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To: 
CSWEA Executive Committee

From: 
Doug Henrichsen, 81st Annual Meeting LAC Chair
RE:  
2008 Annual Meeting, Minnesota
Date:  
January 10, 2006
Several activities have taken place over the last few months to research potential conference sites for the 2008 CSWEA Annual Conference.  As you know, the conference is scheduled to return to Minnesota in 2008.  With that, a general consensus that I have observed when talking with attendees from the 2005 conference is that they would like to see the conference located somewhere in the Twin Cities.  This would be in contrast to venturing out into outer-ring cities (like Rochester, St. Cloud, Owatana, or others) because it is believed that the costs will be cheaper in these outlying locations.  Therefore, the committee has focused most of our attention on Twin City locations.  To date we have received several proposals from various conference locations.  We have made contacts and site tours for many of these facilities.  These are identified individually below:

The Thunderbird (Ramada Inn) Convention Center, Bloomington.  The Thunderbird Convention Center is located in Bloomington adjacent the Mall of America.  It is also very close to the airport.  Dennis Lindeke and I toured the facilities in early September 2005.  The general consensus of the facilities is neutral as they certainly can accommodate the CSWEA Annual event, but there won’t be much flash.  Most people should be familiar with this location as several conferences, including the Conference on the Environment, have been held here in the past.  Recent renovations have been made to this facility to make it more attractive, although I would cast it as several steps below some of the other potential sites identified below. The exhibit hall at this location is a mixture of several rooms put together.  There is an estimated 10,800 sf available for the vendors, which is just shy of our 11,000 sf requirement.  The exhibit area is also used for large sit down meals, so transferring back and forth between events may be an issue.  There are several conference rooms, meeting rooms and hotel rooms on site.  There are approximately 263 individual hotel rooms.  The facilities offer many options for spouses as they are very close to the Mall of America and other locations.  Parking is free at this location for conference attendees.  We have requested a proposal from these facilities based on our requirements; however, we did not receive one at the time of the development of this document.  Some of the information received, including facilities layout, is attached.

The Northland Inn, Brooklyn Park.  The Northland Inn and conference center is located in the northwest quarter of the Twin Cities.  It is located near the intersection of Interstate 94/694 and Highway 169 in Brooklyn Park.  Dennis Lindeke, Patti Craddock and I toured the facilities on September 21, 2005.  The general impression of the facilities was positive.  The facilities are all located together, including the exhibit hall, conference rooms, hotel rooms, and restaurants.  The individual hotel rooms (approximately 231) were very nice and all were oversized as suites located rather close together.  The food and catering operations at this facility appeared to be excellent.  There was concern regarding the size of the exhibit hall, which was shown as 8,010 sf, where approximately 11,000 sf of exhibit hall is anticipated to be needed.  However, staff indicated that additional space would be provided in the hallways for overflow exhibitor booths and it was believed that our exhibit requirements could be met.  There is also a large amphitheater, which seats approximately 140 that could be used for the opening session.  Another drawback to the facility was the longer distance from the airport.  However, there appeared to be many activities nearby for spouses and guests.  Parking is free at this location for conference attendees.   A proposal was received from the Northland Inn, which is attached.

The Sheraton South Conference Center, Bloomington.   The Sheraton South Conference Center (old Radisson South) is located in the southwest quarter of the Twin Cities. It is located near the intersection of Interstate 494 and Highway 100 in Bloomington.  Patti Craddock and I toured the facilities on September 27, 2005.  The general impression of the facilities was very positive.  Dennis Lindeke and I also toured the facilities again in November 2005.  The facilities are all located together, including the exhibit hall, conference rooms, hotel rooms and restaurants.  The individual hotel rooms were nice, although they said that they were anticipating a major renovation project in 2006, which should be completed before our conference in 2008; and thus, the facilities will be upgraded and be even nicer by 2008.  There were 16 presidential suites and several upgraded suites for important staff. There is a large exhibit hall with approximately 15,500 sf available for the vendors.  The exhibit hall is also located very close to the conference rooms, which should be a benefit and create more traffic through the exhibit area.  There are many activities nearby the facilities for spouses and guests.  The facility is also located rather close to the airport and Mall of America and they offered free shuttle service to these locations.  Parking is free at this location for conference attendees. All in all, we could see no drawbacks to holding the conference here.  A proposal was received from the Sheraton South Conference Center, which is attached.

Radisson Riverfront, St. Paul.  The Radisson Riverfront Hotel/City Center is located in downtown St. Paul.  Dennis Lindeke, Patti Craddock and I toured the facilities on October 20, 2005.  The general impression of the facilities was very positive.  The facilities are all located together, including the exhibit hall, conference rooms, hotel rooms and restaurants.  The individual hotel rooms (475 total) were very nice with a fantastic view of the Mississippi River or downtown St. Paul.  There was one presidential suite and 16 individual suites, with the remainder being individual rooms. There is a large exhibit hall with approximately 14,300 sf available for the vendors.  The exhibit hall is also located very close to the conference rooms, which should be a benefit and create more traffic through the exhibit area.  The food and catering services at this facility appeared to be excellent.  There are many activities nearby the facilities for spouses and guests, including a riverfront boating hall that can be used for events.  The airport and Mall of America are stated to be approximately 15 minutes away by car.  Free shuttle service to both of these locations is provided.  There is a large carousel restaurant on the 22nd floor of this facility that offers impressive views of downtown St. Paul and the Mississippi River, which can be rented for events.  One drawback to this location will be the parking.  There is a garage attached to the facility that has limited height requirements (max 5’-9”).  However, there are other downtown parking garages that we could make arrangements with.  Parking will be an added expense to conference attendees.  A proposal was received from the Radisson Riverfront, which is attached.

St. Paul River Center, St. Paul.  The St. Paul River Center is located in downtown St. Paul.  It offers many of the same advantages as the Radisson Riverfront.  It is a very large facility that is used for large events (adjacent to the Xcel Center where the Minnesota Wild play their hockey games).  In general, the impression of this facility was nice, although very large.  Dennis Lindeke, Patti Craddock and I toured the facilities on October 20, 2005.  The facilities are all located together, except for the hotel accommodations.  Separate arrangements will be required to make hotel accommodations at a nearby, but offsite facilities.  Walking to/from any of the downtown hotels did not appear to be a problem as there is an underground walkway connecting many of the buildings.  The exhibit hall was enormous, with over 70,000 sf available. Thus, we would not be renting the entire space.  A concern would be for having the exclusive use of the facilities, although the staff indicated that they would work with us to reduce the overflow of other users into the space we have.  The conference rooms were all located rather close to the exhibit hall.  A catering service was available.  Parking will be an added expense at this facility to conference attendees.  A proposal from the St. Paul River Center was received, which is attached.

The St. Paul Hotel, St. Paul.  We have made contact with the historic St. Paul Hotel located in downtown St. Paul.  This location offers many of the same advantages as the other downtown St. Paul locations.  However, we do not believe that this facility is arranged to accommodate us as separate conference facilities will need to be secured elsewhere.  It is possible that this facility could be combined with the St. Paul River Center since they do not provide hotel rooms.  We did not schedule a tour of this facility because of the higher individual room cost along with there not being conference facilities available at this site.  We understand that they have approximately 254 hotel rooms.   We have received an unsolicited proposal for the St. Paul Hotel, which is attached.

Mystic Lake Casino.  The Mystic Lake Casino has also sent us an unsolicited proposal for their facilities.  The Grand Ballroom, which would be used for the exhibit hall seats approximately 500 people, however, we could not tell how many square feet.  There is a large onsite hotel complex with lots of individual rooms.  Golf course facilities are also nearby.  The initial feeling regarding this facility is that it would be on the cheaper end with hotel rooms being under $100/night.  However, I do not think that we would have the exclusive use of the facilities.  We also could not tell how the facility was arranged for large conference events with exhibit hall and individual meeting rooms.  At this point, we have dropped this location from further consideration, but can reevaluate should you think it necessary.  A copy of the proposal received from Mystic Lake Casino is attached.

St. Cloud Civic Center.  The St. Cloud Civic Center has also provided us an unsolicited proposal for their facilities.  I have been told that several CSWEA events have been held here in the past.  With the decision to stay closer to the Twin Cities, we have dropped this location from further consideration.  However, we can add it back in should you think necessary.  We believe that the total costs to provide the conference at this location will be on the cheaper end.  The proposal for the St. Cloud Civic Center is attached.

Recommendations

The following spreadsheet summarizes our initial findings.  Based on our review, we believe that the best location for the 2008 CSWEA Annual Conference will be the Sheraton South Conference Center.  We believe this facility was the most advantages because all of the conference facilities were located close together, onsite hotel rooms were available, the facility had overall costs in line with the other facilities, the location was located on the south end of Minneapolis fairly convenient to the airport and Mall of America, had free parking, had numerous nearby attractions, and other numerous attractions.  Therefore, it is the committee’s recommendation that the 2008 event be held here.  

Should you concur, we would like to begin negotiations as soon as possible.

