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To: CSWEA Executive Committee

From:  Eric R. Lecuyer, Executive Director

Subject:  Invitation to join Public Education Project

Date:  October 27, 2005

10.30.05 AI 13a 

I was contacted in early September by Linda Gray, as Wisconsin area public education activist inviting CSWEA or the WI Section of CSWEA to join a four year public education project targeted to school children and funded by a grant sought from the NSF (National Science Foundation).  While I have made no commitment on behalf of CSWEA, I did commit to bring this information to the Executive Committee.  The promoter exudes more enthusiasm than tangible details. Below is the information that Linda Gray forwarded to me for your consideration.  (You will note that my name was attached to the project based on my commitment to bring this to the Executive Committee only).  This may serve as a good public education venue, but warrants careful consideration.  My request of the Executive Committee is direction as to whether this should be pursued, handed off to the CSWEA Public Ed Committee, WI Section Public Ed Committee, or if we should pass on the invitation.
	
	

	
	

 "Linda Gray" <grago1954@yahoo.com>   

	
	Freshwater Project/Linda Gray

	
	

 grago1954@yahoo.com, erlec@prodigy.net, Tom.Croley@noaa.gov, bourgetl@washington.ijc.org, MNISOSE@Quest.net, wbaas@awwa.org
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Gaylord Nelson Youth Project: Sustainability of Freshwater Resources (Focusing on the Colorado River, the Ogallala Aquifer, and the Great Lakes)
 

Officers:
 

Linda Gray, Executive Director, communication/program specialist and organizer
Larry Jozwik, Field Director, science educator and sustainable education specialist
 

Susan Campbell, Research Director, author, environmental issue specialist, communication and research specialist
 

Greg Coverdale, Assistant Field Director, science educator and watershed specialist
 

Denise Sweet, Communication Director, environmental education specialist, communication specialist, Native American mediator, Wisconsin poet laureate, national/international attention recognition of work, which deals a lot with traditions, people's struggles, the land and water
 

Keith Wheeler, Senior Consultant, Director of the Center for a Sustainable Future [national/international figure dealing with sustainability education and issues]
 
Sustainable Racine: Fiscal Agent
Bonnie B. Prochaska
Executive Director, Advisor
Others involved (This is a partial list. We are waiting confirmation on a few other organizations, etc…)The project is very involved, 

and I'm just highlighting the key points.

 
 
Dr. A. Karim Ahmed, Secretary-Treasurer of the National Council for Science and the Environment (NCSE), President, Global Children's Health and Environment Fund, consultant 
 
Sandra Postel, author, and Director of the Global Water Policy Project [In 2002, she was named one of the “Scientific American 50,” by Scientific American magazine, a new award recognizing contributions to science and technology.]consultant
 
Cindy Krelfels, Groundwater Foundation (national organization)
 
Thomas Croley II, Research Hydrologist, NOAA,Great Lakes Environmental Research Lab
 
Eric Lecuyer, Central States Water Environment Association (ILL, WI, MN)a member of the Water Environment Federation
 
Jim Pokrandt, Public Information & Education Center, Colorado River Water Conservation 
 
Rachel Pokrandt, Director, Professional Education & Leadership, The Colorado Keystone Center
 
Anita Hughes,Kerr Center (National Organization for sustainable agriculture)
  
Charlie Peters, Director of Wisconsin Water Science Center, USGS

Justyn Hock, Bureau of Reclamation
 
Bill Verniew, Grand Canyon Monitoring & Research Center, USGS
 
Steve Vandas, USGS Central Headquaters in Denver,Colorado will help to enlist help throughout the project
 

Dawnette Owens, Native American mediator, MNI SOSE deals with tribal water issues
 
Alice Skenadore, Wise Women Gathering (Native American organization)
 
Chris Poweliss, Onedia Nation videographer, technician specialist
Scott Robbe, video production consultant (has worked with film, television, movies, etc...)
 

Sarah Wolfe, author and illustrator, exotic veternarian specialist (particularly in North American animals and avian specialist)
 
Jeff Richter, photographer and author of "Seasons of the North," one of the best photographic books on Wisconsin wildlife and landscapes
 

Here is a brief summary of the project. 

We are presently working on a NSF (National Science Foundation) grant proposal to be submitted by December 5, 2005. To be eligible to submit our proposal, we must first submit a letter of intent by September 16, 2005. The grant will be for 3 million dollars and will be four years in duration.

The concept behind the grant is to create a documentary film centering the past, present, and future sustainability of freshwater resources in the United States.  We will be working with students from an inner city school as well as students from local Native American tribes in our area.  These students will be responsible for filming, interviewing, and collecting data as the documentary evolves.

In year one of the grant, after the students have been trained in 

filming and interviewing techniques, they will travel out west to 

document the Colorado River from its source to where it flows into 

Mexico.  Along the route, they will interview and collect data from  

stakeholders and professional specialist concerning water rights issues, the impact of the Colorado River upon the land, the wildlife, and its people, man's impact upon the Colorado River and its ecosystem, climate change and its effect, water quality and watershed data, etc... They will use available resource data from scientific resources. 
 

During year two, they will do the same for the states that depend on the Ogallala aquifer for their fresh water needs.  In year three, they will film the communities surrounding the Great Lakes covering the same issues.
 

This project is especially timely for the Great Lakes as the eight govenors and the two Canadian Premiers are now developing rules that will regulate future use of the Great Lakes water, which hold 20% of the world's surface freshwater.  
 

In year four, they will edit and finish the video for presentation.  We plan to present the final video on national television and at National Parks throughout the United States.  We have several professional grant writers working on this project. We also have a large number of national organizations, involved with freshwater resources, which have already offered their assistance and endorsement of the project.  
 

The documentary will emphasize the importance of utilizing a balanced, non-biased, comprehensive, and interdisciplinary approach to investigating the sustainability issues surrounding freshwater 

resources. The mission of this project (from its creation to the final dissemination) is to foster critical thinking and problem solving through education, analysis, and dialogue with stakeholders involved in this issue.   It will help citizens – 

from students to senior decision-makers – navigate the tough problems 

(social, environmental, and economic) that surround the future of our 

freshwater resources, and to develop applied solutions that will foster 

its sustainability.

Understanding this complex issue requires a balanced knowledge of its scientific, technical, and political complexities.

The documentary will also emphasize environmental, economic, and social ethics, which focus on the moral relationships between humans and the world around us.  It will explore how individuals of different ethnic and cultural groups perceive their own worldview about their environment and how core values shape perceptions of the human experience; ultimately building a strong sense of stewardship and responsibility that we should all share.
 
We will be going beyond the boundaries of the documentary and will produce
a web site, magazine article, and two books (one photographic essay and one poetic perspective)as a community outreach effort on the important subject of the sustainability of freshwater in the US for the future.
 

Linda Gray

Executive Director

Freshwater Project

414-234-8224
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