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To:  CSWEA Executive Committee

From:  Tim Tack, S&YP Committee Chair

Subject:  Students & Young Professionals Committee

Date:  January 10, 2006

The CSWEA S&YP Committee members did an excellent job last year putting together the Student Paper and Student Design Competition for the Annual Conference and the students did a great job presenting at WEFTEC.
Student Paper Competition:  The CSWEA winning paper submitted by Paul Davidson from University of Illinois was selected as the 2005 WEF winner.  This is two years in a row for CSWEA.  For winning the national competition, Paul received a monetary award from WEF, a complementary one-year membership to WEF, a formal certificate, and have his paper published in the WEF Journal.  He also presented his paper in a poster presentation at the WEFTEC Conference.  Thank you to all of the CSWEA members who stopped by to support Paul  

I would again like to extend a special thanks to Jim Roth for all his work getting 3M and Zenon to sponsor the overall CSWEA winner, so we could send Paul to WEFTEC.  Paul’s paper is titled Bioremediation of Groundwater Contaminated with Agricultural Chemicals.  Thank you again to the State Section chairs for sponsoring their respective students.

The announcement for the Student Paper Competition is attached as part of this report and I would like to get the Executive Committees’ blessing prior to distribution.  This year the Executive Committee voted to do the presentation at the Education Seminar, so we do not have a lot of time before the papers are due.  As is years past, we need every ones assistance in finding students willing to submit papers.

Design Competition:  Dan Busch and Max Anderson did an excellent job coordinating the design competition, committee judges, and WEF arrangements.  Our student team did a presentation on the Potosi Stormwater Management Plan at the WEF National Competition and placed third.  For their third place finish, an award of $600.00 has been provided for the UW Platteville Student Chapter by WEF.  The contributing students were Brian Veit, Brett Gee, and Bob Doeringsfeld from the UW-Platteville.
These students each received free registration, lodging, and expenses for attendance at the Annual Conference.  Thank you to the Jim Roth for getting 3M and Zenon to sponsor the competition.  Thank you to all CSWEA members that supported the team during their presentation.
The announcement for the Design Competition is attached as part of this report and I would like to get the Executive Committees’ blessing prior to distribution.  This year the Executive Committee voted to do the presentation at the Education Seminar, so we do not have a lot of time before the Design Projects are due.  As is years past, we need every ones assistance in finding students willing to participate in the Design Competition.  We also need to do a better job getting the word out to graduate level students.

Student Chapters (I need some assistance or commitments on this):  As I get more experience with the Student Competitions, I now realize that the College Professors and Student Chapters determine whether or not we will have any competitors.  If the College Professors are not assigning design projects or papers, there is a very small chance that any of the students will be able to put forth the effort required for entry into our competitions.  We need to start working with the Student Chapters and their Chapter advisors now to get them interested and committed to the WEF and CSWEA competitions.  To do this, we will need one or two volunteers from each state to visit the schools with Student Chapters and inform them of the benefits of CSWEA and these programs.

Young Professionals & Student Activities:  
We will work on scheduling a few Young Professional Events this spring and summer.  Anyone with suggestions or a desire to participate, please contact me.
Annual Meeting:
At the CSWEA-CSX’05, we discussed the idea of including a career fair (for students) or a Young Professional Technical Session during the Annual Conference.  I need to know if this is something we can do this year or something we should plan for future years.
Other CSWEA-CSX’05:

We discussed creating a S&YP for Dummies Guideline that would be posted for limited access on a committee working page on the website.  I have prepared some of this material and it will soon be posted on a S&YP Section of the CSWEA website.
Thank you,

Tim Tack
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