Telephone conference notes, Digester Foaming Ad Hoc Committee, Wednesday, September 30, 2009. 1430 hours
Notes taken by Al Parrella, WLSSD, Duluth, MN

Rust: wants to get thoughts about group

Dan: meeting to get together is a good idea.  Define goals at meeting.  Synopsis of what might be causes of foaming.

Al: wants to make spreadsheet of different facilities to look for commonalities.

Bob Stark: Survey of other plants to see how widespread the problem is.

Jim: look for commonalities.

Jeff: is it seasonal? Episodic?  Find commonalities in plants.  Need quick survey to see what interest here are and what there is in common.  Maybe many people want to get involved.  May be lots of interest.

Eric: lots of interest based on initial article in CS Water.  Need surveys to get data then get small workshop to look for commonalities.  Workshop is a good idea; only size remains to be determined.

Jeff: Wisconsin DNR has list of facilities with Anaerobic Digesters and will help.

The survey should be a simple one and be out as soon as mid-October.

Eric: possibly and electronic survey

Tim: look for differences in plants that have foam vs. those that don’t.  The survey should lead you in a direction (if yes, then---(; if no, then---^.  The survey may also yield a mailing list.

Are any standing committees or WERF investigating this already so we don’t have to reinvent the wheel?  Someone will ask.

Dan: we need a list of goals for the workshop.  Causes of foaming could be complicated if it is due to changes in microbial communities in sewers influenced by seasons.

A sub-group should work on the survey, and a second group on the workshop.

The survey should identify problem plants first.

Jim: a survey could be like this: 

1. Have Anaerobic Digesters?

2. Have foam?

3. Interested in further survey?

Bob will find out about ADs in MN (Jorga Dufrense of MPCA may have list); Eric in Illinois, and Jeff in Wisconsin.

Scott will help Steve Reusser and Jim will also help with survey.
Eric: “Constant Contact” could help with email survey.  There followed continued discussion on surveys.

Bob: first survey should be simple with goals of generating contacts.  The second can be more extensive and identify who would participate.

Jim: should the follow-up survey only go to the three state region?  What about consultants who tend plants in other states?  Leave for later to decide.

Eric will help to make the survey fit the electronic survey engine.  This will help to see how many want to be involved.  The survey may give direction on what we need to do regarding follow-up.  Bob Stark and Al P. agree.
When should the survey be sent out?  Scott: can questions be sent out by next week.  WEFTEC may hinder.

Eric: send something out to this group soon so that we can see what it looks like and how it works.  States may have difficulty getting us lists of anaerobic digestion facilities.  The posting on CSWEA website might not be interactive.  WEFTEC will be a barrier, but web survey should come back fast.  Need to get emails, names and phone numbers.

What about a workshop adjacent to the Education Seminar?  Either a half-day before or after.  The topic for the next seminar is solids handling.  We may try to piggyback on the Education Seminar.  Dave Perry (CDM) and Perry Schaefer (B&C) have shown interest.

Is there anyone working on the biological end?  Toni Glymph did some kind of analysis.  Steve Kreugel (B&C) had theories on specific gravity of sludge in digester.

Rusty: are there relevant papers to see?  Yes; we should compile literature and data that there is.  This may serve to confuse or to help.

Anyone use defoamers?  Yes, with greater or lesser success.  Silicon-based defoamers and no good because they result in the production of siloxanes.

Submitted by Al Parrella, Western Lake Superior Sanitary District, Duluth, MN October 1, 2009.

