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5.8.06 AI 9Ia

To:  CSWEA Executive Committee
From:  Jay Kemp, PE, DEE
Re:  Ad Hoc Committee for Joint Water and Wastewater Exposition

Date: May 3, 2006
The 1st ANNUAL MIDWEST WATER INDUSTRY EXPO was held February 1 and 2 at the Kalahari Resort in WI Dells. It was a successful event in terms of attendance, response and revenue.  We generated $ 1,500 for Central States while maintaining $ 4,000 reserve in the joint account. 

The EXPO received very favorable comments from both the attendees and the exhibitors.  Exhibitors used phrases like “The EXPO hit a home run” or “the floor traffic was busy and had the people I wanted to see”.  The attendees also expressed their thoughts which were equally as supportive.  Everyone seemed to leave looking forward to next year.  The EXPO is intended to be a means to bring utility personnel (or anyone in this profession) into contact with equipment suppliers and manufacturers to promote the free exchange of information and to let people experience large process equipment displays like those at national conferences.  Essentially our goal is to bring a quality water and wastewater exposition to the upper Midwest so operators and others can see equipment that they wouldn’t normally have a chance to see.  The EXPO is the exhibitors’ opportunity to present their goods and services to their customers and potential customers without all of the other conference activities that distract people and take them away from an exhibit hall.  The 1st Annual Midwest Water Industry EXPO accomplished what it set out to do.

In addition, the 1st Annual Midwest EXPO:

· Held a fundraising raffle that gave away $5,000 in prizes including two 30-inch Flat Screen Televisions, a digital camera and many other cool prizes. 

· Will donate the raffle proceeds, $2,400, to Water for People on behalf of Central States and WWA.  This $2,400 will used for a WFP project in Guatemala that WWA has already identified, 

· Had to guarantee 200 room nights at the Kalahari, but actually sold 430 room nights,

· Had 90 exhibitors occupying 100 booths (with exhibitors saying how good things were),

· Served almost 800 lunches over two days,

· Had almost 600 pre-registered and walk in attendees in the exhibit hall.

· Presented 34 half hour vendor presentation where vendors could talk specifically about the products they represent.

The EXPO Committee is already hard at work on MWIE 2007.   Mark your calendars for February 14 and 15 2007 again at the Kalahari.  Bring your Valentine! We expect to hold our planning meeting in early June at the Waukesha Water Utility.  Thanks go out to the ninety exhibitors who took a chance by coming to the EXPO.  These companies put a lot of time and money into events like these and it is a risk to try a new one.  We are very appreciative of everyone who exhibited and hope many more will join us next year.  The EXPO could not have been called a success without the large number of operators and other water professionals who attended.  We had good representation from Wisconsin and Illinois and next year we will push harder to representation from Minnesota and Iowa.  The EXPO Committee with a lot of help from WWA’s own Shelly Busch and Kristina Glocke of Mulcahy/Shaw, did a tremendous job of pulling everything together.  As a new event there were lots of uncertainties going into it.  This committee is co-chaired by Jay Kemp for Central States and Dan Duchniak for WWA.  Other members of the committee include Tom Mulcahy, Dave Dorner, Don Doonan and Dan Lynch.   This group has been working on this project since the middle of 2003.  Thank you to everyone and we want to see you next year.

