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To:  CSWEA Executive Committee

From:  Tim Tack, Student & Young Professionals Committee Chair
Subject:  Students & Young Professionals Committee
Date:  October 24, 2005
The CSWEA S&YP Committee members did an excellent job putting together the Student Paper and Student Design Competition for the Annual Conference.  

Student Paper Competition:  The CSWEA winning paper submitted by Paul Davidson from University of Illinois was selected as the 2005 WEF winner.  This is two years in a row for CSWEA.  For winning the national competition, Paul will receive a monetary award from WEF, a complementary one-year membership to WEF, a formal certificate, and have his paper published in the WEF Journal.  He will also present his paper in a poster presentation at the Poster Symposium located in the Poster Session Concourse in front of rooms 145-146 on Monday October 31st from 10:30am – 5:00 pm, so please take some time to stop by and support him.  
I would again like to extend a special thanks to Jim Roth for all his work getting 3M and Zenon to sponsor the overall CSWEA winner, so we could send Paul to WEFTEC.  Paul’s paper is titled Bioremediation of Groundwater Contaminated with Agricultural Chemicals.  Thank you again to the State Section chairs for sponsoring their respective students.

The overall winner of the CSWEA Student Paper Competition will have their abstract published in Wisillminn, have their entire paper posted on the CSWEA website, and receive free registration, travel and lodging to the WEFTEC conference in Washington DC (October 29th to November 2nd, 2005).

Other notes:

I still do not have any feedback as to the better date for the Student Paper Competition (Ed Seminar of Annual Conference).  At this point, it would be my recommendation to still have it at the Annual Conference.

Design Competition:  Dan Busch and Max Anderson did an excellent job coordinating the design competition, committee judges, and WEF arrangements.  We will have one team this year doing a presentation on the Potosi Stormwater Management Plan at the WEF National Competition.  The contributing students are Brian Veit, Brett Gee, and Bob Doeringsfeld from the UW-Platteville.
These students each received free registration, lodging, and expenses for attendance at the Annual Conference.  Thank you to the Jim Roth for getting 3M and Zenon to sponsor the competition.

The Student Design Competition is scheduled from 1:00 to 6:00 pm on Sunday October 30th at the DC Convention Center Room 150A and our team will compete with other design teams from across the country for a monetary prize.  Please come support our team.
Other Notes:

We will be formalizing the guidelines this year.  We also need to get in touch with the Graduate level students.

Student Chapters:  As I get more experience with the Student Competitions, I now realize that the College Professors and Student Chapters determine whether or not we will have any competitors.  If the College Professors are not assigning design projects or papers, there is a very small chance that any of the students will be able to put forth the effort required for entry into our competitions.  Thus it is my suggestions to start working with the Student Chapters and their Chapter advisors at the beginning of the next school year to get them interested and committed to the WEF and CSWEA competitions.  To do this, we will need one or two volunteers from each state to visit the schools with Student Chapters and inform them of the benefits of CSWEA and these programs.
Student Chapter Meeting - Annual Meeting
Tuesday, November 1
DC Convention Center - Room 209C
10:30 am - 12:00 Noon

The information I have on Student Chapters in the CSWEA region is as follows:

In Illinois, several members are working on a student chapter at the University of Illinois.  Next year they will continue to support this chapter as well as try to start chapters at Northwestern University and Illinois Institute of Technology.  
In Wisconsin, there are already student chapters at the U of W Platteville & Stevens Point.  Dan Lynch is also working on forming another chapter at the University of Wisconsin Madison.  
In Minnesota, there are student chapters at the University of Minnesota and Saint Cloud Technical College.  
Young Professionals & Student Activities:  
There will be a Young Professional Reception sponsored by the MARC committee from 7:30pm to 10:00 pm on Monday October 31st at the District Chophouse and Brewery.
Young Professional Exhibit Tour:  Monday (10:45 am & 2:00 pm) and Tuesday, October 31st and November 1 (10:00 am)

The Executive Committee needs to determine if they want to financially support activities for the S&YP.  These events will be designed to help the Students and Young Professionals become more involved in CSWEA and WEF.

We have not scheduled any Young Professional Events.  We can work on these activities if the Executive Committee thinks it is worthwhile.
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