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To:  CSWEA Executive Committee

From:  Scott Trotter, President

Subject:  President’s Comments

Date:  October 26, 2005

Over the summer, Central States Water Environment Association has been making progress on several fronts through the efforts of our dedicated members.  CSWEA is a volunteer organization and we have a wealth of talented individuals striving to fulfill the goals of the organization.  As a favor to me, please take a moment when you see these individuals and say thank you for their contributions to the success of the association.

In July, CSWEA held its first “Central States Exchange Meeting” (CSX) at the Kalahari Resort in the Wisconsin Dells.  CSX was a two-day meeting, which provided a forum for the Association and Sections’ officers and committee chairs to concentrate on the purpose of our organization – service to our members.  This year’s meeting was a huge success with 27 attendees.  The attendees participated in presentations to provide a better understanding of each committee’s goals, resources and approaches to serving the association and sections.  We also held several round table discussions to develop strategies for working together more efficiently.  During the meeting, CSWEA’s Executive Director Eric Lecuyer unveiled a prototype of the Association’s new recruitment CD.  Eric expects to make a final copy of the CD available in November.  At the conclusion of the meeting, we developed a list of actions that would improve service to our members and an outline of how to reach each of those goals. I want to thank each of the individuals who participated in this year’s CSX and encourage those who could not attend to join us next year.  

The State Sections are in the midst of revising their Statements of Policy, which parallel the Association S.O.P.’s.  The committee responsible for drafting the changes include Dan Lynch (CSWEA), Patti Craddock (MN), Randy Wirtz (WI) and Joe Slevnik (IL).   This is an important document to the governance of the Sections and memorializes the policies and procedures for each officer and committee in the Section.  If you have any questions or input on this important document please contact the representative from your Section.  

The Awards Committee this year is co-chaired by Carol Strackbein (1st V.P.) and Dennis Lindeke (2nd V.P.)  The goal of the Awards Committee is to recognize the dedication and contributions that our members make to the industry. Descriptions of the Awards are available on the web site at www.cswea.org.  I would encourage everyone to review the criteria and nominate individuals who deserve to be recognized.  

Dean Wiebenga (IL), Ed DeLaforest (MN) and Rob Szekeress (WI) serve on the Associations Membership Committee.  Each of these gentlemen have done an outstanding job of reaching out to our members, through welcoming letters and reminders when someone’s membership has lapsed.  I am proud to announce that we are beginning to re-build membership through the efforts of these individuals and the efforts of the Students and Young Professionals Committee. 

The Students and Young Professionals (S&YP) Committee is actively supporting the development and continuation of Student Chapters at universities throughout the region.  Dan Busch (WI), Patrick Shea (MN) and Tim Tack (IL) have done an outstanding job of implementing the Association’s strategy to reach out to the universities.  Some examples of their success include development of a Student Chapters at UW Madison, Northwestern, UW Milwaukee/ Marquette, ITT and others.  While each school is at a different stage of development, the efforts are certainly worthwhile.  In addition, the committee is working with the student chapters on the 2006 Student Paper and Student Design Competition, which will be held prior to the Annual Education Seminar in April 2006.  

I would like to briefly make note of CSWEA’s upcoming events this week.  The Annual CSWEA and IWEA’s Welcome Reception will be held at the Renaissance Hotel on Sunday, October 30th.    We are expecting over 200 CSWEA/IWEA members at the reception.  I would like to send my personal thank you to the corporate sponsors of the reception, without their support this event would not be possible.  

Today, Brett Gee, Bob Doeringsfeld, and Brian Veit of UW Platteville will represent CSWEA during the Student Design Competition.  We are pleased to announce that Paul Davidson of the University of Illinois was selected as the winner of the Federation’s Student Paper Competition and will be honored during both the Poster Session and at the Awards Ceremony. 

We are also proud to recognize Elizabeth Welsh (MN) and Laura Jones (WI), who represented CSWEA at the Federation’s Stockholm Jr. Water Prize Competition in Portland Oregon in June.  Elizabeth will be honored during the awards ceremony as the runner-up for the Federation’s Stockholm Junior Water Prize Award.

Our very own, Dan Lynch and Jay Kemp were selected as the Water Environment Federation Award recipients for the George J. Schroepfer Medal   The Schroepfer Medal is awarded by WEF to recognize a professional engineer for conceiving and directing the design of a project to achieve substantial cost savings or economic benefit over other alternatives, while achieving environmental objectives.  Dan and Jay will be honored during the Awards Ceremony on Tuesday. 

We are looking forward, CSWEA will be co-hosting a Midwest Water Industry Expo on February 1st and 2nd with Wisconsin Water Association at the Kalahari Resort in the Wisconsin Dells.  The exhibition will be an excellent opportunity to see the equipment our manufacturers often tell us about.  

In April, CSWEA will be hosting the Student Design and Student Paper Competitions in conjunction with the 11th Annual Education Seminar in Madison, Wisconsin.   Please consider attending both days, as this is an excellent opportunity to gain knowledge from both the university research and practical application of our trade.   

In May, the 79th Annual Meeting will be held in St. Charles, Illinois at the Pheasant Run Resort.  This beautiful resort has just completed a $27 Million restoration and is ours for the week.  We will begin on Monday, May 8th with the Golf Outing and wrap up with the Farewell Breakfast on Thursday, May 11th.  The Local Arrangements Committee chaired by Dean Weibenga has been working diligently to provide an excellent program and exhibition including live entertainment and special events.  The Technical Program Committee chaired by Scott Fronek has already distributed the call for papers, which are due by December 15th.  As always, we are expecting an outstanding response and superb Technical Program.  Rich Hussey will be organizing the Exhibition and Booths.  The Pheasant Run Resort has provided CSWEA with the Mega Center, which is equipped with facilities to not only support traditional booths but also mobile equipment.

In closing, Eric Lecuyer and Eric Sedmak have done a outstanding job of maintaining and updating the CSWEA website.  

