sourcebook in CD format to each of the 45 classroom teachers. Go to http://metrocwf.org/ for more information. 

AWARD. The CWF won the 2006 WEF Public Education Award. CSWEA MN Section will accept the award in their absence at the WEF Awards ceremony in Dallas on October 24th. MN Section will present the award to the CWF Planning Committee on November 9, 2006 during the opening session of the Conference on the Environment, Earle Brown Heritage Center, Brooklyn Center, MN.

Public Education Expenses 2006 – TOTAL $900 (see below, some outstanding)

Children’s Water Festival: Water Sourcebook CD – $500

Stockholm Junior Water Prize: State awards - $150 (to confirm distribution); Transportation to WEF Mtg for student and chaperone - $250 (CSWEA covered $500) plus other expenses still to be identified.
2. Student and Young Professionals (S&YP) Committee Report (Doug Henrichsen)

The Minnesota chapter of the Students and Young Professionals (S&YP) Committee has been developing over the past few months.  The committee’s mission statement is:

Mission Statement

The goal of the Minnesota Section of the Student & Young Professionals Group for the CSWEA is to foster the development of water protection professionals as they transform from students and junior staff to seasoned professionals leading the field; to ensure continuity between one generation of water protection experts and the next; and to create camaraderie and a network of friends throughout the field.

A goal of the group will be to develop various offices, and/or positions, within the group to assist in transferring information and providing continuity for the group.  

George Sprouse with MCES has also been contacted to assist with the coordination between the group and the University of Minnesota in an attempt to gain more interest in the Student Paper/Design Competition.

Contact with the local AWWA Student & Young Professional’s group was also made.  The AWWA S&YP group sponsored a meeting in early September 2006 at the Dezurik Water Controls plant followed by a get together at the Cold Springs Brewery.  Members of the CSWEA S&YP MN Section were invited.  We are also currently in discussions with AWWA group to host a joint event at the Minneapolis Water Works (MWW), Columbia Heights Membrane Filtration Water Treatment Facility.  
3. Biosolids Committee Report (Carol Mordorski)

The Biosolids Committee has been somewhat inactive for a couple of years without a committee chair and Carol Mordorski accepted the challenge of trying to re-activate it this year.  Most of her efforts to date have centered around trying to recruit additional committee members to help develop and implement a committee program.  Unfortunately, there is little progress to report.  Section leaders will continue to support Carol and others in an attempt to re-activate the committee in the future.
4. Student Chapter Report (Keith Redmond )

This year’s classes are underway and so are the Student club (WAMM) activities.  The students have been participating in club challenges at St. Cloud Technical College (SCTC) and will continue to participate in those events as they come up.  The WAMM club recently assisted with a water fair hosted by the city of St. Cloud.  The students willingly participated in the local event aimed at educating young grade school children in the area of water conservation, source water protection and treatment.

The WAMM group once again has two locations with students (SCTC & Metro).  The club has held meetings at both locations and will again meet before the end of the month.  Recently we elected our officers for the club to include a president, vice president, secretary and treasurer.  Our next meetings will involve decisions as to what we as a club will pursue this year.

Last year the WAMM club was successful in developing a logo for clothing.  We have purchased hats, multiple t-shirts, various jacket styles, and sweatshirts.  We will again be ordering clothing with the logo developed last year.

Two of our students from last year participated in the Young Professionals organization (WEF) and we recently received and are passing along that same information to this year’s group of students.  We are hoping to have a few of our member’s active with this organization this year.

The WAMM club participated in several events last year and will likely partake in the events this year if possible.  Two students presented at the annual Innovative Conference in St. Cloud and the Metro group assisted the MPCA with their annual conferences.  They also participated in water fairs around central Minnesota, utilizing microscopes and water models to educate the youth in the areas served.

Last year we nearly had 100% participation of students enrolled in the WETT program and we are hopeful to meet or exceed that again this year.  Look for our students to again this year take an active roll in our water communities.

I would like to take the time to thank everyone for their support of our Water Environment Technologies program, our students and the WAMM student organization.  We really do appreciate your support and confidence in our efforts.
5. Secretary/Treasurer Report (John Smith)
We began 2005 with a balance of $23 119.89.  Deposits were $26,993.41, withdrawals were $27,108.89.  We ended the year 2005 with $23,119.89, although a number of items from the Conference on the Environment were not complete.   For 2006 all expenses to date are within budget.  The Innovative Conference at St. Cloud on February 21 was a smashing success.  We shared a profit of 4,575.19 with the Minnesota Wastewater Operator’s Association.  

 

Beginning in July all Minnesota section bank statements are sent directly to the CSWEA executive secretary, who independently reconciles the account and sends a signed certification to the Minnesota Secretary-treasurer.  In addition, all expenses are approved for payment by the Chairperson.   This completes the accounting reforms.    

6. Collection System Committee Report (Tim Keegan & Steve Lipinski)

The committee met with the MWOA Collection System Committee to discuss partnering between the two associations since in Minnesota they have the same target group of operators and engineers.  Stephen Lipinski has been appointed chairman of the MWOA Collection System Committee.

The committee scheduled two One Day Conferences for 2006.  The first was held in Duluth on May 18, 2006. It was a huge success with attendance of approximately 42. The second is scheduled for October 18, 2006 in Mankato.  These conferences provide 7 hours for certification renewal for wastewater operators.  The committee plans to hold two conferences each year with the same agenda in two different locations within the state.

This joint committee is planning to develop an operator's manual for collection system operators.  There has been some preliminary discussion on this and the idea was presented to the MWOA Board at their April meeting.  The committee was requested to develop a budget for consideration in the 2007 budget.

The committee is looking at creating an e-mail mailing list to offset the cost of producing and mailing brochures and notifications for every conference.

7. Industrial Wastes Committee Report (Clay Watson)

The Industrial Committee met 2 times over the last year. The agenda for the committee is to select an Industry for the Environmental Achievement Award and a speaker for the Conference on the Environment. The committee consists of 8 active members. If anyone is interested in being on the committee, please let me know. 
The committee has selected Schwans Food Company for the 2006 MN Section Industrial Achievement Award. Schwans will receive their award at the Conference on the Environment on November 9 and David Bero will be presenting a paper at the conference entitled “Environmental Practices at Schwans, Inc”. Congratulations to Schwans.

8. Laboratory Committee Report  (Patti Mettler)

The CSWEA/MWOA laboratory committee held a summer workshop on June 26-27, 2006 in St. Cloud, MN.  Topics were phosphorus analysis, phosphorus reduction, and Minnesota Department of Health new laboratory regulations.  The session was well attended and resulted in a net profit.  This profit will be split equally between CSWEA and MWOA.  We had purchased books for the MWOA library and I will be working with Marion Graham for the donation to CSWEA.  
9. Safety Committee Report  (Al Sehloff)

The Safety Committee is in need of nominees for the George W. Burke Facility Safety  Award. If anyone is interested in submitting a nomination for this award, please contact Al Sehloff at (651) 468-2047 or e-mail at asehloff@brwncald.com.
10. Membership Committee Report (Ed DeLaForest)

No additional activities to report for the Membership Committee since the last report.
11. Government Affairs Committee Report

The MN Section is currently without a chair for the Government Affairs Committee since the retirement of Dick Ottman from MCES.

12.
Operations Committee Report (Carl Swaggert)

The MN CSWEA/MWOA Innovative Operations Committee held meetings on April 20, 2006  June 15, 2006 August 15, 2006 & September 19, 2006. 

· There are 20 members on the committee and all meetings were attended by at least 8 people.

· The program for the 24th Annual Innovative Approaches to Wastewater Operational Problems Seminar has been finalized.  The one day conference is scheduled for February 20, 2007. The Keynote speaker will be Al Manning from EMA in St. Paul, MN. His talk is titled “Future Trends Driving the Wastewater Industry”. There will be a General Session on Vendor “New Technology” and breakout Sessions on Regulations, Odor Control & New Technologies. The Vermilion Water Resource Students and the St. Cloud Technical College Students will report on their  

current projects. The conference will conclude with the traditional Quickies and door prizes. 

· The Awards Subcommittee is being chaired by Nick Pond.  Nick has sent        letters to solicit application packets for the committee to review and select a 2007 Treatment Facility Operations Award and a potential Hatfield Award candidate.

