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To: 
CSWEA Executive Committee

From: 
Scott Fronek, Chair, Technical Program Committee
RE:  
Report of Abstracts Review for 2006 Technical Program
Date:  
January 14, 2006
The technical Program Committee issued a call for papers in early October for the 79th Annual meeting to be held in St. Charles, IL.  The call for papers was mailed to each CSWEA member, included in the November issue of the WISILLMIN, and posted on the CSWEA website.  In addition, the Executive Director issued a supplemental request for abstracts and a time extension for the abstract deadline.  The committee believes that all of these steps were successful in receiving quality abstracts for the 2006 annual conference.

In response to the call for papers, 54 abstracts were received. At a meeting held in Chicago, IL, January 9, 2006, the technical program committee selected 37 abstracts for paper presentations in three concurrent sessions on Tuesday and two concurrent sessions on Wednesday at the annual meeting (see attached Tentative Program).  It is our understanding that the Student Paper Competition / Design Competition will be conducted at the April 2006 Educational Seminar, and as such, was not accounted for in the Tentative Program.

It should be noted that the proposed conference agenda received from the Local Arrangements Committee indicated time slots for 35 papers.  We have extended the presentation times in the proposed conference agenda on Wednesday afternoon by 30 minutes, thereby adding 2 papers for a total of 37.

As has been done in past years, a separate email by the Executive Director, in conjunction with a time extension for the abstract deadline, was sent out in early December.  This supplemental request worked well and should be encouraged in the future.

The committee has done a great job in soliciting, reviewing and selecting abstracts again this year, which should result in another quality technical program.  I want to acknowledge the outstanding support by my committee members Jason Benson, Dr. Bill Boyle, Bill Marten, Dave Raby, and Beth Vogt.

