
CSWEA Ad Hoc Committee on Anaerobic Digester Foaming
Conference Call No. 3 Notes
 Tuesday, December 1, 2009    1:00 PM
1. Participants:  Jeff Brochtrup (chair), Al Parrella, Bob Stark,  Jim Huchel, Steve Reusser, Randy Wirtz, Dan Zitomer, Eric Lecuyer, Rusty Schroedel.
Not participating: Randy Wirtz
2. We reviewed the status of the action items from our November 11 conference call.  The status for the various items was as follows:

	Item from November 11, 2009
	Status as of December 1, 2009

	a. Eric will check again on any activities regarding anaerobic digester foaming at the WEF committee level.


	Eric had sent a second email to the WEF Operations Committee.  He has received no reply to either email so he assumes that nothing is going on at the WEF Committee level regarding anaerobic digester foaming.  

	b. Jeff will check with WERF regarding any activities regarding anaerobic digester foaming. 


	Jeff still has to do this.  Steve noted that Sharon Long of the UW had proposed to WERF a 2010 project to hold a seminar on anaerobic digester foaming but this proposal was rejected by WERF.

	c. Eric will continue working on getting or developing a list of plants, contact names, and emails addresses for Illinois WWTPs with anaerobic digesters. 
	Eric has received a list of 77 facilities in Illinois with anaerobic digesters.  He will have to get email addresses for most of them from other contact lists he has access to. 

	d. We will hold a conference call around December 1 prior to sending out the survey.  Eric will send out a poll to select our next conference call date and time:  the date range for the call is November 30 through December 2.  
	DONE

	e. The survey working group headed by Steve will refine the survey and send it to the entire committee for review with a target date of finalizing the survey design by November 23. 
	DONE.

	f. Dan Zitomer will follow-up with the Education Seminar Committee to see what opportunities there may be regarding digester foaming topics at the 2010 Education Seminar.  


	Dan indicated that the Education Seminar committee had confirmed David Jenkins as a speaker.  He will cover anaerobic digester foaming in a presentation, it may be as part of a longer presentation on digestion.  The committee is considering adding Gary Shimp as a second speaker on foaming.


3.  There was a discussion of what needs to be done to complete and send out the survey. The following points were decided:
a. Survey questions 13 & 14 should be flipped on the survey.
b. There should be a “not applicable” answer available for the questions of whether cause of foaming was determined in the activated sludge system and the anaerobic system.

c. We will send out the survey only to WWTP’s at this time.  Consultants and others may get the survey at a later time.   

d. We will target sending out the survey mid-day on Monday, December 7.   We will ask for the survey to be completed within 10 days (by December 16) and will send out a reminder email after 7 days to those who haven’t completed the survey.
e. Eric will send out another test email request to the committee to fill out the survey with a link to the actual survey by Wednesday Dec 2.  He will incorporate changes to the survey email text, survey introductory text, and the survey as discussed during this conference call.  He will include a list of committee members (name and affiliation) in the email request asking for participation in the survey.  
f. Eric will track responses to the survey request.  We agreed that committee members in each state will call those facilities that don’t respond to the email requests to participate in the survey.

g. Eric will share the survey responses periodically with the entire committee once the survey is sent.  Eric confirmed that the Constant Contact survey tool could report out both aggregate and individual responses to the survey.  The Association needs to agree to pay a monthly fee in order for us to use the Constant Contact tool for our survey.  
4. Rusty asked that we consider having a meeting of the committee members to discuss digester foaming before the Education Seminar. We will put this idea in our “parking lot” and discuss it further at a future conference call. 
5. Next actions

a. Jeff will check with WERF regarding any activities regarding anaerobic digester foaming. 

b. Eric will continue working on getting or developing a list of contact names, and emails addresses for Illinois WWTPs with anaerobic digesters. 
c. Eric will send another poll to the committee for the week of January 25 to select a time and date for our next conference call.  

d. Eric will send out another test email request for the survey to the committee by Wednesday Dec 2.  The email and linked survey will be as close as practical to the actual survey to be sent out next week.   This is a last test of the survey before it is sent for real.  
e. Eric will send out the survey mid-day on Monday, December 7 assuming this weeks test goes OK.  

f. We will follow up on the survey responses as outlined in items 3.a and 3.c

g. The analysis group of Dan Zitomer, Randy Wirtz, and Bob Stark will analyze the survey results for the committee before our next conference call the week of January 25.  

6. Our next conference call was set for the week of January 25th. 

The call ended at 1:51 PM.  


