
CSWEA Ad Hoc Committee on Anaerobic Digester Foaming
Kickoff Meeting Notes
Wednesday, September 30, 2009    2:30 PM
1. Participants:  Jeff Brochtrup (chair) , Al Parrella, Bob Stark,  Jim Huchel, Scott Trotter, Dan Zitomer, Eric Lecuyer, Rusty Schroedel.
Not participating: Steve Reusser, Randy Wirtz.

2. Rusty Schroedel explained the genesis of the committee at the CS Conference in May and his dual interest in anaerobic digester foaming and in seeing if this ad hoc committee and workshop approach might be a model for Central States to use in the future.
3. Jeff reviewed the committee charge which had been previously distributed. Several points were noted:

a. One required focus is that we hold a workshop.  Rusty indicated that the workshop could be small and relatively informal (10 guys in a room for an afternoon)

b. Other ideas could also be pursued.

c. There is a possibility of getting financial support from CSWEA for committee activities if needed.

4. Each committee member participating briefly stated their interest and experience in anaerobic digester foaming.

5. There was a discussion of ideas on how to proceed including:

a. Holding a workshop

b. Sending out a survey

c. Sharing collected articles and presentations on the topic of digester foaming. 

After a significant amount of discussion it was decided that gathering information was a good first step, we would do a survey first, and plan for a workshop after getting the results of the survey.  It was further agreed that the initial survey should be brief, perhaps 3-5 questions.  After the first survey we would follow-up with a more detailed survey/information request from those who had indicated they would respond or we thought would respond.  Eric suggested we use a survey tool called “Constant Contact” which he has access to.  The tool can log survey responses and report results.  We agreed to plan to send out the survey by the end of October. Dan Zitomer cautioned that he has had poor responses to previous such surveys and that we might have to make follow-up phone calls to get a good response rate. 
It was mentioned that one possibility for a workshop date was to hold it either the day before or a day after the CSWEA Education Seminar.  The expected topic for the Seminar this upcoming year is some aspect of “solids handling” so there is a possibility that there could be a digester foaming presentation at the Seminar. Dan Zitomer is a member of the Education Seminar planning committee.
6. Next actions

a. Eric will check on any activities regarding anaerobic digester foaming at the WEF committee level.
b. We will check on the availability of email and other contact information for WWTP’s in each of our three states (Bob- Minnesota, Jeff- Wisconsin, Eric – Illinois) and obtain the information if possible before our next conference call. 

c. Eric will poll the committee membership after WEFTEC (after 10/14) to select our next conference call date and time.  We intend to hold the next conference call as soon as practical after WEFTEC.
d. A subcommittee of Steve Reusser, Jim Huchel, and Scott Trotter will develop the initial survey questions before WEFTEC (by October 9) and send them to this committee for review.  Jeff will talk to Steve about leading the group. 
e. Eric will help fit the survey questions to the Constant Contact web-based format. 

f. Dan Zitomer will follow-up with the Education Seminar Committee to see what interest and opportunities there may be to have a digester foaming topic at the 2010 Education Seminar.  
7. Next meeting time and date - Eric will poll the committee membership after WEFTEC (after 10/14) to select our next conference call date and time.  We intend to hold the next conference call as soon as practical after WEFTEC.
Additional supplemental notes provided by Al Parella are attached. 
The call ended around 3:45 PM.  

