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1.25&26.07 AI 10a    

To: 
CSWEA Executive Committee

From: 
Paul Nehm, Local Arrangements Chair
RE:  
80th Annual Meeting
Date:  
January 18, 2007
Since the last report, the Local Arrangements Committee met on November 8, 2006 in Fond du Lac in conjunction with the Wisconsin Section Annual meeting and on December 12, 2006 by telephone.  The overall conference schedule was agreed upon and speakers and entertainment options have been selected.  A preliminary budget was submitted to Eric Lecuyer.  Options for increasing net profit will be presented to the Board in January if necessary.

The conference will begin on Tuesday, May 22 with a morning meeting of the Board of Directors in the Concourse Hotel.  The golf outing will begin at 11:30 am at the Yahara Hills Golf Course.  The course is located on the southeast side of Madison.  That evening the Meet and Greet event will be held on the rooftop of Monona Terrace.  If the weather is inclement, the event will be held within Monona Terrace.  Hors d’oeuvres, beer, and soda will be available.

On Wednesday morning, May 23, the Past President/AAEE breakfast will be held in the Concourse Hotel.  At the same time the 5K Run/Walk will be taking place from Monona Terrace along Lake Monona to the Nine Springs Wastewater Treatment Plant.  The Welcome and Keynote address will begin in Monona Terrace at 9:00 am.  The committee has chosen “Water Is Our Life” as the conference theme.  Dr. Steven Ackerman has been asked to present the keynote address.  He often provides informative and entertaining discussions on Wisconsin Public Radio on meteorological topics.  His address would discuss the use of satellite observations to monitor water in the atmosphere and snow and ice on the ground with connections to surface water and groundwater.  He will also discuss the next generation of NOAA and NASA weather satellites plus the monitoring of global climate change.

The exhibits will open after the keynote address.  Technical sessions will also begin and continue through the afternoon.  As in the past, a box lunch will be provided to conference attendees.  To provide for up to 84 exhibitors, room will not be provided in the exhibit area for participants to pick up the box lunches.  They will be available in the Grand Terrace next to the exhibit area.  To encourage traffic in the exhibit area, the dessert for the meal will be available in the exhibit area.  Following the end of the technical program for the day, a reception will be held in the exhibit area.  Rooms will be set aside for meetings of the 7S and Golden Manhole groups.

The social event for Wednesday evening will start with a buffet meal.  During the meal caricature artists will be available to sketch conference attendees.  The meal will be followed by a program by comedian Ron Dentinger.

Thursday, May 24, will begin with meetings of the State Sections in the Concourse Hotel.  The exhibits will be open in Monona Terrace following these meetings.  The exhibits will close at noon.  Technical sessions will occur throughout the day.  The noon Association Luncheon will be held in the Grand Terrace of Monona Terrace.  The Annual Business meeting will follow the closing of the technical sessions.

The social hour, banquet, and post-banquet entertainment will be held in the Grand Terrace.  The post-banquet entertainment will be Pat McCurdy, a singer/entertainer.

The Farewell breakfast on Friday will take place in the Concourse Hotel.  Professor Doug Cherkauer has been asked to be the speaker at this meal.  He will discuss groundwater issues throughout the area.  Following the breakfast the Board of Directors will meet in the Concourse Hotel.  A tour of the Nine Springs Wastewater Treatment Plant will be available after the breakfast to anyone who is interested.

The Concourse Hotel and Monona Terrace are not physically connected.  The Concourse is on the Capitol Square.  Participants can walk through the Capitol Building to get to Monona Terrace.  The committee will arrange for transportation in the event of inclement weather.  

A formal Spouse/Guest program is not planned.  A room will be available in the Concourse for spouses and guests to meet and receive some information on things to do in the Madison area.  Light food service will also be available in that room.

Dave Dorner is in charge of the exhibits.  He will send out information to potential exhibitors following approval of the budget by the Board of Directors.  The cost of having electric power in the booths will be included in the booth fee.  Exhibitors will be allowed to make a five minute presentation during Technical Session breaks for a fee of $30.  People attending the presentation will receive a raffle ticket.  The presentation fees will be used to purchase a high end product to be given away by raffle.

Efforts to involve Young Professional will be made throughout the conference.  The registration form will help to identify Young Professionals.  They will be invited to meet with Association Officers and leaders prior to the Meet and Greet.  Young Professionals will be asked to serve as Assistant Moderators of the technical sessions.  This will give them an opportunity to become known within the organization in an informal manner.

The Local Arrangements Committee is scheduled to meet by phone on February 5 to discuss any changes the Board of Directors wishes to make and to finalize plans for the conference.  Dan Busch is responsible for printing.  He has set a schedule for printing that will allow for adequate notification to all members.  Publicity information will also be made available to other organizations in this profession. 

