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To:  
CSWEA Executive Committee 

From:
Bob Peplin, MN Section Trustee

Re:
MN Section Trustee Report

Date:  
Jan 06, 2006
Public Education Committee Report (Patti Craddock)
Stockholm Junior Water Prize

MN Chair: Pamela Ann Kiel Massaro, P.E.

This year the MN Section acknowledged three students as reported in the May 2005 Trustee Report. Our MN winner, Elizabeth Welsh went on to become a finalist in the national WEF competition. She received a $500 award for herself and $1,000 for her school from WEF, in addition to $100 from the MN Section.  She was presented with the WEF 2005 Finalist Award at the MN Section’s annual Conference on the Environment, Nov. 10, 2005. MN Section supported her travel to the 2005 WEF competition; travel and lodging for the Conference on the Environment. MN Section thanks the judges: Pamela Kiel Massaro, Michael Semmens, Bill Arnold and Timothy LaPara.

Winner: Elizabeth Welsh (Senior)

Project Title: The Use of Barley Straw to Control Algal and Macrophyte 

Growth on Wild Rice Lake

School: Proctor HS, Proctor, MN

Anyone interested in judging the 2006 student papers (1 page abstract), please contact Pamela at pmassaro@wenck.com.
Water Festival

CSWEA MN Section will participate in the September 2006 event – now our 8th year. The festival provides an opportunity for over 1,000 children to learn about water related issues. Six classrooms attended the CSWEA’s session on Flush! The Wastewater Story. Go to http://metrocwf.org/ for more information. 

Public Education BUDGET REQUEST – TOTAL $3,000
Children’s Water Festival: Water Sourcebooks - $450 (NOT USED-2005)
Stockholm Junior Water Prize: State awards - $150; Transportation to WEF Mtg for student and chaperone - $2,000; Transportation/Lodging for MN Section Mtg (Conf on Environment or Innovative Conf) - $400
Student and Young Professionals (S&YP) Committee Report (Doug Hendrichsen)
The Minnesota chapter of the Students and Young Professionals (S&YP) Committee has started to develop in recent months.  The initial committee meeting was held on October 26, 2005 to plan for future events and activities.   Six (6) people attended the meeting and are committed to serving on the committee.  The committee is chaired by Doug Henrichsen of HDR.  One of the committee’s goals over the next few months will be to develop a theme for the group’s mission as well as to identify both short and long-term goals.  

The first event for the S&YP group included a tour of the MCES Eagles Point WWTP on December 1, 2005.  There were about 7 people that attended the event.  Following, the plant tour, the group convened at the nearby Applebee’s Restaurant, which was used as a means to help foster relationships between members.  Another outing included a short meeting of the group following the Conference on the Environment.

The committee’s next event will be another planning meeting, which is scheduled to take place in January 2006.  Additional future activities and events for the group will be discussed.  Events and activities are anticipated to occur on a bimonthly schedule.  

The committee will also be discussing the Student Design and Paper Competitions for the CSWEA annual conference.   The committee planning meetings will be used to help identify university contacts and to establish methods for encouraging participation from students.  Contacts with the university have already been made.  Several university students recently attended the annual Conference on the Environment.

The attached budget request includes money for the bimonthly S&YP committee meetings, bimonthly S&YP activities/events, and travel assistance for students that are selected to compete at the Student Design and Paper Competitions.

S&YP BUDGET REQUEST – TOTAL $5,390 (assumes students participate in competitions)
Membership Report (Ed DeLaforest)

Just keeping up with letters welcoming new members, chasing after delinquent
members and trying to get a mentoring program going. 

MN Chair Report (Dave Raby)
The 20th Annual Conference on the Environment was held on Thursday, November 10, 2005.  This was the sixth year that the conference has been co-sponsored by the MN Section CSWEA and the Upper Midwest Section Air and Waste Management Association.  The theme of this year's conference was Current Environmental Issues of Concern and the keynote speaker was Lisa Thorvig, Assistant Commissioner of the MPCA.

As in past years, the program and registration forms were posted to the CSWEA website.  However, this year for the first time we were able to allow on-line registration through the website.  This method proved to be quite popular with attendees and worked very well.  This year, a total of 161 people participated (including 24 students).  This represents an increase of 16% in attendance from 2004.  Financially, the conference was again very successful.  Although expenses increased from past years, the planning committee chose to hold the registration fees at last year’s level.  By doing this, we still were able to net more than $7,000 (which was split between the two sponsoring organizations).

Biosolids Committee Report (Carol Mordorski)
To ring in the New Year, as Chair, I'm beginning revival activities for the CSWEA Biosolids Committee. 

Included in this mailing are a few people who have volunteered to be on the committee, or been suggested as member or (in the case of Eric Lecuyer, Steve and Bill Marten)  were suggested as mentors. 

I'm still recruiting members.  If you aren't interested, could you forward this to another MN member who may be? 

I'd like to poll the group on ideas for the kind of activities that would benefit MN WEF.  One idea I've had is to act as a forum for operating system problems - allow operators to write in with problems, and have (hopefully) several people with biosolids operating expertise "discuss" either in person, electronically or by telecon and offer advice. 

Other ideas that have succeeded elsewhere or with this group in the past are welcome.  

Thanks, 

Carol Mordorski
Metropolitan Council Project Manager
Mears Park Centre
230 E 5th Street St. Paul 55101
St. Paul Office:  (651) 602-1173
Mobile  (651) 270-3205
FAX (651) 602-1183
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