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To: 
CSWEA Executive Committee

From: 
Bill Marten, Chair, Technical Program Committee
RE:  
Report of Abstracts Review for 2007 Technical Program
Date:  
January 22, 2007
The Technical Program Committee (Committee) issued a call for papers in early November for the 80th Annual meeting to be held in Madison, WI.  The call for papers was mailed to each CSWEA member, included in the November issue of the WISILLMIN, and posted on the CSWEA website.  In addition, the Executive Director issued several supplemental email requests for abstracts, including a time extension for the abstract deadline.  The Committee believes that all of these steps were successful in receiving quality abstracts for the 2007 annual conference.

In response to the call for papers, 83 abstracts were received. At a meeting held in Madison, WI, January 16, 2007, the Committee selected 41 abstracts for paper presentations at this year’s annual meeting.  The program was broken out into three concurrent sessions on Wednesday morning and afternoon, three concurrent sessions on Thursday morning, and two concurrent sessions on Thursday afternoon.  In addition, a third session was reserved on Thursday afternoon for presentations by CSWEA’s student competition winners (Student Paper, Student Design and Stockholm Junior Water Prize), which Dan Busch and the Students and Young Professionals Committee will be coordinating.  The proposed Technical Program is attached.
Consistent with past tradition, Committee members will moderate each of the technical sessions.  However, a new facet we will try this year, in coordination with the Students and Young Professionals Committee, will be to assign assistant moderators to each session, to help with directing folks to appropriate seating, dealing with room lights, etc.  Our goal is to recruit university students or young professional members to serve in these roles, as a way of getting them more exposure to our organization.

With regard to the Committee, as you know Dr. Bill Boyle suffered a serious illness last fall, from which he is recovering quite nicely.  However, as a result of his illness, I decided to not burden him with reviewing all of the abstracts for this year’s program (although he did sit in and help with our abstract review meeting on the 16th).  I asked Steve Reusser of the Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District to step in for Dr. Boyle this year, and Steve accepted that responsibility and filled in quite nicely.  With Dr. Boyle appearing well on the way to a full recovery, I would like the Executive Committee to accept my resignation from the Technical Program Committee effective at the conclusion of the 2007 Annual Meeting, and to assign Steve Reusser to take my place on the Committee.  I have already discussed this with Steve and he is willing and enthusiastic about serving on the Committee.  I’m sure everyone knows Steve; he has extensive knowledge and experience in all aspects of CSWEA activities and interests, and will be a real asset to the Committee.  

Finally, I’d just like to acknowledge the outstanding support of my fellow Committee members Jason Benson, Dr. Bill Boyle, Scott Fronek, Pavel Hajda, Steve Reusser, and Beth Vogt.  They have done a great job in soliciting, reviewing and selecting abstracts again this year, which should result in another quality technical program.
